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CHANCELLOR ovr or OFFICE, 


KING in POWER. 
Arann as I am at the progreſs certain doQrines 
have lately made, I can no longer withhold an open 
avowal of my honeſt and independent ſentiments. My 
countrymen ſeem to demand the declaration. To them l 


owe the firſt, to my Sovereign the ſecond ſacrifice. Happy, 
indeed, muſt that individual be, who truly holds a place in 


their confidence ; happy, divinely happy, the e who 


glories i in their eſteem. 


How to gain and perpetuate the unconſtrained affeCtions | 
of a people, are the moſt arduous duties of a Prince. Theſe 


however are attainable virtues, and ought to preſcribe per- 
| petual boundaries to the ambition of Monarchs. 
B When 


„„ 

When I firft ventured to contemplate thoſe capacious ta- 
pics, ſo feebly, but impartially diſcuſſed in the ſequel of this 
letter, the commands of your Highneſs preſſed upon me. 
Involved as I was, in the mazes of a vitiated political ſy*- 
tem, 1 could not then arrange my thoughts as to the parti- 
cular manner in which the general and individual intereſts 
of mankind may poſſibly be promoted and defined. At pre- 
ſent, however, I am wholly extricated from the perplexities 


Prince, to publiſh my unbiaſſed ſentiments of the office and 
duties of King, as well as a political ſurvey of the known 
remarkable events of your celebrated reign 


Individually, I certainly have no right to pronounce coun- 
ter deciſions on queſtions important and intricate as thoſe 
which have ariſen in the courſe of that variegated ſeries | 
am now about to explore—Decifions too which have re- 
ceived the ſanGion of aggregate wiſdom, and which, toge- 
ther with their illuſtrious authors, may yet be tranſmitted to our 
lateſt poſterity. Judging for a cotemporary age, one is ten- 
der even of che prejudives of particular men, whoſe errors, 
however obvious, receive the golden ſanftion of an admiring 
world. | 


Arbitrations in the affairs of an embarraſſed Prince, more 
important if poſſible than thoſe which would reſult trom the 
inſolvency of an enterprizing people, ,require not only ſupe- 


riorly ac acute. judgement, but extenſively improved preſcience. 
Almoſt 


| natural to an official life. With this agreeable circumſtance 
in my favour, it i is, that I now hazard, great and illuſtrious | 


* 
Almoſt all the writers of the preſent day, who have acquired 
any valuable reputation at all, have, in treating of your Ma- 
jeſty's government, moſt religiouſly regarded every punctilio 
which independent Britons could obſerve or their independen- 
Sovereign require. I too humbly deſire to approach the 
throne with the language and in the ſpirit of true loyalty; 
qiſclaiming alike every ſervile attachment and unprovoked 
diſregard. And, in the firſt place: 7M 


REFLECTIONS oN THE ERA oF Your MajEesTvY's 
ACCESSION TOS THE THRONE OF YOUR ANCESTORS. 

From earlieſt infancy inſpired, as men ſay, with love of 
virtue, the firſt act of your Majeſty's reign was that of 
chooſing the magnanimous Stuart, Earl of Bute, for your 
Prime Miniſter. A favorite and confident with your gene- 
rous father, that nobleman eaſily attained high honors and 
illuſtrious preferments under you. Skilled in every art which 
could endear a docile favorite to a deyout Prince, he ſhone 
brighteſt where manly and dignified independence was leaſt 
known. Long diſting uiſhed as being peculiarly neceſſary to 
the preſervation of tlie health and happineſs of your royal 
mother, it truly became you to honor him with a garter: 
the ſtar being his right-paramour Thus then we wondered 
not when fortune coyly followed him. He, indeed, became 
the diſtinguiſhed object of your dawning beneyolence. 

Notwithſtanding this, however, public clamours then ran 
high; and ſome turbulent ſpirits, eager to be thought more 


Uſcerning than their Prince, even dared to utter ſentiments 
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of derifion againſt the favorite, and diſaffection towards the 
Monarch. . The country party, long the annoyers and diſ- 
tracters of the councils of your royal grandfather, grew ve- | 
hemently indecent ; not only did they promulgate their enve- 
nomed ſarcaſms through the medium of public writings, but 
obtruded their club denunciations and print-ſhop exhibitions 
on the world. True, the ſon of that nobleman was inveſted 
with the charge of an office under your Majeſty, at a time 
when the tender frame of his infant mind was little capable 
of performing the arduous duties neceſſarily attached to it. 
Nor did the members of that inveterate oppoſition flacken 
their calumniatory endeavours on the occaſion. No ſooner 
was that blooming infant, the Viſcount Mountſtuart, inau- 
gurated ſinecure —=— ! than they, with all the inſolence 
of rebellious regicides, queſtioned the legitimacy of. your 
Majeſty's right of ſucceſſion. Pretending to have ſtudied 
the philoſophy of the royal cloſet, they circulated, with the 
zeal of quacks in phyſic, their lewd ballads. That finecure 
itſelf was long known under the opprobrious title of “the 
Royal Compromiſe ;” a title which had been founded on 
the iniquitous ſanders which had been tacked to the many 
virtues of the good Princeſs Caroline. Some more credulous 
than curious believed all, while a few otherwiſe ſagacious 
ſtateſmen admitted the probability of the Viſcount having 
received that ſalary in conſideration of a poſſible kinſhip 
with your Royal Highneſs. While thoſe undutiful ſubjects | 
thus provoked public indignation againſt them, ſome blaſ- 
phemous aſtrologers were buſied in contriving and propa- 


gating doctrines the moſt invidiouſly profane. Some of 
| | theſe 


fa) 
theſe indeed attempted to aſſert that the pregnancy of your 
royal mother either was a miraculous conception, or the 


inveloped offspring of adulterous imagination. Many wor- 


thy and religious people, neceſſarily credulous, from the 
circumſtances of their particular calling, had faith enough 
to cheriſh, nay, avow the doctrine. And Frederick, though 
the patron of lying- in hoſpitals, was ſaid to be—* Non comfus 
muliebritas. But Time, that moulders even Fame herſelf 
into duſt, ſoon caſt his deep, though not impenetrable vel, 


over thoſe malevolent and ſpurious ſlanders. 


% So that your Majeſty, if not divine, 
6 s the right umfire of the Stuart line.” 


Impious as thoſe ſlanders were, every good man in the 


kingdom rejoiced in their confutation. No one any longer 
doubted the legitimacy of your Majeſty's crown : no one 
had the temerity any longer to avow ſentiments of diſloyalty 
or diſeſteem. True, the nation, on your acceſſion, was not 


only infected with thoſe revolutionary theoriſts from within, ö 
but actually menaced by deſperate invaders from without. 
Overpowered, however, by the club diſſentions which | 


took birth of their incendiary doctrines, the moſt intempe- 
rate enemies of your Majeſty's perſon and government, 
ſtimulated too by love of perſonal ſafety, ſoon vaniſhed. 
Still the war with Flanders could not be agreeable to the 


wiſhes of the whole people. Only defeats and diſgraces 
lignalized its annals ! | 


A 


Some partial victories were, it is true, obtained in the 
earlier ſtages of the conteſt: but the ſtrong forts of Vauban 
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new mortiſed and new garriſoned as they were, proved im- 
pregnable barriers to the intrepid Engliſh. Intrepid and 
brave the Britiſh troops certainly evinced themſelves ; but, 
alas! dread and more dread the conſequences. Routed in 
every quarter, they were compelled to fly before the inglori- 
ous but ſucceſsful troops of a deſpot Monarch. Immerſe 
in the errors of carnal Rome, Frenchmen en gloried in 
| the ſlaughter of human race. King George the IId. never- 
theleſs perſevered in the war. He, indeed, knew that only 
vigorous and undaunted perſeverance in thoſe hitherto un 
productive efforts could pave the way. to an ultimately 
honorable termination of the hated conteſt. Vet this Prince, 
_ notwithſtanding that he really indulged leſs predileCtion for 
his Hanoverian ſubjects than his heroic father had ſhewn 
before him, could not reconcile the diſaffected part of the 
nation to the meaſures and views of the cabinet: ſo that the 
libellers of your royal mother were ſucceeded by another 
faction, who, as being leſs irreverent in their general deport- 
ment, grew more formidable as opponents. 

The parliament eſpouſed theſe, as did the country the 
former; and many judicious men, once oppoſite in opinion, 
joined them. At this alarming period of our political ex- 
iſtence, in this eventful criſis, it was, that the evangelic 
William Pitt ſhed the recordative tear on our many coloured 
factions. Fraught with generous and ennobling contempt of 
the low artifices of plodding ſtateſmen, animated with truc 
Engliſh ſpirit, elated to behold our glory-gaining navy, and 
wholly unconcerned about the haughty threats of an infolcut 
French cabinet, that ſage miniſter planned an invaſion of 


5 
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the French coaſt. So bold a meaſure, and ſo well timed, 
never was agitated by man. Like the mother of Hercules 
of old, he inſtilled new hearts, new fouls, new hopes, new 


paſſions, into the gloom-ſpread Engliſh breaſt. Joyful ef- 


fulions exhalated from every opening pore, and whole in- 


telligent man became one unmixed fountain of heaven - 


inſpiring love. Diſſentions, diſaffections, murmurs, ſiglis, 
and groans, inſtead of daunting, rouſed the lethargic ſoul ! 


Britons panted after victory while the ſyſtematizins Pitt 
held the reins of war. The armament, well equipped and 


judiciouſly diſpoſed, now ſet ſail for France ; with, as has 
ſince appeared, orders not to ſtrike a blow. Nor could the 


| moſt ambitious entertain higher hopes than thoſe realized on 


the occafion—the thorough diſcomfiture of the enemy's plans 
This was followed with redoubled exertions both by ſez 
and land. | | | | | 
However, our continental troops, though greatly aug- 
mented, failed in every point ; while ſucceſs upon ſuccefs 
attended the enemy. Thus thefe unexampled exertions 
made both at home and abroad to enable the Germans to 
defend themſelves proved abortive; and martial honors 
were but ſlowly acquired by the coaleſced powers. Indeed 
our loſſes daily accumulated, and as frequently exaggerated, 
alarmed many. Theſe, however, were confined almoſt en- 
tirely to the land forces. For a more ſplendid and victorious 
navy never rode the waves. | 
Auſpiciouſty ſurrounded by wiſe and popular Miniſters, your 
Majeſty was now careſſed and applauded as the beſt of Kings. 
While che nation, . deſirous of appearing unanimous, ad- 
| | B4 dreſſed 
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dreſſed the throne with dutiful aſſurance of cordial and un- 


feigned loyalty. Theſe addreſſes however conveyed more. 
Wiſhes for peace had been modeſtly expreſſed, and tlie 
urgent expediency of the meaſure defferently inculcated. Un- 
willing, to hazard the good wiſhes of your people, already 
| united in confidence and princely love, your Majeſty received 
theſe tlieir proteſhons of loyalty reſpectfully: treating the other 
parts of their dutiful addreſs with all that cordiality, which 
ſo particularly endears the perſon and government of a 
patriot King, to zealous ſubjects. 8 

The war having now involved many intereſts, as well 
| | thoſe of the Engliſh people, as the courts of Spain and Por- 
tugal, it was found neceſſary, not only, not to deviſe pacific 
meaſures, but on the contrary to encreaſe our marine and 
| land eſtabliſhments. Spain, it is true, became a party through 
perfidy. And Portugal was implicated, as of neceſſity, in 


the reſult of Bourbon treachery. Animated by the example 
of the illuſtrious Pitt, (afterwards created Earl of Chatham), 
botharmy and navy, however, diſplayed an Herculian energy. 
Their joint efforts, accelerated by his prudence, ſoon diſ- 
organized the levelling ſyſtems of the enemy. So. that the vaſt 
| _ deſtructive ſchemes of intriguing Verſailles, inſtead of harraſ- 
ſing the Englith Miniſter, retorted with increaſed loads of diſ- 
grace and diſappointment upon their authors. And Madrid, 
wallowing in luxury and floth, ſoon declined the conteſt on 
the ſide of Portugal. Thus conquering, in the yery face of 
adverſity, the Britiſh flag triumphed univerſally. Ihe 
wealthy citizens of London, unappaled by the dread of civil 


commotions at home, and having but little to apprehend from 
| oo ma 


„ 
the invaſion of the foe, chearfully ſubſcribed to the increaſin 8 
loans of every opening ſeſſion. And the people and the 
parliament. breathed one univerſal ſpirit of generous unani- 
mity. Glorious Æra of cabinet integrity 


In times like theſe, enjoying ſo many almoſt unparelleled 


advantages, your Majeſty, ſeldom ſeen, and ſtill ſeldomer 


heard, was beloved as a ſovereign and adored as a man. 
Profeſſing the Proteſtant religion, and being early initiated inthe 
principles of the memorable revolution of 1688, toleration, 
not only in matters of religion, but freedom of ſpeech, con- 
cerning political juriſprudence, diſtinguiſhed the early parts 
of your reign. | | 
The war certainly had increaſed the national debt much 
beyond the example of any former period of our hiſtory. 
Yetſuch was the opinion the Engliſh people had of the political 


- economy and manly candour of Pitt, that not even the ex- 


perience of the encreaſing calamities of war could intimidate 
them. Availing himſelf of this merited confidence, and 
neither petulently bold, nor imprudently circumſpect, that 
virtuous ſtateſman at length recommended the ien of 
pacific meaſures. LED 

Your Majeſty, as et unſkilled in the low policy of ſtock⸗ 
raiſing ſchemes, likewiſe acquieſced in the wiſhes of your 
people. And the French, whoſe ſucceſſes in Flanders 
had much incieaſed their wonted arrogance, at length 
acceded to the propoſitions of the cabinet of London. 
The negotiations being concluded, a ceſſation of arms took 
place in Germany and in all other quarters; and on the 22d 


day 
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day of February 1763, the peace was ſolemnly proclaimed 
| * 


at the uſual places in Weſtminſter and London. 


Thus far, my liege, 1 have endeavoured, however incom- 


petently, to draw a picture of the earlier ſcenes of your poli- 


tical life. Thus far I have, I truſt, been faithful in narrative, 
and ingenuous where either praiſe or cenſure was due. 


Many will, perhaps, think ſo diffuſive a ſtatement never- 
theleſs impertinent ; but your Highneſs, ſince then, ſo much 
occupied with affairs of ſtate neceſſity, and not a little per- 
plexed with direful viſitations of bodily pains, may have 
either forgotten or, in part, diſregarged thoſe eventful tranſ- 
actions. Certainly hiſtory has recorded both the criſis and 


the tranſactions themſelves, but that is not enough. —The 
hardſhips of one winter are not remembered amidft the com- 
_ forts of the next. No more would it appear that the evil of 
- precedent wars are at all thought of when the caprices or 


-founded claims of ambitious potentates re-provoke the 


. vengeance of inſulted juſtice. 


When I am in my cloſet I ſtudy : here my mind is wholly 


- abſorbed either in contemplation, arrangement, or diſqui- 


ſitorial ſcenes. In the world, however, a thouſand novelties | 


-- preſent themſelves to my dazzled eyes, and the charms of a 


nightcap vaniſh unperceived : even your Majeſty may recol- 


lect, that at ſome period of your life the flipper and the 


morning-gown have afforded delights which the crown and 
the ſceptre have feſtered into pride. Let therefore our candor 
ſupercede our vanity, and the faults of others teach us to 


leſſen our own. 


Could | 


2 


— 
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Could blood-ſtained fame and cannon- pointed glory; could 


war againſt the prejudices, or even errors of mankind; could 
the conſideration of thirty millious ſterling, expended in gun- 


powder and other diabolical ingredients, in Power's murder- 


ous cauldron could theſe be deemed compatible with reaſon, 
humanity, or juſtice, I know not, Sire, how the mind of 
man, how angels themſelves, could invent figures animating 


enough to diſplay the glory of your name Such the unpa- 


ralleled portions of fame and glory acquired, and the quanti- 
ties of blood and treaſure confumed, OY the ſeries of 


that vengeful conflict! 
The Earl of Chatham, however, fulkilled the cd of 


your Majeſty and of the nation, by an unremitting ardourinthe 


proſecution of the war. Vet however he may have accelerated 


the ravages of unſucceſsful campaigns, however thouſands, 


who either loſt their lives, or were left limbleſs monuments 
of the fate of their fallen companions, may have derived their 
miſeries from the prompt vigor of his well-timed attacks ; 
however an unprecedented accumulation of taxes might owe 
exiſtence to his political zeal, ſure I am his private virtues 
and private liſe were incontrovertible proofs of rooted aver- 
ſion to every ſpecies of national canibaliſm. One fact he 
knew, and perhaps the only axiom which perplexed his 


generous ſoul- It a Prime Miniſter of England cannot 
be an honeſt man. With its limitations this is ſtrictly true: 


becauſe the prerogative of your Majeſty's crown is, and if 


not virtuouſty circumſcribed, ever will be an inexhauſtible 


ſource of venality, corruption, and terror. Chatham hkewiſe 


knew that ; every muſket, and every bayonet raiſed either 


in 
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in defence of, or oke man, are a many ſhining examples 
of the depravity of man. | | 
When however I reflect on the ok preponderance vice 
has attained, and the low debaſement of virtue in the world, 
I am almoſt tempted to fancy the ſword and the cannon 
eſſential to the happineſs of human race. Profligate and 


capricious, the youth of faſhion glories in the flowery plea- 


ſures of an indolent campaign. Halberts and bracelets are in- 
deed peculiarly admired by the world; inſomuch that, except 
your Majefty and ſome ſuperannuated biſhops, every man that 
could be called genteel in the kingdom demanded, in the courſe 


of the war juſt alluded to, to be accoutred and commiſſioned. 


In other reſpects war has a certain tendency to ameliorate the 


condition of deluded mankind. Whenever national debts 
have reached the achme of national wealth, revolution alone 


can ſettle the punctilio of preference. Vour Highneſs then 


will regret the inflexibility - with which Miniſters purſue 


Syſtems of rapine and deſolation: then will the preragative 
of a crown ſink in the ſcale of mental independence. But 
this leads me to conſider the cauſes of the war with America, 


its progreſs and effects: Then 2dly, 
Tue Americans, originally a colony from Great Britain, being 


an infant ſicoſile, and conſtrained to trade with Great Britain 


only, evuld neither fray the debts they owed to their correſſrondents 
in England, nor the taxes ſiralioſed to be levied upon them by the 
cabinet of St. Fume's. © 

That the American merchants were indebted to the Englith 
merchants, and that too for the commodities of two ſucceſ- 


five vears, IO certainly true; but that there was an equivalent 


in 
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m produce ready to be ſent in return is likewiſe well authen- 


ticated. Produce always formed the import from thence, as 


did Britiſh manufactures the exports from hence thither. 
Mutual advantages were thus derived from mutual trade, and 
the mother and the child were, as they always ought to be, 


cordially attached to the reciprocal intereſts of each and both. 


No human diſtinction was defired on the part of the child, 


nor ought any to have been provoked by the mother. 


Filial in duty, they ought to have continued zealous and 


unanimous as to the concerns of the common cauſe. But, 


lo! Ambition, the ſcourge of Empires and the grave of 


Kings, ſounded the dire horn of power. National grievances. 


| begot national diſcontents ; and Lord North, than whom a 


more perfect model of venality never bowed at an altar, per- 


ceived; that either England muſt encounter with the diſ- 


affections of her oppreſſed inhabitants, or yoke the will of 
an indignant colony, Even the then intereſt of the debt 


alarmed every thinking man in the kingdom: and an ex- 
pedient to enable the Miniſter to make the burthen leſs felt, 


was found wanting. Ireland could not be aſſeſſed; the 


people would not ſubmit to the ſcoundrel controul of a pro- 


dgal Miniſter: Scotland was too poor to participate with 
any other power, except in her miſery : thus the Coloniſts 
fell victims to Engliſh avarice. The Americans, however, 
would not partition their ſmall capitals into lots of land, win- 
dow, ſoap, coal, timber, ſtamp, and the many more hard 
termed taxes which ill-fated England is forced to pay. 
Indeed, Nature herſelf forbade her tranſ-atlantic ſons to 


affiliate with the plunderers of their induſtrious parents.” 


The 


( 14 ) 

The Americans, many of them at leaſt, are deſcended part 
from convicts, other parts from rebels; deſcriptions which, 
when liberally confidered, by no means imply natural depra- 
vity : poverty on one hand and oppreffion on the other, pre- 
ſents your Highneſs with the only real ſource of burglary 
and rebellion. Thus, in fact, the eſſence of American cri- 
mination was faid to emanate from the crown 'your Majeity 

How this poſition is to be illuſtrated will, perhaps, form 
a topic with ſpeculative and ſceptic philoſophers. Some 
indeed have faid that a crown, freely and gloriouſly, propa 
gates only peace and good will to all the world. Another 
| Z claſs of people, leſs accommodating, at any rate not quite ſo 
prejudiced as the former, will hazard à general charge, and 
ſay; Crowns derive their eſſenſiality from cortuption, igno- 
rance, ſuperſtition, and the ſword. While a third deſcrip- 
tion heſitate not to avow, that crowns are the fountains of 
human woe. Wich regard to the Sovereign of theſe king- 
dorms, this cannot be true; yet, certain I am; that the cri- 
AF minality of the American convicts was poverty: the ſource, 
| the tremendous ſource, of miſery and ſloth. From this, the 

Britiſh vagrants imbibe their vices ; from this, vour Majeſty's 
Miniſters derive their avarice. 


Lord North, whoſe. profligate expenditure of the public 
money, and prodigal abuſe of the confidence of the nation, 
could only be equalled by the avidity of certain people to 
impoſe tyranny and ſlavery upon their American fellow- men, 
was too poor to'be contented and too avaricious to be honeſt. 
A hoard of ſcoundrel dependents and ſycophant admirers. 


F | always 


.* 
always reared under his inglorious banners. The more per- 
fidious the character, the more uſeful the man. Needy, 
greedy, and unprincipled, his majority in both houſes f 
parliament was only to be procured by means of peculation 
and deceit. The Newlands flew about like chaff before the 
wind! So that the amiable example of your Majeſty's enno- 
bled Miniſter, the Earl of Chatham, inſtead of influencing 
the Northites invited their ſpleen.— The ſmiles of an angel 
heap coals of fire upon the head of a devil! But war is 
waged againſt the Americans. 
That injuſtice, inhumanity, FOR and tyranny, cha- 
racteriged this tranſaction, even your Majeſty muſt be ready 
to confeſs. Men humbly ſoliciting to be heard in their own 
defence, willing likewiſe to contribute to the neceſſary ex- 
pences of their colonial eſtabliſhment ; indeed not unwilling 
to participate an adequate portion of their ſmall ſtock with 
your Majeſty, inſtead of being arrogantly precipitated into 
a ruinous and exterminating war; ought to have been em- | 
braced, cordially embraced, as dutiful and affeCtionate chil- 
dren. Whether the unequal repreſentarion of the commons | 
of Great Britain was any ground of aſſeſſment, or whether, 
when the Cabinet had apprehended a revolt of the indepen- | 
dent few, the ſtamp act was contrived only to awe and in- | 


— 


> timidate, are topics on which I have hardly any remarks to | 
, offer. Clearly the plea of the Americans, when placed in 
0 contra- diſtinction to that which Mancheſter, Birmingham, | 

1 and many more extenſive and unrepreſented towns of Great 

. Britain might adduce, ſtands upon the unequivocal ground ; 

rs. of unequal— rather no repreſentation at all. Upon all hands 

ys it 


. 
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it is agreed chat taxation ought to be equalized, that is to ſay; 
according unto your fortune fray unto me. Surely, the purpoſe of a 
government ought to be to give energy to the laws of Nature 
and God. The former whoſe ſymmetry, aptneſs, and per- 
ſpicuity awfully entertain the enquiring mind,  inculcate 
principles of predetermined equality: the latter confirm the 
harmony and derived excellence of the former. 

Can any thing be more obvious, therefore, than the a þr19r: 
deſign of mankind living in uniſon of object as well as ſame- 
neſs of element. Death is the certain portion of man. Who 
breathed the breath of life into nature God; who pre- 
ſcribes the duration of exiſtence ?- God; who then has 2 
right to deprive man of his liberty — God. Reſolving, as I 
-neceſſarily muſt, all power into the beneficient hands of that 
all powerful Sovereign, your Majeſty cannot once ſuppoſe J 


. conſider Kings, thrones, ſceptres, or diadems, exceptions to 
the general rule. No! Your Majeſty, like the unadorned 


peaſant, ſhall die—God's providence may indulgently ſpare 
your life yet many years— Truly I with you long life, ſound 
health, and a peaceful diſſolution. But can the aggravation of 
the ſufferings of the Americans? Can the qualified peculations 
of a North? Can luſt of power, and contempt of juſtice, 


| procure ultimate happineſs ?—I fear not. Eternal wrath 
lowers deeply over the meridian of the wicked. IHE 


PRIME MINISTER OF ENGLAND MUST MEND HIS MAN- 
NERS, OR DIE A SLAVE | | | 

The flavery which America ſpurned, England may yet 
yoke, but Waſhington and America were and are one. Not 


all the efforts of intiguing Princes, not all the machinations 


of 


th 


vet 


\ of 


of 
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of ſapient Miniſters, not the experience of a Cornwallis, 


not the intrepid gallantry of a Wolf, not whole irritated Bri- 
tain could conquer the reaſon-armed coloniſts ; our marches 


and counter marches, even our ſucceſſes accelerated their 


emancipation. In proportion as we increaſed in enmity, they 


accumulated patience ; while North ſchemed their extermi- 


nation at one blow, heaven flung the conquering arrow at 
York-town. Cornwallis, brave and generous Cornwallis, 
was compelled to yield:. on his ſurrender the liberties of 


America were realized. Now praiſe to God in che e higheſt, 


and peace and good-will to mankind.— 


Limited, and perhaps unentertaining, as theſe eaten 


obſervations are, I will not occupy many more ſeconds of 


time on this ſubject. Propoſing an enquiry into the influ- 


ence that war really had upon the intereſts and diſpoſitions 


of mankind, I am tempted to re- aſſert one axiom, viz.—That 


every muſket and every bayonet raiſed either in defence of, 


or againſt man, are as 1 nen Eo of the W 
of man. | 

Inaſmuch, as theſe are emblematical of corruption, 
ſo whatever operates to a rational equalization of the 
degrees of power, individually exerciſed, tends, as it were 
inevitably, to produce individual and general happineſs in the 
world. Taxation alone will reduce Britain to her priſtine 
inſignificance: but before this can happen the ſovereign 
voice, indignantly juſt, may hurl oppreſſion from her throne. 
Looking to this as a neceſſary and certain revolution, in- 
creaſe of taxes properly is a means of happineſs, promotes 


impror ement in knowledge, is a ſource of virtue, and an in- 
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SE | 
terlude to univerſal liberty. Whenever che wealth: of « 
people begins to decay, general bankruptcy may be appre- 
hended. Whenever England ſtrikes the docket againſt Eng- 
land, your Highneſs may be aſſured that Engliſhmen will 
have their ſuſpended liberties, their patriot independence, 
their equal rights, and virtuous laws reſtored to them :—Ex- 
quiſite relics of the pomp of commerce and rude wreaths of 
trade 


The Americans were a bankrupt people at the time their 


independence was acknowledged. Since then, however, 
| they have enjoyed a conſtitution, of all others, perhaps the 
moſt unexceptionably good. Their government is ſimple; | 
its expences therefore few. An eleCtive preſident, but ſo 


virtuous that they have not yer altered their original choice. 
Wathington was their deliverer, he continues their guar- 
dian; is adored as a patriot, revered. as a man!—Kings of 
the earth, reflect, and tremble :. be penitent en the -ncollec- 
tion of your patent vices; trace, with diligence, your un- 
recorded virtues. Like the Americans, you muſt iflue the 
ſtatute of general bankruptcy ere liberty, virtue, truth, juſ- 
tice, and benevolence, can prevail. b 
Ruſſia may provoke war, England may accept the ble 
lenge, and Europe, convulſed Europe, ſeal the mandate of 
univerſal deſpotiſm; but every increaſing loan haſtens the 
emancipation of prejudiced and deluded man. The Ruſſian 
armament, projected by the preſent offen/ive Prime Miniſter 
of England, was ſaid to have been provoked on the part of 
the Empreſs. Balance of power, à ſubterfuge for rogues 
4 and thieves, was the oſtenſible motive- to our interference. 


Oczakow 


R 
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69 
Oczakow had been taken from the Tartars. Thus England 
was agitated from her very centre. The crown of the Khan 
of that country was inſulted : Miniſters therefore pretended 
that all crowned heads ſhared the contempt of Catharine 
equally. Threats and libels alone ſignalized that capricious 


| armament.» Yet Catharine, who is not quite ſo eloquent as 


Pitt, received the news of the projected invaſion uncon- 
cerned. Our fleets however ſailed from the ports of Eng- 
land. Many of the ſhips indeed arrived in the harbour of 
Leith, in Scotland. Notwithſtanding this, the Empreſs was 
not only not miſtaken i in her politics, but actually defeated 
our fleets without firing a gun. Contented to be duped by her, 


your Majeſty did not retaliate the inſult upon her Highneſs. 


On the contrary all was love and unanimity between the 


courts of Peterſburgh and St. James's. Inſomuch, that many 


overtures have ſince been made to induce the Czarina to 
enter into a treaty of commerce, and one offenſive and de- 


fenſive. Your Majeſty's policy in propoſing ſuch a recon- 


ciliation was prudent and wiſe. For the exiſtence of the 


balance of power depends on the punctuality which Catha- 


rine may be inclined to obſerve in regard to the peace lately 
concluded. between her _ and the Turks Of this 2 
word : | | 
Ruſſia, though 2 an extenſive, warlike, and powerfil na- 
tion, is not a wealthy nation. Her generals as well as her 
admirals, many of them at leaſt, are poor men. Poverty 
and pride are as well the firſt cauſes of great ambition, as of 
great floth. Should the admirals of Ruſſia once know the 
value of the degree of liberty Engliſhmen enjoy, even at this 
| C 2 Ne 
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Fe they will become adeirens Admiration generally is 
excited by loye. A deſire of participating the virtues of the 
thing admired inſtantly ſeizes the virtue-wrenching ſoul. 
The Romans never would have extended their conqueſts, 
had the countries they viſited preſented, inſtead of riches, 
want ; Inſtead of fertile ſoils, ſalubrious fountains and the 
ſhaggy oak; an uninhabited, naked ridge of furrows. The 
ambition of that once conqueror and miſtreſs of the then 
known world, indeed ſprung from novelty : and after. in- 
dulging largely in that paſſion, a moſt rigid ſyſtem of mili- : 
tary. diſcipline, accompanied by perſecution, proſcription, 
and even plunder ſucceeded. Catharine, though certainly 
in no reſpect miſtreſs of the world, poſſeſſes vaſt and tres 
mendous means of becoming umpire of great part of Europe. 
Already ſhe rules the human race in her thoughts, | 
The vaſtneſs of her territories, although not ſuch as to ren- 
der her on that account particularly formidable to the powers 
of Europe, enables her to awe the Turkiſh empire, inſo- 
| much, that that people are now almoſt i in a ſtate Io deſperate 
ſubjection to her will. The ill fated Poles have” already but 
too tragically exhibited the effects of her paramount ambi- | 

tion in their fall. Glancing at the nature of the conſtitution 
and government of the Ruſſian empire, a luſt of power 
ſtrikes me as the only indelible feature i in that whole ſeries. 
This paſſion, i in all ages of the world, 8 all the known coun- 
tries of this globe, and under every human diſtraction ſeems 
to have been, at preſent certainly is the favourite theme of 
Princes. Peter the Great, though a truly glorious charac- 
ter, poſſeſſed that vein in a very great degree. Charles of 


Sweden 
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Sweden lived and died a deſpot; full of military glory and 
golden inebriety. Our own Edwards and Henrys, and from 


them downwards, graſped at ſupreme rule and uncontrol- 
able dominion. Keeping theſe truths in view, may we not 
preſume mar Ruſſia will yet re- attempt the conqueſt of Tur- 
Key, But 0 return: 

pain, whoſe Nootka Sound depredation, now involved 
the high diſpleaſure of the Miniſter, became the next object 


of conteſt; and your Majeſty, long accuſtomed to liſten to a 
pert and venal cabinet, ſeemed to conceive an equal degree 


of political enmity towards your royal brother. Count Flo- 
rida Blanca, aware of the ſtate of degradation the Ruſſian 


armada had reduced the Engliſh character, perſiſted never- 
theleſs in his diplomatic arrogance. Matters thus proceeded 
till the nati$nal debt was increaſed a further 4,000,000. 


Again the Loan-Sharks indented their harpy teeth in the 


ſtarving bodies of the tax-oppreſſed Engliſh; while yourſelf, 


moſt gracious Liege, triuniphed in the alacrity with which 
your royal edicts were fulfilled. However this armament, 
like the former, was diſbanded: and the charter parties of 


Ty che loan contractors, army agents, corn- factors, &c. thrown 
upon the great national ſhelf to ſupply the place of the four 


millions which were taken from the capital in trade. On ' 
this occaſion a ſet of new taxes was introduced, while the 
great officers, and wardens of the nation prepared to retire 
to their reſpective villas to congratulate the ſtock-holders on 
the Spaniſh job. Believe me, Sire, not an elector in the 
kingdom but is eligible to bribe. The caſe will always be 
the ſame till national virtue has ſuperceded national pertidy. 
| C3 5 Conſequent 
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Conſequent upon that Nootka Sound viſion was the appoint- 
ment of commiſſioners to adjuſt the yarious points of etequet 
Thus certain individuals, who could not be concerned in the 
loan, received falaries and penfions—and this kept them firm 
in their attachment to your Majeſty's miniſters, and the pre- 
rogative of your crown. Every change, every circum- 
Nance, political, religious, or moral, will afford ſome pro- 
tection to the friends of the Miniſter. But defenceleſs indi- 
viduals are left to periſh in the enſanguined arms of death. 
Relent not, ye miniſters, for tyranny alone can rouſe the 
lethargic Engliſh. | 

Whether the Lilliputians are extant or not, we are told 
that Hottentots do exiſt : they have a King; perhaps a par- 
lament, Will philoſophers imagine that the taking of 
Ockzakow, and the depredations commiited at Nootka Sound, 
convulſed the kingdom of that Monarch? Surely they did! fo, 
that England armed to avenge the cauſe of the poor and op- 
preſſed Hottentots, Ves, to avenge the cauſe of ſuffering. 
humanity throughout the world: For although only the 
creatures of adminiſtration ſhared. the ſpoils of their country 
upon that occafion, eventually the whole nation will profit 
by the ſcheme. One day. or other the Miniſter will *be ar- : 
raigned at the bar of his country—it will then appear that 
the Ruſſian armament was merely a feaſt to half ſtarved 
electioneerers. Then will the loans of that ſcaſon appear | 
in evidence againſt him, while the faithleſs . of his 

peculation deſert his cauſe. 

Finding that America ſpurged the yoke of a deſpot cabi- 
net, that Ruſſia would not even compliment us with an 
ambaſſador: 
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mbaffador extraordinary, that * equally Liſregarded 


your menacing ſervants, it was your duty, Sovereign Liege, 
(becauſe in it were implicated the honor and dignity of your 
crown) to gratify the wiſhes of a generous people, in the diſ- 
miſſol of that lawleſs Miniſter. The nation loudly demanded 
the change. A ſtarving poor and oppreſſed huſbandry, an 
overburdened trade, and neglected manufactures, preſſed the 
removal of that atrocious character. But alas! your Ma- 
jeſty, deluded and betrayed, was taught to unite the ſafety 
of your royal crown with that of an infamous financeer; re- 
gardleſs of your people, and forgetful of your family. When 
a meſſage was ſent to the Commons, praying that honour- 
able houſe to pay your phyſicians bill, I was heard to ſay, 
that the Miniſter, not your Majeſty, inforced the meaſure. 
I have ſince been told, that that circumſtance proved a 
ſource of grief not only to your whole Houſe, but to Miniſ- 
ters themſelves. However, Pitt paid that ball from the 
avings of the Ruffian armada! 

That grand diſplay of royal deren was followed by an ap- 
plication for a ſum tognable your profligate ſon to diſcharge his 
ſhamefuldebts. The ſon of Chatham ſhrunk from the ſummons. 
The ſon of Frederick ſpurned the puerile Miniſter. Off-off-off 
reverberated from room's end to room's end, inſomuch that 
Pitt did indeed take himſelf off. Rumour ſucceed rumour, 
and conjecture fact, till that amiable young man, in quick 
conformity to your royal pleaſure, again reſumed the reins 

of power. George Prince of Wales was now relieved from 


the dread of inſolvency. Yet your Majeſty, awfully changed 
in your ſentiments, would neither receive the child, or re- 
| C4 COgnize 
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cognize the favorite. Matters continued thus diſcompoſed 
till the quarterly payment of your royal ſalary became due; 


then Mr. Pitt informed your ſtewards that it could not be 
paid. ; 


Solicitous to appropriate the quarterly ſurplus . 


| apprehenſive too that the neceſfity of a meaſure ſo daring 


and unprecedented reſulted from a concurrence of inauſpi- 
cious events, your Majeſty now found that ſubmiſſion to 
the will of a Miniſter better became you than obedience to 
the commands of Heaven.—The quarter's arrears being 
paid, a fatal predilection for the Pitts and Grenviles re- 
commenced ; againſt a ſeries of well digeſted, well timed, 
and reſpectful oppoſition. | 
To the verge of the revolution, France diſplayed modera- 
tion of principles and of conduct. To that period your Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters evinced candour, moderation, and friendſhip 
in'their communications with that kingdom. When how- 
ever the national aſſembly reſolved in the plenitude of her 
wiſdom, to abrogate laws, and proſcribe inſtitutions which 
in themſelves were inimical, not only to the true intereſts 
of the ſubject, but thoſe of their ill-fated ſovereign, Mr. Pitt 
commiſſioned a pentioned paracite to libel the immutive ſu- 
premacy of that auguſt body. The major part of the poten- 
tates of Europe, in ſecret alliance with the Engliſh cabinet, being 
in a ſtate of rebellious cogitation within theniſelv es, —boiling 
as it were from their very centres with indignation, and en- 
mity againſt truth, reaſon, liberty, and reform: next impoſed 
their inſidious councils on the infatuated Louis XVI. exert- 
ing at the ſame time their utmoſl energy in contriving plats, 


excliing 
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exciting inſurrection, inſpiriting unwilling ſoldiers, deluding 
the liberty inſpirited General; deceiving, in ſhort, every pow- 
er within their royal graſp: to induce the whole to conſpire 
againſt the independent ſovereign people of a patriot nation. 
Theſe threats, however, failed ; bur not till after the celebra- 
ted retreating General, our couſin of Brunſwick had firſt de- 
clared. France ſhall be ruled on my principles of govern- 


ment. The enfranchiſement of her inhabitants, according 


to my plans. Thus thoſepowers would aſſume over French- 


men, that power which Frenchmen, in common with all the 
deſcendants of Adam, derive only from their God : and for 
the right or wrong uſe of which they are accountable to that 
God only.—To that omniſcient ſelf-exiſting Being, therefore 
would France become tributary—to no other. 

The ſpirit of light and life, the vivid rays of heaven born 
virtue, the ſunſhine of temperate enquiry, the ennobling love 
of rational liberty, as it were inſtantly illumined the minds 
of men. Unable to reſiſt the now inceſſant ardour of rei 
terating appeals to intellectual truth, the Prieſtcraft pro- 


nounced their country and countrymen in a ſtate of religious 


inſolvency: declaring at the ſame time, that only the complete 


reſtoration of their antient abſurdities, crafts, and privileges, 
could re-eſtabliſh public tranquillity, and render domeſtic 
endearments permanent. But theſe denunciations, together 
with the audacious authors of them, thoſe who had volun- 
teered in the better cauſe of liberty deſpiſed. The deſection 
of inſatiable divines and ignoble nobles, ſtimulated no doubt 
by the fatal example of ſome deluded, but well meaning 


politicians, and miſtaken friends to reform, now became ine- 


vitable. 


6 
vitable. Thus circumſtanced, they haſtily departed from 
their native ſhore; to ſeek refuge wherever refuge would 
be given, to take ſhelter wherever ſhelter could be found. 

On this occaſion, Eagland, with open arms, received in- 
diſcriminately, all whoſe unhappy ſituation it was to be 
deſtitude not only of places to lay their heads upon, but alſo 
of the indeſpenſible neceſſaries of life. Their wants were 
no ſooner obſerved and known, than ſuitable proviſion was 
made for them, and true Engliſh humanity re-echoed from 
ſhore to ſhore. While Ruſſia on the other hand coldly re- 
ceived a Prince {the Count de Artois) of the houſe of Bour- 
bon ; allotted for him, it is true a revenue and a retinue ; 
both in her mind, well adapted to his romance. The 
former to be collected from among the tractable inhabitants 
of Siberia; the latter, the retinue ! to be compoſed of the 
moſt civilized claſſes of citizens in that part of her Majeſty's 
dominions. A fact too well known to require additional 
corrobation; this then the contraſt :-England, warmly and 
ſubſtantially humane. Ruſſia, coldly, phlegmatically, and 
inſubſtantially hoſpitable. So much by way of prologue to 
the ſubſequent parts of Catharine's Imperial Drama. 

The ſatellites of Continental crowns, and petty German 
Princes, accoutred, ſubſidiſed and commiſhoned, now take 
the field. Holland is attacked. Holland, that is to ſay the 
patriotic part of the nation, nevertheleſs, entertained not a 
warlike hatred, but a generous friendſhip for the French 
people and meant, if left to themſelves, to make no very 
£nergetic ſtruggle with the aſſailants. The Stadtholderian 
party, however, trembling for the ſafety of their then exiſting, 
| | but 
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but fince extinct power, loudly inveighed againſt the in- 
yaders ; ignominouſly placarding the Batayians as inſincere 
ſubjects; while they ſtiled the brave ſons of France, regi- 
cides and traitors ! Lord Aukland, our then reſident Miniſter 
at the Hague, * having ſeconded the clamours of the Orange 
party, Britannia raiſed her galling voice loud among the 
nations ; while the ſtarved - ſtarving creatures of royal mu- 
nificence, had well nigh been choked in rebellowing War 
and plunder ? One Engliſhman ſhall flay ſix Frenchmen | ! 

Stimulated by theſe glow-worms, the whole continent of 
Europe re-echoed the deluſion. We were every where, and 
by all deſcriptions of people daily annoyed, with the prophe- 
tic orgies of ſcoundrel Miniſters, and ſycophant dependants. 
The vale of the temple was rent ; and the ſaints aroſe, or 
ſeemed to ariſe qut of their thouſand years ſealed graves. 
| Weſtminſter groaned from the eaſtern to the weſtern gate; 
and long coils of cordage were obſerved to move in ca- 
pariſon circles of longitude and latitude. White granaries, 
like Mount Etna in the early ſtages of her apoplectic fury, 
high in air diſplayed their ſoporiferous virtues ; Exhalations 
of rum, brandy, gin, and wine, were hereupon infuſed into 
the atmoſpheric conſtitution of the whole dock-yards of the. 
whole kingdom. Things thus every where inflamed, the 
nation intoxicated beyond former example, and in a dream ; 
2 bombardment of the paſſions of Engliſhmen is commenced, 
—The members of the Mauſe of Commons, having previ- 
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ouſly compromiſed for their honor, probity, virtues, and 


legiſlative integrity, Joined the Cruſade. 

The arch ſwindler of the rights of Engliſhmen, England's 
illegitimate ſon and Prime Miniſter, now receives a potent 
manifeſto ; or rather has his own manifeſto returned to him : 
by the deluded, inſulted, and betrayed father of England: 


purporting your Majeſty's no ſmall concern, that the criſis 


feemed faſt approaching when we muſt join iſſue with our 
continental allies and friends—however unaſked, however 
unprovoked, however unneceſſarily, however unjuſtly, how- 
ever chimerically, however diabolically. A war is now 
commenced on the part of England. 

Contemplating the alledged ground on which this war 
was waged, contemplating the then ſtate of our political and 
commercial intereſts as an inſulated people and enterpriſing 
nation; contemplating theſe, I cannot reſiſt the emotions of 
pitty and indignation which take poſſeſſion alternately of my 
mind. Cabinet counſel, however diſtinguiſhed and ſage, 
ought not always to influence the conduct of a King. More 
than the views and ſophiſtic calculations of a particular few 
is neceſſary i in caſes where the ſafety, the dignity, the ex- 
iſtence and proſperity of nations are involved. A general 


convocation of not only the Privy Counſellors in the intereſt 


of the Miniſter of the day, but of thoſe oppoſed to him from 


principle, might frequently prevent the diffuſion of the miſe- 


ries of barbarous wars. By a particular and general inter- 


courſe with the reſpective members of your two Houſes of 


| Parliament, your oy may know the ſentiments of the 


whole. 


„ 
Khole people. Without this, however, no accurate, indeed 
no eſtimation at all, can be rightly made of the ſeveral inter- 
eſts which muſt neceſſarily participate the iſſue of the con- 
reſt. Had the members of Oppoſition, who are Privy Coun- 
ſellors, been conjoined with thoſe of the Treaſury Bench of 
the ſame character, every circumſtance of political moment 
would be fairly ſtated and preciſely underſtood. To this 
mode of conduct it will perhaps be objected, that the ſecrets 
of your Majeſty s Cloſet cannot be promulgated generally to 
the diſſenting part of your Parliament. 1 deny it—Every 
Privy Counſellor who fits in the Cabinet is under the moſt 
ſolemn engagements, not only to your Majeſty but to God 
and the country : the deyelopement of ſecrets there commu- 
nicated is treaſon. Is there a man in England hardy enough 
to hazard the united vengeance of God, the Crown, and the 
people ? I think not. Hence the expediency and conſiſtency 
of an indiſcriminate convocation of all the great Counſellors 
of ſtate. Corruption, my Liege, derives its currency and 
preponderance from the latent imbecility of your councils : 
perjury and bribery therefrom emanate, and the liberties of 
the ſubje& are thereby often violated, and not unfrequently 
ſuſpended. But as it is my intention to treat of Church and 
flate eſtabliſhments in the ſequel, I will not now enter into 
particulars on this important and intricate point. 
The war with France was not undertaken againſt French- 
men, as the rebellious ſubjects of Louis the XVIth. but 
againſt liberty as an evil. An evil liberty always is in the 


contemplation of men whoſe exiſtence depends on the degrees 
of 
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„ 
of ſuperſtition, error, and tyranny which prevail in the world. 
Virtue makes ten thouſand enemies in a day. Vice gains 
the imitating-admiration of a million in one hour. La 
Fayette introduced ſentiments of liberty into the politer con- 
verſation of the great men in France: Mirabeau did the 
ſame. Yet years rolled on years without one ſtruggle, with- 
out one public exertion in the cauſe of truth. When, 
however, the minds of men became generally intoxicated 
with a ſomething of which they could not yet form any 
rational or precife idea, univerſal diſaffection, breathing an 
unintelligible but irreſiſtable love of liberty, took birth 


of univerſal ſubmiſhon. The patriots of France could 


not, indeed would not liſten to the mandatory inter- 
diẽts of trembling Europe: thus revolution and , bloodſhed 
ſucceeded obſtinacy and injuſtice. Parties, as Germany and 
Pruſha were, in thoſe tranſactions which gave riſe to 
rebellion and revolt, your Majeſty would have done more 


ſervice to the cauſe of devoted Louis the XVIth by diſavow- 


ing than aiding the coalition. But this would ill requite the 
ſervices Pruſka and Germany had rendered to you feverally: 
The Queen of the former country brought forth a daughter 
who is married to your ſon, the Duke of York. The Em- 


feror's grandfather was godfather to one of the Prince's of 


the Houſe. of Mecklenburg. Alliances in every way neat 
and dear to you. Grounds ef conteſt the moſt ſireſſiug 
and juſt : 
After many fruitleſs embaſſies to the court of Ruſſia, you! 
Majeſty's Miniſters at length received that court into t 


coalition. This, however, was after a poſitive aſſurance 0 
, the 


661] 


the part of England to pay the expences of the cruſade. Ne- 


teſſary ſums were accordingly tranſmitted from time to time: 
while 70,000 troops, with: their full and ſplendid complement 


of general and other officers, formed an'encampment on the 


left banks of the Wolga. This body, now in a condition to 
take the field, marched off the territories of Ruſſia; and 


England, whoſe gold had been paid before hand, certainly 
expected that the Rhine was their deftination ; but, alas ! 
Poland, always a moſt indigeſtive bone, ſtuck in Catharine's 
throat : laying in the tract, here it was eaſy for her bloody- 


minded banditti to halt, which they did, under the guarantee 


(ſecret guarantee, my Liege) of Pruffia and Pitt. F rederick 
William the King, and „lain William, your Majeſty's truſty 


| fervant; vulnerous in their nobler parts—their- honors ! 


entered into the views of the demon-hearted Catharine. A 
partition of the fine fields of Poland, and the total diſmember- 
ment of that kingly bleſſed republic is now determined on; 
and Pruſſian troops actually in the pay of Great Britain, and 
whoſe aſſiſtance was at the time, .indeed always, required in 
the diſtricts of the Rhine, are ſent, notwithſtanding thoſe 
exiſting good reaſons againſt the meaſure, to aſſiſt the Em- 
preſs in her royal cruſade againſt the liberties of that immor- 
talized people. 

How well they ſucceeded, the dethronement ofs the 9 
and captivity of his chief General fully evince. That they 


have ſuperſeded the liberties of Poland, and impoſed upon 


chat people all the evils of ungovernable anarchy, is alſo 
lamentably true — nor leſs ſo, that they would not have been 
iucceſsful but for the powerful ſupport afforded them by the 


Engliſh 
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Engliſh Miniſter. It is upon record, that Mr. Pitt queſtioned 
both the legal right and conſtitutional policy of any ſubſcrip- 
tion ſcheme being adopted by the citizens of London, for the 
relief of their ſuffering fellow-men, the citizens of Warſaw. 
And ] am bold to aſſert, that the obſtacles thrown in the way 
of that meaſure by the Engliſh cabinet, alone prevented the 
illuſtrious King of the Poles, and his Waſhington-like Gene- 
ral from receiving that from the bounty of liberal minded 
individuals which the cauſe in which they were en- 
gaged, ought to have derived from the executive Power of 
this country. * e OL Era. e 
Catharine, however, deſtroyed the liberties, deſpoilated the 
revenues, gangrened the vital, rational, and political functions 
of the once happy kingdom of Poland By what means * 
Surely by means of Britiſh gold ! received under a ſolemn 
promiſe that 70, ooo men in arms ſhould forthwith be ſent to 
the Rhine to co-operate with the troops of other potentates 
there and thereabouts ſtationed. Perfideous as that trand- 
action was, Pitt endeavoured to effect a re- uion. 


Believe it, Sovereign, nor that on my fingle authority, that a certain 
ſubject of theſe kingdoms is ſuppoſed to be in the pay of Ruiſia and Pruſſia; 
and that while he ſubſidizes thoſe in the name of the King of England, 
they, in their own names and by virtue of their or: authorities, have appro- 
priated a certain ſum per annum to his individual uſe; payable out of, and dur- 
ing their ſovereignty. over, the kingdam of Poland. One good turn, faithful 
Reader, deſerves another! | 


/ 


A treaty 


[- 
ul 


ty 


BY - 27 
A treaty, or rather the inſignias of a treaty of commerce 
is accordingly entered into, and ratified on the part of Great 
Britain and Ruſſia. By this contract, Catharine ſtipulated 


ſor certain privileges and contributions. George, in like 


manner, received, on his part, drafts and emblems of moſt 


magnificient future advantages; pourtrayed on ſound Sibe- 


rian dog-ſkin parchment with the beſt Ockzakow ink. Into 
the merits and demerits of this treaty I ſhall not here enter 


much . more at large: contenting myſelf with obſerving 


that its virtues, like thoſe of Catharine, have not as yet daſhed 


the cup of political life ; that hoy never ſhall is my firm 


unbiaſſed belief. 


Libels on characters exalted either for their probity or 


virtue would ill-become the dignity of a rational ſoul ; in 
every ſituation, under every influence, whether ſurrounded 
by ſpies, or elated by the example of patriot friends, it is 
incumbent on the truly upright man to ſpeak the Gem 
bled language of his heart: I would not, my Liege, hazard 
one aſſertion without equivalent and obvious proof. In the 
preſent caſe the Empreſs derives that merited cenſure from 


. . * - b , 
my integrity, not any preconceived malice or inſtant teme- 


rity. Of all ſorts of men, and all ſorts of actions, I with to 
ſay and to think liberally. 
War in itſelf never will extort eulogium from me. Sin-. 


cerely and unequiyocallyI abhor murderers ; and the generals 


of deſpot armies, according to the etymology of the laws of * 


'=deraliſm and ſocial union, truly are a ſpecies of man- 
layers. In a cauſe univerſally admited to be juſt, * 
could riſk my all of life and property. To defend tyrants. 

D I would 


- 
122 2 
R 2. oa — S- 0 = 
1 + . IIS | V3; 2 —— 
nt cr BC 0 Tn nn YE ]⅛˙ oe ns tv Er ry 9 n4 hs — 
* K * 3 = — — — 
% 
; * 
* 
8 


0 * 
— —6 ———. . — 
"£375 67 25. 


— R * 2 ˙*¾ — » 
— 1 TY AO; GE DI — nu 0 ee 
o 


4 
— 


” 
— — — wa q — 
— 03 ak — FOR th RY a ig 
a. tut Y 
- —— r — 
LY = „ DO OA C2 — 
— 2 2 . — jo 


W Four £4 > oft 
— r 


—— — 


—— 


11 
I would not however raiſe my arm; God forbid. For ſuch 
would be poſitive treaſon againſt Heaven, 

Brunſwick's s mighty General, who pillaged the 3 of 
the German peaſantry, of not only their beſt effects, but 
actually kidnapped the inhabitants themſelves, begun the firſt 
campaign of the preſent war with France. Poſie, as he 
ſeemed to be in the arts of war, his bulls preceded the mili- 
tary cheſt. Louis the 16th, of unfortunate memory, was 
then nominal King of France: unuſed to flavery in his own 
perſon, that degraded Prince countenanced the proceedings 
of the allies. Pruſſia, whoſe mercenary Prince had made 
previous conqueſts in Peland, rather declined the conteſt. 

But diplomatic chicanery at length inſpired his ſoul ; thus 
| his ſupineneſs, though ſaid to ariſe from inability, vaniſhed 
at the ſight of Engliſh gold. I pretend not to ſay that 
Frederick of Pruſſia contracted with F — of York for 
2 five million loan. 

Be this as it may, the . troops under every diſad- 
vantage, are Row marched againſt Mentz, while Brunſwick 
is in the road to Paris. Our mighty Duke, whoſe fame 
ſpread terror and diſmay around, was accordingly received on 
the frontiers of France by Dumourier. _ 

This General, whoſe commiſſion emanated indirectly from 
Louis XVI. arranged the troops of France under the ban- 
ners of that King. Haughty and warlike as the ſoldiers of 
Alexander, the army of the empire ſoon diſplayed their 
burniſhed front. Now in fight of danger, and diſpoſed to 
ſhare the trophies of a bloodleſs victory, your Majeſty's 
good and faithful couſin ſignified a Win to treat with Du- 


mourier. 


( 3s } 
mourier. BRIBE however was not yet agreeable to the 
Frenchman, but proved, on the contrary, introductory to 


an attack. The lines were accordingly formed. 


On this memorable day, when the power of the Empire, 
and the ſtrength of France, when royal Generals, and long 
experienced ſoldiers were oppoſed to plebeian commanders 
and liberty inſpired troops ; when Europe diſmayed, waited 


with pecuhar anxiety to embrace the papal ſtandard of a re- 


lentleſs Empire; when heaven and earth ſeemed big as it 
were with the fate of kingdoms, and the claims of man 
Yes! On that day Brunſwick | fought his ſafety in 
flight ! ! | | 

Inſtead of reaching Paris, he found that only the ſkirts of 
Gemappe could be gained. Here that. important victory 
was obtained: here the boundaries of Brunſwick's glory 
were fixed: and here too the French, had they followed 


their ſucceſs judiciouſly, might have comolidated their 


liberties forever. Becauſe, in ſuch a caſe, the diſcomfiture 
of the plans of the allies would have been inevitable. Yet 


Dumourier, like Hannibal, after the battle of Cannz, mis- 


improved that brilliant day. Brilliant indeed was the at- 
chievement of an attack ſo grand and ſucceſsful. How 
much more ſo, had dignified and temperate zeal, inſtead of 
frivolous and unſoldier-like levity alone diſtinguiſhed the 
event. But man, unmindful man, loſes this moment what 
he acquired the lafl. Even in matters of religion it is ſo: 
for a ſermon, however well expreſſed, enters the docile mind 
agreeably and vaniſhes unfelt. Morality again inculcates 
rectitude in our dealings one with another : an axiom full 

| D2 Fe 


odds. 


oy 
af beauty, but often diſregarded. In ſhort that imbecility, 


incident even to the great, occaſioned a protraction of the 


war. Perhaps your Majeſty will think me undutiful, when 
I ſuggeſt my apprehenſions concerning its iſſue. Really 
every day pregnates with miſery and engenders ſorrow. 


Victorious as your gallant fon was, the poſſeſſion of 


Valenciennes could not long be retained. Conde ſurrendered 


to the allies ; but the Republicans, invigorated even by de- 


feat, ſoon regained that fortreſs. Iwo ſhining examples of 


Britiſh valour and Britiſh imprudence. 


Had a ſufficient garriſon been left in Valenciennes and 


Conde, they might have continued in the poſſeſſion of the 


allied armies to this moment. But England, my Liege, has 
to boaſt only of intemperance abroad, indeciſiveneſs at home, 
puerile Miniſters and college-bred Generals ; not ſteady 


vigor, not prompt communications, not prudent and experi- 


_ enced Generals to diſtinguiſh a career of glory. 


Vaan, petulant, yet ſubtile, without fear of diſgrace or re- 
gard of truth, the prototype of the Scotch Lord Juſtice Clerk, 
planned an attack upon Dunkirk. To enable General, the 
Duke of York, to perform this duty, a draft is made from the 


_ garriſons of Condé and Valenciennes; thus leaving thoſe 


towns defenceleſs. Dunkirk is however actually beſieged. 
and the ſortie of Maubeuge follows—Glorious ſortie ! where 
thouſands fell: where cannons were left ſpiked and marti- 
alled; to deity the laurels of ſanſculotiſm. | 
Immediately after the defeat at Dunkirk, his Royal High- 
neſs filed off with his veterans to the relief of Furnes : here 
tco his ill fortune attended him. Inſtead of effecting a 


junction 
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„„ 
junction wich the allies, he found that a retreat to Holland 
was hardly practicable. Here however the Britiſh arrived» 


and here diſſention and indiſcretion arrived alſo : for no ſooner 


was a general council of war called, than ſycophant punc- 
tilios began to be impoſed: even the brothers by marriage 
propoſed to become combatants by the ſword. 

Warm from the tendril ſurface of the heart thoſe yolitions 
of hereditary honor and ſword-knot virtue ſoon vaniſhed. 
Compulſory prudence inſtantly dilated the hotſpur ardor of 
ducal folly ! And having adjuſted the etiquette a /a . 


affairs began to wear a more agreeable aſpect: but it was 


not till after Colonel Mack arrived at our court that your 


Majeſty began to entertain certain hopes of ultimate ſucceſs. 
This able and ſage officer concerted meaſures ſo adroitly that 
the Pariſians mu/? ſurrender, with all their treaſures, in one 
/iart month. It was even ſo: nay, in leſs time they yielded 
themſelves, their confidence, and their treaſures, into the 
hands of—Roberſpierre ! Colonel Mack was accordingly 
rewarded : five thouſand pounds and travelling expences 


having been diſburſed to his order by Miniſters. On this 


memorable occaſion, your Majeſty” 8 magnanimity illumined 


the whole Britiſh continent While the poor were ſtarving, 


you graciouſly condeſcended to make Colonel Mack a preſent 
of a gold ſnuff-box. | 

Yielding their eyes, minds, brains, hands, and 3 
boxes to the controul of the Imperialiſts, our veteran and 


hardy troops, our hoary and experienced Generals, (of 


whom there were a few |) now rally round the ſtandard of 


To him every, * muſt bow and 


that mf beaten Colonel. 
„ | D 3 | every 
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every tongue give praiſe For ſo ſaid your Majeſty. To 
him every Frenchman muſt yield So ſaid the Emperor 
To him, however, Heaven would not ſubmit her inſulted 
children—No.—God and angels inſpire the councils and 
guide the battles of Frenchmen. Why then, my Sovereign, 
why pray to God to proſper your arms againſt the children 
of Iſrael? © Frenchmen neyer will be ſlaves !“ 

Splendid victories may be obtained, but what are the 
laurels of a murtherous campaign compared to the trophies 
of univerſal peace? Earl Howe triumphed on the firſt of 
June; the glory of Lord Bridport ſoon followed. What has 
tlie nation, the impoveriſhed Britiſh nation, acquired by thoſe 
brilliant diſplays of her naval ſuperiority ? an accumulation 
of domeſtic miſery and foreign malice I have already 
traced the cauſes of our interference in the affairs of France 
both tv a mechanical luſt of dominion and neceſſary predilec- 
tion for deſpotiſm. Viewing the conduct of the cabinet in 
contradiſtinction to the advantages gain a by our fleets, 
politicians will ſuppoſe that Mr. Pitt and Lo d Mansfield glut 
after the ſpoils not honors of war. Long trains of vicious 
dependants, vaſt and and unwieldly hoards of Scots beggars, 
myriads of the unchriſtian children of an idolatrous clergy, 
Aye the valet of the valet of the pimp of a ſpie has purloincd 
our hard wrought for Engliſh gold at the hazard of England's | 
ruin. | 

In proof of theſe affertions, can any thing be more appoſite 
than the infamous proceedings of the Engliſh at Toulon :— 
where Spain, whoſe fleet had aſſiſted at the reduction of that 
place, was inſulted and betrayed. On this occaſion her 
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chief Admiral, Langara, naturally. repugnant. to unprincipled 


coadjutors, appealed to his Sovereign on the fubject of Hood's 

treachery; and the repreſentative of Alfred was impeached 
by the tyrants of Peru. But whether the preſſure of cir- 
cumſtances more immediately intereſting, or that of con- 
viction of guilt actuated the conduct of Miniſters, certain it 
is, that, as an ally, we ſhrunk from our duty on the occa- 
ſion. Far from attempting to refute, we ſought to confirm 
and aggravate the charge. It has been ſaid that tenderneſs 
for the exclu/ive claims of our generous officers alone induced 
the premier to approve of his couſin Hood's conduct. Party 
as Spain was in the war, this could not but rouze her in- 
dignation. Our apparent luſt of unqualified aggrandizement 
provoked her jealouſy. To us, the taking of Toulon was 


the loſing of Madrid; for the King of Spain reſiding in that 


capital was our royal friend. In loſing the confidence of the 
Monarch we muſt forgoe the aſſiſtance of his ſlaves. Men, 
not ſtones and mortar, conſtitute the negocinle ue of a 
town or country. 

Hood, ſo characteriſtic of his progenitor Robin, of ma- 
rauding memory, ſpurned Langara. While the Spaniard, 
whoſe communications always breathed friendſhip and mag- 
nanimity, aſſerted the dignity of his flag. Thus our vaunt- 
ing miniſters and buccaneer Admirals provoked Charles of 
Spain to a diſunion with George of Britain.—lI did fay bucca- 
ner — the event under conſideration warrants the. charge. 
What but the ſpoils of war could have animated the ſoul of 
a Head abe bravery could hardly bring him home.— 

D 5 | Whoſe 
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Whoſe impudent cowardice would not permit him to return 
to his poſt. = | 8 
| But France, who in the mean time anticipated a coolneſs 
between the two courts, adapted her politics to our impru- 
dence. Laying the foundation of their preſent amitv, thoſe 
powers mutually embraced ſentiments of diſregard and con- 
tempt for the cabinet of St. James's: nor does his Spaniſh 
Majeſty ceaſe to cultivate the illuſtrious friendſhip. of the 
French republic. I know not whether that Prince is as reli- 
gious as your Majeſty, but certainly he is as much the 
friend of mankind. King Louis the XVIth. of France, 
and King Charles the IVth. of Spain were couſins. Soon 
after the murder of the former Monarch Spain went to war, 
but is now at peace with the Gallic nation. A trivial diſpute 
between two ſhip-maſters of Spain and Great Britain gave 
| riſe to the Nootka Sound armament already mentioned. A 
capital defection of communed principle gave riſe to an axiom 
extraordinary, that ENGLAND WILL CONQUER FRANCE 
feoner WITHOUT THAN WITH ALLIES.” This axiom, fo 
new in politics, perhaps yet unknown to logicians, is altered 
and amended, as are all the {ſchemes of Pitt, according to the 
: neceſſities of the Cabinet. To-day we are told of the ad- 
| vantages gained by our ally, the Emperor to- morrow, we 
can do better without him. If a Secretary at war happens, 
at any time, to drink fix or ſeven bottles of wine more than 
his uſual dinner allowance, the face of affairs inſtantly ume, 
2 glowing and animating complexion. In one of theſe celet- 
tial reverics, the ſon of Adam will aſſert that Paradiſe was 
not a garden but a fiſi-pond. To this Mr. Pitt ſometimes 
EY 5 ſubſcribes, 
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ſubſcribes; and, miſtaking the back door to Mr. Dundas's 


appartments in the Navy Office, hurries to the Green Park 
to angle for cod. Diſappointed here, the ſcene of the next 
| lake probably opens with a view of a bed-chamber. Charmed 
| to behold his wig and caſſock, the Premier awakes big with 
the wonders of Paradiſe. Many fuch landſcapes diverſify 
the nocturnal excurſions of that warlike man. On thoſe 
{kirmiſhing routs it was that Windham found the way to 
conquer. Spain laid in the tract: regardleſs of the ties of 
honor and obligations of truth, he quarrelled with her Ge- 
nerals : ſuch whoſe integrity he could not ſully he im- 
peached. It was thus we diſcovered that our allies protracted 
the ruin of France. | | os 
In ſeceding from the alliance, the conduct of the court of 
Spain commands the approbation of every honeſt man. Your 
Majeſty, who cannot but wiſh to be ſuppoſed in the num- 
ber of the upright, has no doubt admired her noble con- 
tempt of your unfaithful miniſters. For myſelf, I can ap- 
plaud the virtues of any one: whether a flave or a deſpot, 
what in his life is worthy I admire, 5 
Frederick of Pruſſia and Francis of Germany have per- 
formed no actions in the whole courſe of their paſt political 
life which merit the applauſe of any one. The former 
ſwindled the Engliſh nation of goods and money ; the latter 
with only the ſmall additional compliment of a charter party, 
has done your Majeſty's ſtock-holders the Imperial honor of 
borrowing fix millions ſterling of their money, on the ſecu- 
rity of dominions ſaid to yield an annual revenue of C. 15, 0 


and worth eighteen years purchaſe ; fo that in caſe of a ſale 
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of chat eſtate, the difference in favour of the Emperor will 


be £.3,7 30,000 Should his Imperial Majeſty decline bring- 
ing that eſtate to market, the lenders will moſt certainly ex- 
pect to be reimburſed either by your Majeſty or the perſons 
called your Miniſters. Even the deficiency (L. 3, 30, ooo 
will be demanded of both or either. Commiſfary Watſon 


has, it 1s ſaid, realized one million ſterling in the courſe of 


is ſervices on the continent. His ſucceſſor cannot yet have 


acquired quite ſo much; but it we may be permitted to 
judge of the preſent by the paſt, Le Meſurier will amaſs a 
proportionate ſum. The fortunes of theſe patriots added to 
thoſe of Meſſrs. Dundas, Roſe, and ſo on, to the end of an 
hundred quarto pages, will more than refund the deficiency 


of that loan to the Emperor ! Indeed the peculations of the 


King of Pruſſia may, and oughr to be placed to the account 
of the majority of the members voting for war in the two 


Houſes of Parliament. To whoſe ſhame be it ever pub- 


liſhed, THAT the elective Rehreſentatives of Great Britain have 
2 claimed and diſregarded the fretitions and authority of their con 
Jittuents; APPROPRIATING THE NATIONAL PURSE To 
INDIVIDUAL PURPOSES. Oh, Ara Sublime of virtuous 
Liberty ! NO a art - 
Abandoned to the ſword of the law, thoſe who have tra- 
duced our national character, whoſe whole political life is 
one continued ſeries of oppoſition te truth, who either di- 
rectly or colluſively aſſert, nay deify corruption defended 
dy their equals in infamy, but ſuperiors in impudence - who 


Have unclothed the hungry and denied food to the naked; 


unroofing the peaceful hovel, with a view firſt to diſmay 


and 
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and ultimately kidnap its unambitious owner, devoting the 

partner of his paſt joys but now enhancer of his ſorrows, to 

each ruthful tyranny of haughty fate nor her alone! Eight 

breadleſs children, an aged mother and diſabled fire mingle 

their death-capped tears; while the faithful ox, impatient of 


the crib, imbibes the ſpreading gloom and ſtamps the penſive | 
ground. —Alas, my Sovereign | the guilt of your ſervants, | 
now extending univerſally, thus diſtracts the creatures and 
inſults their God. But know, the ſword of the law may 
yet imbrue the ſcaffold or the lamp-poſt with their blood. 
Yet, however juſtice may demand vengeance on thoſe 
offending againſt her precepts, in no caſe would I defire the | if 
ſacrifice of human life, except where murder had been pre- PEE l 
viouſly committed by the accuſed. Moſes very humanely, | 1 
| and [ think wiſely, gave it as law to the Ifraelites, not to | 
| ſlay peculators. With him, however, life for life was a 
ſoyereign maxim. The lawgivers of the preſent day no 
doubt believe that Moſes had his commiſſion ſent to him 
from above. Judging from effect to cauſe, the moſt liberal- 
minded among us, who have peruſed the reports of cauſes 
adjudged in the Scotch Court of Juſticiary, in the. years 1793, 


4ands, cannot but imagine the ſucceſſors of Moſes have 


received their commiſſions from below. Appointed to diſ- | 
tribute juſtice i in mercy, the Lords of your Majeſty's law 

benches will doubtleſs ſay—** This is more than life for life. 

The priſoner at the bar (meaning the Chancellor of the Ex- 

chequer) has conſpired againſt and deſtroyed the lives of 

| thouſands. Ergo, His ſingle life is not an equivalent ran- 

| lom for the lives of ſo many.” To theſe fractional gentle- 

: mens 


- 
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men, philoſophers will reply, When the priſoner at the bar 
difcontinues his ſinful practices, honeſtly abjures the devil and 
all his crafts, confeſſes his ſins, and claims the protection of 
God and his country, Engliſhmen will obliterate his mani- 
fold crimes from the book of their remembrance, and recom- 
mend his ſoul to the grace of Heaven.” : 

Such amiable ſentiments, ſuch godly philanthrophiſts warm 
and elate the mind; our ſenſes exhilerate with natal j Joys, and 
the culprit ſtands half acquitted in our eyes. Doctrine 
ſo generous, ſo noble, ſo divine, eaſily intereſt the magna- 

nimous and brave. Your Majeſty, fo imminently humane, 
will at once adopt the ſentiment. It however is neceſſary to 
pourtray the life of that political wonder generally, ere com- 
plete acquieſcence can be given to propoſitions and ſuggef- 
: tions ſo truly ſublime, and, with their limitations, ſo politi- 
cally juſt, 

His unprovoked perſecution of the 1 of reform, 
his indirect declaration of war againſt the French nation, his 
gold hook treaſons and ſilver- arrow commotions, abetted, but 
nat contrived, by the civilians of Newgate and St. Giles's; 
theſe, and many ſuch remain to be delineated and their pro- 
bable conſequences foretold. In vain does your Highneſs be- 
leve that treacherous man, The ſovereignty of Brittany and 
Champaign may be among the laurels of his inebrious dreams 
—He never will, behold the arms of theſe provinces quar- | 
tered with thoſe of Great Britain! | 

Property begins to loſs much of its operation and influence 
on the rational part of mankind. .Daily improvements in the 


knowledge of aits, <a. and true religion, cauſe pro- 
gleſſive 
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greſſive changes in the ſtate of ſociety, So ſoon as operative 
reaſon has ſtamped the worſhip of the true God with her be» 
neficent and illumining ſeal, the power of working miracles 
will be reſolved into that of living thoroughly virtuous, free 
| from diſſimulation and abounding in mercy, France bounds 
impetuous over the yolume of her paſt errors. Reaſon every 
where impreſſes the indelible maxims of univerſal liberty: ſu- 
perſtition and error vaniſh in their turn. Of this, Guade- 
lope is an appoſite example. 

We pronounced the emancipation of that oppreſſed colony 
impolitic, ill-timed, and inhumane. Now, however, the im- 
policy, inaptitude, and cruelty of the meaſure, is never once 
urged againſt the Convention. It was not impolitic, ill- 
timed, and inhumane, but the contrary. What have the co- 
lonials done —maſſacred the whites ?—No! They puniſhed 


their tyrants, We in England have courts of law; to theſe 


we refer our actions for battery and aſſault. In Guadelope, 
however, there were no tribunals to which the negroes could 


appeal except the tablets of the hearts of their incorrigible 


drivers. Over theſe, merey never dawned; in their breaſts, 
benevolence never cheared one ſolitary virtue, humanity never 
rouſed a ſigh. To whom then muſt the negroes refer their cauſe—? 
God and the Convention! Ves, my Liege, to theſe and their 


own indignant but manly ſouls they made one ſolemn and ge- 


neral appeal; and, with as much magnanimity as if they had 


been born ſons of Emperors and educated at European courts, 
conſigned the guilty to their fate: protecting, nevertheleſs, 
ſuch of their maſters as had at any time ſhewn them mercy. 


„ 


(4) : 
The Welt India Colonies, proclaim to the world that 
France ſhall not be conquered: and Corfica, though governed 
by an Engliſh Viceroy, is yet a republic. In all inſtances, 
amidſt every viciſfitude of a painful revolution, your Majeſty 

| has obſerved that France deſires only to be free. What, mag- 
nanimous Prince, what ſo invaluable as liberty? What, tell 
me what ſo charming in theory and felicitous in practice? 
Heavens! I cod plunge into oceans of boiling lead to fave 
my country. He is no patriot, who would ſeek his own per- 
fona gratification in a people's ruin. | 
Loais the XVIth. whoſe fate I moſt ſincerely deplore, to 
whoſe innocence I am ready to bear witneſs—Ah Louis! to 
your innocence, nay, to the many virtues which adorned 
your life J heartily ſubſcribe—but, you alas! you inherited 
prejudices ; capricious Miniſters adviſed you to the perform- 
ance of a poſitive violation of the ſocial compact: — Theit 
heads, not your's, ought to have anſwered for the crimes of 
a diſorganized reign! King George the Third would do bet- 
ter in rejecting, than adopting the views and meaſures of a 
vicious Minifter.—France never will be. conquered againſt 
her will. Engliſhmen never need be ſlaves againſt their in- 
clination. | 

Equal repreſentation, and every emblem of virtuous legiſ- 
lation ſignalized the ſubmiſſion of Paoli and his party. Why 
withhold from Engliſhmen, what the Corſicans enjoy pro- 
tected by our arms? Probably it will be ſaid that corruption 
cünnot exiſt where poverty prevails. The Corſicans are in- 


deed poor: at any rate they cannot pay the expences of their 
new 


5 (4) 
new government. When they can—penſions, ſinecures, and 
taxes, will no doubt abound ! | 
Great Britain, whoſe debts far exceed the fee ſimple of her 
territories cannot long exiſt in credit. The ſchedule of taxa- 


tion is now under my eye,—Tremble, O ye people; your 


houſes, your lofty houſes threaten defolation. Affiliated with 
the Empreſs as we are, your Majeſty may be aſſured every 
advantage will be taken of the approaching embarraſſments of 


your ſubjects. Staniſlaus was not only the King, but the 


ſource of happineſs in Pola What is he now? A patriot 
in chains! Beware, my Liege, the foul of the Czarina pants 
after dominion. A revolution ih England is a poſſible thing. 
Should aggravated inſults diſuſſite and inflame the loyal Bri- 


tons, your life may not be endangered, but your crown will f 


If events terminate unfavourable, and that you are compelled 


to exclaim A kingdom for a horſe !“ I fear Catharine will 
abandon your cauſe to the mercy of your enemies. 


It is very true, that a ſeeming kind, friendſhip ſubſiſted be- 


tween your Majeſty and the Empreſs during the whole of the 
fic Ruſſian and Turkiſh war. England then. eo- operated 
both with ſhips and money: thus enabling the Czarina to 
combat the power of the Porte effectually, as well as to pave 
the way to the ultimate conqueſt of Oczakow. When how- 
ever the united forces of. France and Seain, | may ſay the 
whole ſouthern hemiſphere, were againſt us, Ruſſia would 
not aſſiſt your Majeſty with either man or ſhip. The reduc- 
tion of Oczakow and the other poſſeſſions of the Crimea, 
above alluded to, ſo much annoyed your Majeſty's Miniſters 
| that her conduct on that occaſion was declared to be an in- 


direct 
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direct violation of the liberties of Europe. Vet that unprin⸗ 


Cipled defection of our intereſts, which, though the war with 
America was unjuſt and impolitic, nevertheleſs evinced the 
Cupidity natural to the court of Peterſburg, did not provoke 
an armament. True, we were in arms againſt France, Spain, 
and America, at the time, and of courſe little prepared to 
ſend a navy to Scotland to amuſe and entertain the people 
there. Critical, indeed, was the then ſituation of the balance 
of power, but Lord Notth, with all his faults, was not ſo 
impudently capric.ous as the ſon of Chatham. Nevertheleſs 


your Majeſty even at that period of yourlife, might have profited 
by the experiment; nor ſully the dignity of your Crown by 


coaleſing with a traitor. Traitorous, indeed, was the haughty 
ſilence of the Empreſs—ſince then aggravated by many more 

acts as flagrantly imperious, 
In the year 1780 her armed een *, projected in royal 
contempt of our till, and that too in the heat and heart of 
'r5 the 


* Though this armed neutrality gave conſiderable offence to Great Britain, 
a more uſeful meaſure never was projected by any ſovereign. In ſuture the 
powers of Europe, in caſe of a war ketween any two of them, will not be able 
to annoy a neutral nation. On the contrary, the ſubjects as well as trade of 
any neutral ſtate will be held ſacred, inſomuch that the powers at war, ſhould 
they evince a diſpoſition to obſtruct the trade or ſub ects of thoſe in a ſtate of 
armed neutrality, cannot do it with impunity. 
The treaty recently ratified at Philadelphia, on the part of your Majeſty 
and the American ſtares, embraces the ſingular advantages obtained by 
commercial countries ever ſince that armed neutrality. Though 1 with not 
to diſſemble that there have and that there will many eſſential advantag2s accrue 
to trading nations from that piece of policy, I am not prepared to compliment 
te Empreſs oh any predetermined deſigh of doing good to mankind. Her only 


motive for adopting the meaſure was ac ceſſion of power ! 


4 ) 


the American war, was an overtact of indelible perfidy. If 


any proofs of ſupreme ſagacity, joined to unparalleled treachery, _ | 


were wanting to embelliſh the hiſtory of crowns, her Ma- 
jeſty, the Empreſs, afforded it on that ever memorable occa- 
ſion. But we heard in ſilence and rebuked her not. Certainly 


Jeſus Chriſt recommends benevolence, charity, and devotion. - 


As the head of our church on earth, your Majeſty, ſhould 
any one dare to ſmite you on the left cheek, would moſt un- 
doubtedly turn the right cheek to be ſmitten in like manner. 


So would the benevolence of thine heart outſhine the croſier 


and the taper. On theſe principles you were known to treat 


with your good ſiſter of Rruſſia, but be careful, my Sovereign, 
leſt after ſmiting thee upon the cheek, the blow ſhould double 
thy ſhoulders. A caution which I humbly ſubmit to every 


crowned head in Europe. | | 
Poland, ill fated Poland, deſtroyed and diſmembered, is 
monumental of the arrogance of the inexhorable Ruſſians. 


dullenly auſtere and inflexibly unjuſt, the Empreſs of all the 


Ruſſias commanded the amiable Staniſlaus to quit his kingdom 
and reſign his crown. This Prince, for virtue and integrity, 
equalled only by your Majeſty, was accordingly tranſlated from 
the palace and the councils of an adoring and free people to 


the priſon, and the flanders of an impious and uſurping deſpot. 


His Waſhington- like general Kozoiſckou, likewiſe expe- 


rienced her avenging tyranny; while Warſaw in chains re- 


echoed the groans, the heaven · directed groans of captive vir 
tue! And what, alas, was your conduct on the occaſion ;—even 
turned thy ri uy cheek and was ſmitten. - Compromiling the 
inſult under colour of a treaty offenſive and defenſive, 
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By this treaty certain ſtipulations are guaranteed, and 
certain ſubſidies granted: ſwarms of Ruſſian ſoldiers are to be 
ſent to the Rhiue, in exchange for myriads of Engliſh guineas, 
part already tranſmitted, and part to be paid on demand. 

Portentous as theſe events are, with regard to their pro- 
bable conſequences, it may be my duty to leave your Ma- 
jeſty to the contemplations of your more cool and deliberate 
moments. Hazardous indeed are all anterior opinions on ſub- 
- jefts whoſe reſpondent iſſue is deeply involved in the myſtiſn 
of time. Judging events that may be by thoſe that did hap- 
pen, men generally conſider the preſent ſtate of ſuch affairs as 
relate to the paſt cauſes of certain actions. Judging of Ca- 
tharine and her court in the year 1795, I am led back to the 
period of the American war already mentioned. On this oc- 
caſion your Majeſty received only threats and inſolence in re- 
turn for the many and good offices Great Britain had rendered 
the Emprefs in her firſt Turkiſh: war; ſo that inſtead of 
friendſhip we have experienced treachery.. Perhaps the ſqua- 
dron of armed cruizers now-in our ſeas, would not have been: 
ſent thither had the Czarina been required to do it at her 


own expence. The diſmemberment of Poland is an invin- 


ible argument againſt Ruſſian honor. 

Foreign connections have always proved deſtructive of 
Lnglifh liberty. Saxons, Germans, Heſſians, and Hanove- 
rians, have alternately-ſhared the honor of impoſing Kings on- 
Britain. We remember an attempt recently made by a cer- 
tain great officer of ſtate to ingraft Electoral faſhions and the 
creatures of Electoral deſpotiſm on the fair branches of Eng- 


- liſh freedom: the affailants were however repulſed. At that 
; time 


n 
time exiſting laws were found ſufficient. Laws there cer- 
tainly are which preclude the ſubjects of foreign Princes, un- 
det the general deſcription of aliens, from the enjoyment of 
the rights of citizenſhip in England. This likewiſe involves 53 
the troops of foreign countries. And whenever the time has 
arrived that Engliſhmen are ſummoned to yield their inali- 
enable rights to alien Marbons, I truſt my country will enforce 
that unequivocal law: not only againſt thoſe who are aliens 
by birth, but in tencold degree againſt the many who are na- 
tives by birth but damnable aliens by practice. 
During the whole of that ſtrenuous oppoſition which that 
lawleſs propoſal to land Heſſian troops in England provoked, 
the conduct of the adminiſtrative government negatived in- 
directly, the then conſtitutional rights of the ſubject. | 
With regard therefore to the free admiſſion of Ruſſian ſol- 
diers into the territories of Great Britain, it is ſelf-evident 
that ſuch a meaſure would be, an expreſs declaration of war, 
on the part of the adminiſtrative government of Druning- 
fPreet, againſt the Britiſh people. f 
I will admit that a treaty, in what concerns the parties 
therein virtu9ufly deſcribed, is morally binding, and ought to 
be obſerved by thoſe ſo deſeribed with religious ſanity. But 
as no rational being, poſſeſſing a prior knowledge, that on | 
ſigning ſuch a paper he ſubſcribes to have his natural and ſo- 
cial rights taken from him, would become a party; I con- 
clude that the people of England are not and cannot be bound 
by any treaty, however ſpecious, having that for its object. 
Even Mr. Pitt will ſubſcribe to this doctrine, while he ſubſt- 
dite, Ruſfia and the Empire. | 
E 2 ] But 


is 

But however triple alliances may be ſolemnly adopted, [ 
am certain that, Engliſhmen will not ſubmit to the contro! 
of alien-deſpots. Charles the Second, ill-fated Prince] ought 
to be remembered by the Kings of England for ever. Con- 
ſpirators of every kind have found that Britons can ſpurn a 
ty rant · ſubject as ſucceſsfully as a tyrant King. 

Engliſhmen have ever been loyal, even to a fault, They 
venerate the perſon, prerogative, and crown of a good King. 
And the Sovereign who enjoys the love of ſuch a people is 
truly placed beyond the reach of human laws. Nevertheleſs 
no man, however exalted his ſtation, ſhall deſtroy the liberties 
of Engliſhmen with impunity. 

At preſent the qualms of hope and e diſarm many 
an active mind. Patriotiſm lowers over the dull and phleg- 
matic horizon of mental apathy. Children mewling to be 
fed, while the parents ſeem to gnaw nature with ſighs ; ma- 
nufaQures decayed, and trade monopolized; alas ! a thou- 
ſand unparalleled * evils now harraſs the independent ſoul. 
When theſe have a little abated, tyranny, ſuperſtition, and 
error mult vaniſh. Britons, my Sovereign, regard their hea- 
ven-derived freedom as the angels in Heaven adore and love 
their and our God. D<fend it we ſhall, againſt every im- 
pious combination of every kind.. No long line of hereditary 
prejudices, no admiration of the private virtues of an ill- 
adviſed King, no; not the cities of ſedition ſhall retard free- 
men in their progreſs to truth. To every man who thinks, 
it muſt be obvious, that our very climate, our ſoil, manners, 
Choice of amuſenents; our diſcoveries ; the inventions with | 
which we are moſt pleaſed ; thoſe inſtitutions we delight in 
| encouraging 
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encouraging—Yes! the frame of an Engliſhman is that of 
an organized ſyſtem of humanity, ſincerity, honor, liberty and 
truth ! Why then, my Sovereign, why deſire to affiliate in object 
with the Lady of the North. It may contaminate your virtues 
though it cannot obliterate our loyalty. 

Too many, alas! are the circumftances which at preſent con- 
ſpire to render loyalty trite and common place. And ſome, leſs 
faithful than capricious, will perhaps ſay, that, details ſuch as I 
havehere under taken, inſtead of encouraging to temperate manly 
perſeverance in the cauſe of truth, tend to provoke uncon- 
querable diſaffection. Provoke what it will, I am determined 
to make my ſentiments known to your Majeſty, and the coun- 
try. How, zealoufly attached as Tam, to the friends and ad- 
vocates of practical liberty, can I help cheriſhing ſincere and 
lively ſentiments of regard and loyalty towards you ? Certain 
tranſactions fully vindicate the paſt conduct of certain men. 
Had the advice of ſome among them been acted upon indivi- 
duals who at this moment rank high in your Majeſty's eſteem, 
ſhould have long ſince been diſtinguiſhed only by their merited 
degradation. Adviſed to the adoption of particular ſervants, 
your Majeſty's royal intereſts have been neglected and be- 


trayed, The country groaning under oppreſſions of every 


kind, preſents a ſad picture of the wickedneſs of the admini- 
ftrative body. Though crops of wheat, barley, and oats, as 
abundant, perhaps, as any ever known, was gathered in only 
in Auguſt laſt, yet wheaten biead is now ſold in our markets 
at the famine-boding price of is 14d. per quartern loaf. This, 
and the certainty of a weekly advance on that and every other 
anicle of ſubſiſtence, muſt fearfully impreſs every feeling mind. 
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What deepens the horrors of this melancholy ſcene beyond 
every known diſaſter of former periods is, that orphans, wi- 
dows, mothers, grave · declining fathers, and manacled bro- 
thers, mingle the tears of filial grief with the more dilapida- 
ting floods which flow in the ſilvery current of bleak- eyed 
poverty. Expectant on the abſent ſire, the orphan and the 
widow thus conjoin the tears of the fatherleſs with thoſe of the 
naked and the hungry. Great God of Nature, ſource of 
light and life, inviſible cauſe of viſible entity, creator of man, 
diſpoſer of crowns ; Oh, Majeſty Supreme of intelligent mi- 
rac les, to thee, to thee moſt benignant and merciful Deity, I 
appeal on che iniquity of mortal man! Thine awful nod 
brought worlds into exiſtence, worlds and adorers of worlds 
mult yaniſh at thy command. This inſtant I write preſenily 
I die. Alas! ſuch the tenor, the fleeting tenor of earthly 
poſſeſſions and of earthly crowns ! Here, here at my breaſt, 
tremendouſly barbed, death's bloody arrow hangs. It flutters 
in my breath, watchful of each opening pore. My pulſe beats 
high: my nerves relax: trepedation ſeizes the haughty ſoul ! 
Ah, my Sovereign, ah how diſmal, yet how certain is 
death Would to God I could inſpire a ſenſe of the 
common danger: that my voice could reach the remote 
chamber of the lumbering monarch : that I could arouſe man 
to the contemplation of man. Man, futile man | to day a 
Prince, to- morrow an inanimate maſe of humors and mortal iy 
---He dies! and, ſtript of all his earthly grandeur, is tranſlated 
frem the palace of the monarch to the manſions of the dead] 
Reflect and read again. II] Nothing ſo much in- 
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tereſts man as the acknowledged fatality incident to humanity. 


Did Princes frequently*compaſſionate with other men; did phi- 
ſophers appeal to their perſonal feelings when they ſurvey vaſt 
animate ſpace ; did the warlike veteran for a moment ſtart 
back from beholding the doubtful battle ; did men ſeriouſly 


reflect that they are mere men, millions of ſpecie, and tons 


upon tons of our national produce would not have been ſent to 
feed deſpot legions, nor laviſhed at home on the creatures of 
popery. The emigrant French have invariably ſhared thoſe 
excluſive comforts which only free-born Engliſh ought to en- 
joy. The Engliſh are not an avaricious but generous people. 
They would and did participate their bread and beer with theſe 
miſerable fugitives; but government, leſs virtuons and leſs hu- 
mane, have torn the huſband from the ſide of the wife to fight 
the battles of gorgeous and coward Frenchmen. Oh, King 
George! how ſerious and how dread the crimes of thy Miniſ- 
ters. What maſſacre of Engliſh bumanity ! what devaſtation 
of Britain's loyal ſons! By the Gods, I tremble for your 
crown in common with freedom and my country. | 


Your Majeſty can boaſt of being the only King of England 


that ever reigned in the midſt of ſuperlative proſperity and 
unrivalled adverſity. Theſe extremes you have lived to ſee, 
and may yet be permitted to ride the ſtorms of revolution and 
reform, Revolution, in mens ſentiments, I heartily wiſh for. 
That revolution, however, which abounds only in anarchy and 
impetuous homicide, I diſavow, and would contribute my 
whole rational and animal powers to avert. | | 

But thoſe deeply indented wounds which Engliſh liberty 
and Engliſh wealth have received, cannot be healed by the 
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application of milk and water cataplaſms. Rooted in their 
averſion to an unprincipled Miniſter, the cries of the nation muſt 
reach the throne. Reform is the watch-word of all, while 
prieſt-· craft and villainy ſeem to mean only one and the ſame 
thing. In ſuch times the ſafety of your Majeſty's perſon, chil- 


dren, and government, depends, not on the number of armed 


men in your pay; not on the quantities of cannon and cannon 
ball in ſtore; not on magazines, and well garriſoned ſorts, 
but on the degrees of benevolence, wiſdom, and juſtice which 
mark your public life. | | | 

The ill ſucceſs of the war amounts to the propoſition faith 
aſſerted and invariably defended by the minority in your two 
houſes of parliament—namely, that this was and is an Unusr 
and UxxECESSA RV WAR. UnJusT, becauſe the French, 
however the memorable decree of the 23d November 1792 
did import a declaration of war againſt royalty, were, from the 
earlieſt commencement of the revolution, ingenuous and 
friendly in their communications with the Engliſh people. 
The cruſade of the Princes of the empire provoked thatdecrec : 
for, headed by the Emperor, theſe certainly were the prejudiccd 
friends of royalty in arms, againſt the generous reformers 
of F rench monarchy, From friends to monarchy, deſperate 
indignation changed . the ſons of Gallia into enthuſiaſtic re- 
publicans. It was in this inebtious Era of the revolution that 
that deeree paſſed the convention, And why take up arns 
againſt a people j uſt awakened from the cruel dream of ſlavery, 


in the morning of their fleeting enthuſiaſm. Had your Majeſty, 


on this occafjon, ſent wiſe and temperate ambaſſadors to the 


the virulence of that imprudent decree would 
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have been diſ.vowved, if not wholly cancelled. Such patriotic 


benevolence would have prevented the invaſion of Holland, 
Nay the Emprror, with his legions, perceiving the reality 
of our fiiendihip towards France, muſt have declined the 


conteſt, Thus would Europe, united in amicable magnani- 


mity, have to congratulate your Majeſty on being the deli- 
verer of Lewis the XVIch, Who might then well be ſtiled 


„ Kingand reſtorer of French liberty.“ But, alas, the ſeaſon 


is now paſt! We are at Wax; and how to make a peace 


that will equally embrace the intereſts of the Engliſh people, 
and thoſe of the French republic, is now the queſtion, Chi- 


merical ſchemes of impracticable deſcents will not do: your 


Majeſty muſt meet the French with ſentiments of unfeigned 


eſteem. Conſcious of having miſtaken the juſtice of their 


cauſe, you muſt honeſtly confeſs your upright contrition 


for going to war at all. Blot out their recorded errors : 
they will obliterate the inſcribed follies of your people, 
and the crimes of your ſervants, Let me intreat you, my 


Sovereign, to act deciſively in this omenous criſis of your 
reign, | 


Holland rejected our co-operatjon 3 the Stadtholder and his 


party now moulder into inſignificance; while the Generals 


of the French republic are projecting and eſtabliſhing a new 
form of government for the ſtates general. | 
Former'y we were accuſtomed to hear of daily embarkations 
of French Emigrant troops, under the command of the Earl 
of Moira. Recently an embarkation of part of them way 
actually made under the direction of Puiſſay, a profligate 
Count of the proſcribed French family of that name. Qui- 
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beron dignified the brows of that coadjutor of your Majeſty*; 
war-miniiter with defeat, accompanied with circumſtances of 
additional diſgrace, At the time general Hoche was eſcorting 
the convoys of Britiſh ſtores left at Quiberon Bay to the 
granaries of the French republic, our Plebeian fellow men at 
home were ſtarvipg! | 
| Reviewing the conduct of that peccant ex- noble, the already. 
mentioned Puiſſay, I muſt cand ily confeſs I doubt, greatly doubt 
his ſincerity. Many indeed ſuppoſe that he riſked the lives of 
his companions in hopes that their fall would procure him the 
fale of their Commiſſions. Of the truth of this ſact Secretary 
Windham and the Count will be able to inform your Majeſty, 
Reverting to that period of the war when Holland was molt 


in danger, many fingular and important facts occur to my 


recollection. Among them is that of a vaſt quantity of corn 


having been tranſpor:ed hence thither. This happened at a time 
When the Spital- field weavers, the major part of them at leaft, 
were in a preparatory ſtate of abſolute ſtarvation. Trifling 
ſubſcriptions were indeed opened, and ſparingly filled by thoſe 
very corn factors whoſe treafonable but protected commerce 
brought the nation to the verge of famine. In this eriſi 
every popular demagogue echoed the ſentiments of ſena- 
torial jobbers ; while committee after committee appriſed your 
Majeſty's Miniſters of the probable conſequences. 

The reports of theſe committees met with apparent deference, 
and every thing flattering was fo be done. Yet free exporta- 
tion and illicit contracts followed thoſe parliamentary orgies 
jn rapid ſucceſſion; and not till the laſt harveſt was gathered 


In and ſecured, did the imperious ſway of poverty ceaſe to 
prevail 


| VV 

prevail. At thet eventful period, bread certainly fell in price; 
yet the quality of the flower was wholly diſproportionate both 
to the ſeaſon and the rate per buſhel. | | 

After prudent and well timed ſuggeſtions on the hardſhip 
that would inevitably attend general ſcarcity, after witneſſing 
the many popular evils which paſſed in daily ſucceſſion in our | 
ſtreets, and by our doors; after loud and reiterated complaints 
frem every quarter of the kingdom; when aſſociation after 
aſſociation, and ſubſcription upon ſubſcription was formed for 
the avowed purpoſe of affording temporary aſſiſtance to the 
ſtarving many ; when even your Majeſty's Privy Council had 
ſolemnly publiſhed and declared their ſenſe of the then actual 
- exiſting ſcarcity, and approaching famine : recommending 
certain regulations approved of by themſelves to be adopted by 
the whole nation.— After this for a War Miniſter to contract 
with a City Cornfactor for every buſhel of corn, &c. he could 
purchaſe--ſome ſay plunder ; to receive one ſhilling ſterling 
per-buſhel on delivery, of every buſhel of corn, &c. ſo pro- 


cured: what, I ſay, after all this is your Highneſs to infer 
from the conduct of your ſervants, 


Thine to reprove while T their crimes relate; 


Unmix'd with envy, unalloy'd with fear. 


What need is there of invention to delineate a canvaſs thus; 
chequered withthe moſt unequivocal ſigns of the moſt deliberate 
treaſon. We all know that a ſcarcity did exiſt previous to the- 
gathering- in of the laſt barveſt; knowing this, what are we 


to infer from the wanton cruelty of a peculating adminiſtration,, 
but 
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but one of two intentions, —Either your Majeſty's Minjſters 
have predetermined to ſtarve Engliſhmen into a ſurrender of 
their liberties, or, in caſe of failing in that attempt, employ 
ſecret agents to buy up, and monopolixe the corn; in order 
to their having the excluſive privilege of trading with the 
enemies of their country. Both theſe caſes occur to many as 
being not only probable, but the a priori, and virtual ſchemes 
of Miniſters. True there are thoſe who reſolve the fact into 
another third probability, which is, that our good and humane 
politicians in the tory-intereſt in England have ſuppoſed that 
in proportion as bread in our markets increaſes in price, and 
decreaſes in quantity, foreigners will be invited to import 
cotn into our ports, The immenſe bounties propoſed to be 
given, may have ſuch an operation upon the French markets, 
But is it not ſlender, and ſhort ſighted policy for Pitt to 
imagine that France cannot offer, (for to offer is not to give) 
| greater bounties than even impudent Ryder can propofe, 
Whoever bids highe/t gains the prize, The forced loan in 
France will enable the Convention to out-bid St. James's, 
and thus thoſe weapons with which Pitt and his colleagues 
expect to deſtroy the French people, may yet turn, in all 
the ſlagnated horrors of a blood imbrued Lioneſs, upon your 
Majeſty's puerile ſervants—if not upon the royal houſehold. 
On my poli:ical honor I do not wiſh for Mr. Pitt, though 
perhaps the leaſt humane and virtuous of mankind, to die 
hungry,—let him live. Where there is life there is hope. 
| Notwithſtanding the atrocity, notwithſtanding the gh 
recus wretchedneſs of that man's political conduct; notwith- 
ſtanding 


— 


„ 
ſtanding that circular letters dictatec by him, were ſent from 
Secretary Portland's office, to the ſeveral Lords Lieutenants, 
&c. of the different counties of England and Scotland: con- 
_ taining ſchedules of reports to be ſent by them to the com- 
mittee in the Commons, with a view, as has ſince been di- 
vulged, to corroborate his fa!ſe aſſertions reſpecting the virtually 
true quantity of wheat reaped laſt harveſt ;—notwithſtanding 
theſe facts, now ſo generally known, there is one I have yet 
to mention, which will readily appear to your Majeſty more 
deeply infamous than even the moſt flagitious of thoſe tranſ- 
actions. | 

A PUBLIC FUNCTIONARY, 2070 the moſt exalted in the City 
of London, was accuſed not long. ſince of trading with the French 
nation, not merely upon corn contracts but with Bullion. . 

Publie deriſion added to private contempt, ſoon compelled 
that worthy Magiſtrate to reſort to the unworthy aſſociates 
of his confirmed guilt for a character. Gentlemen ſo truly 
diſintereſted and virtuous as thoſe were, could not fail to com- 
mand univerſal credit. The morning following the impeach- 
ment of their chief, they poſted up bills in his vindication, in 
every coffee houſe, and in every fireet adorned with the ſig- 
natures of the united cornfactors to the National Convention, 
The whole vaniſhed on the evening breeze, and the ac- 
cuſed had the ſatisfaction next morning to be told by © a 
good honeſt fellow, his barber, that he (meaning the Alder- 
man) was not ſent to the Tower,” On a review cf theſe 
circumſtances, every, honeſt man muſt ſhrink and tremble. 
Anticipating the dreadful cataſtrophe they certainly por- 
tend, Engliſhmen will, for they muſt, ſpurn all power. 
For OP gracious Sire, I know not how to reconcile 
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the criminality of ſuch proceedings with the known ſub- 
fiſting connection between the chief actors in thoſe ſcenes, 
and the chief actors in your Majeſty's cabinet. One thing 
muſt be true Pitt will not hazard a proſecution againſt 
Curtis, leſt the latter ſhould adduce Scotts contract with 


Windham in exculpation. Certain it is that the Magi ſtrate 


is cornfaRor to the Convention, and Pitt, baker to Louis the 
XVIIIth. Charette, Puiſſa, &c. 

Theſe are ſome of the many unhappy advantages Engliſh- 
men have derived from this war of Kings ; advantages which, 
though truly inauſpicious as to their intrinſic demerits, yet 
| have an obvious tendency to ameliorate the condition of man- 
kind, Invariably I have inculcated the doctrine of temperate 
reſiſtance, becauſe J know that it is only neceſſary to keep 
the Britiſh boſom politically warm; for truth and liberty 
will ſoon triumph over deluſion and tyranny. When the pur- 
port of a late meſſage, ſo momentuous, yet ſo deceptive, was 
announced, bank and funded credit roſe in tenfold proportion 
to the real probability of a ſpeedy peace. That meſſage 
however conveyed a poſitive acknowlegement of the French 
Republic; and, confidering the grounds on which your 
Majeſty entered into the conteſt, likewiſe confirms and ſub- 


ſtantiates a doctrine once the moſt offenſive to King's and 
abettors of the claims of King's. This doctrine ſo popular, 


but till now ſo intolerable to the admirers of pure deſpotiſin, 


no longer requires the vindication of a Paine, a Price, or à 


Priefiley. Your Majeſty moſt unfeignedly admits the para- 
mount right of a people to chooſe their own governors, and 
to caſhier them for miſconuf? when they pleaſe, The acknow- 

ledgement 
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ledgement of the French Republic amounts to the acknows 
ledgement of that axiom in its fulleſt and moſt general latitude : 
Hence the ſublime exertions of enthuſiallic Burke, the 


_ pageant diſcants of more mechanical Young, the libels of 


Judge Reeves and martial atchievements of a Windham, muſt 


yield to that moſt ſolemn declaration of our good and virtuous 

King. Frenchmen choſe a Republic, Engliſhmen, whenever 
their governors have betrayed and traduced the interefts and 
dignity of their official ſupremacy, may alſo chooſe a Republic, 
or any other form of government they pleaſe. 

In admitting theſe poſitions, with all their correllative con- 
ſequences, your Majeſty has diſplayed that high ſenſe of poli- 
tical honor, that amiable regard for the intereſts of your 

ſubjects, that frank and princely diſavowal of divine hereditary 
right, which, whenever the doctrine has been qualified by the 
anequivocal 52 of a virtuous parli ament, and by them made the 
law of the land, muſt for ever endear yourſelf, your family 
and crown to the loyal Britiſh : but ſhould thoſe eternal 
and inalinable truths be hereafter unfortunately rejected by 
your Majefty, the royal meſſage, in which they are ſo poſe 
tively:onveyed, will remain an eternal and inalienable proof of the 


regal infa my of corruption, which, when ſtimulated to throw off 


the pageant maſk of power, in the agonies of a perſecuting 
conſcience, aſſumed the armour of truth; 


to plunder an 
honeſt nation and enflave a loyal people. 


& 
þ . 


Deductions important, and eventſul as theſe, muſt not, 
however, proceed on any inſtant conviction. The principles 
on which the confirmation of the firſt would be ſalutary, and 


the diſavowal of the latter proper, neceſſarily demand full and 


impartial. 
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impartial diſcuſſion. As the ultimatums of awar, the moſt re- 
markable that ever man waged, omenons indeed is their aſpect: 
the, one amounts to an acknowledgement of the immediate 
expedieney and immediate practicability of national renovation: 
the other is equivolent to a declaration of war againſt the 
whole Britiſh Empire. Wherefore I proteed in the third 
place to offer 


THOUGHTS ON CHURCH AND STATE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Ix a county where characters celebrated for their philoſophic 
ſuperiority, and men of almoſt unrivaled political wiſdom, 
have, by their: brilliant and perfpicueus arrangement of proſcri- 
bed knowledge, illumined the deep volumes of hiſtory ; it is 
well worthy remark that religion has not yet been reducd to 
one general, intelligent, and une xceptionable ſyſtem. NE W- 
Tor, whoſe diſcoveries in aſtronomy juſtly gained him the ad- 
miration of a cotemporary and ſucceeding ages, pracliſed 
religion according to certain, and in his opinion the moſt 
conſiſtent tenets; Locke differed. from Neroten, Boyle from 
Clarke, and Waits from all. Their united powers could 
not define the unequivoca! and true religion, yet each and 
all of them profeſſed to be in the right. Biſhop Tillotſon, | 
= wiſe, eloquent, and liberal writer, evidently eſpouſed opinions 
altogether contrary to thoſe of his predeceſſor, and cotempo- 
rary fellow- preachers. John Howe could talk reſpectfully of 
Tillotſon, but muſt diſſent from the church of England. 
Buaner, though a court Biſhop, was a devout man ; he too 
entertained peculiarly novel ideas of the divinity of heaven. 
The Quakers again make religion conſiſt in broad brimmed 
- hats 


665) 
hats, and ſome other [groteſque urticles of drefs; while an 
baptiſts regard immerſion as goſpel. A thouſund errots, and 
a thouſand truths thus mingle mdiſcriminately with the devo- 
tional exerciſes of man. Between the right and the wrongs, 
no one can diflinaly mark the line of inference; yet ſuch 
laws and inflitutes as right and wrong certainly do exiſt. Ar 
Iſaae Newton excelled all the great aſtronomers of his tine, 
indeed of anterior as well as poſterior ages. This excellente 
was however chiefly confined to ſpherieal geometry; by the 
aſſiſtance of which he fo-muth-enrichet the empire of learning. 
The opinion he conceived of Deity was hot that Which dic- 
tated his forms of worſhip, He prayed and-ſacrificed in exaRt 
conformity to the reformed Papal church. Borke made the 
New Teſtament the Rudy of his later years, in which he 
thought be could diſcover ample evidence. of the Chriſtian 
calling. On whatſoever this opinion may have been founded, 
certain it is that thoſe who could not but aſſent to his prin- 
ciples of legiſlation, avswedly rejected his notions ef Jeſus 
Cbriſt. Newton again had the ſatisfaction in bis own Jife- 
time to ſee the dot ine of attraction univertally adopted, white 
miracles petfor ed by the Joh of David were branded with 
diſbelief. Sir IGac willingly urquieſoed in the doctrine of re- 
ſurrection, believing at the lame time that Jeſus the ſon f 
Joſeph and Mary, could abrogate the laws of nature and God. 
To himſelf, Newton was a miracle; to thofe who ſaw his 
operations in aſtronomy performed, but who did not umdet- 
ſtand the principte- upon which he regulated his infiruments, 
al was miracle. Locke might well confider his eſſay on the 
* Underſtandiag, a miracle in its kind; becauſe all his 
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acquaintances pronounced the undertaking impracticable, and 
the laws thereby affected to be defined only intelligible to the 
Great Author of being. John Locke nevertheleſs wrote and 
vindicated his non-inateity of ideas, though the then Biſhop of 
Wincheſter thought proper to denounce both the book and 
the writer. Between the ſpeculations of that time, and thoſe 
of the preſent day, many obvious differences do ſubſiſt, while 
the generality of the moderns urge numerous and inconcluſive 
ſuggeſtions againſt the general belief of the polemics of the 
laſt century, Thomas Paine has followed Voltaire and Rouſ- 

ſeau in the path of Deiſm; indeed he copies them in almoſt 
every ſentiment and obſetvation they wrote concerning Jeſus 
_ Chriſt. Some ærial and ſceptic among many juſt notions have, 

it is true, eſcaped the pen of the author of the Rights of Man, 
but ſmall is the portion of valuable inſlruction that can be col- 
lected throughout his Ages of Reaſon. Yet, than Mr. Paine, 
no man could better ſucceed in impoſing abſuidities on the un- 
inftruQed portion of the Engliſh. What impelled Locke and 
_ Newton to believe in miracles, Paine does not enjoy namely; 
the undiſſembled admiration of a pupil world. Diſcoveries in 
political wiſdom were hardly poſſible, becauſe Locke, Voltaire, 
and Rouſſeau, adding the labors of Socrates, Solon, Confu- 
ſcius and Lycurgus, to thoſe of Ariſtotle, Plato, Cicero, and 
their own, have left inexhauſtible mines of knowledge in the 

world. The Rights of Man is a compilation, well arranged 
from thoſe authors. Thus then the ſuppoſed unanſwerable 
Age of | Reaſon, as well as the Rights of Man, proceed 
on the already revealed opinions of predeceſſor writers. In 


the 88 of Reaſon the aſcenſion of Chriſt forms a principal 
| ground 
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ground of cavil. Reſurrection from the dead is likewiſe com- 
batted with aſperity; yet, ftrange to remark, the nn 
Voltaire looks for happineſs beyond the grave. 

| WHOEVER BELIEVES THAT MAN WILL BE: EXALTED | 
IN ETERNITY, DOES BELIEVE AND-PROFESS THE DOC» 
TRINE OF RESURRECTION, 

Not Mr. Paine, nor any man, can convince me that mor- 
tals, whenever the vital ſpark has fled, periſh into nothing- 
neſs. This, however, is that docttine ſo favorite with our 
political faviour. Indeed, his doctrine and his arguments, 
like error and truth, wage war alternately. In one page he 
looks for happigeſs beyond the grave, in the next reſurrection 
is diſavowed. In this caſe, all we have to aſk is; What is 
reſurrection? Mr. Paine certainly knows it means man's 
riſing from the dead. Now what in all this can offend any 
who look for happineſs beyond this life. Surely the phyſical 
exiſtence, petrified by the unſocial approaches of death, does 
diſſolve, and with it all our worldly engagements. Laid in the 
grave; we are placed in a condition of preparatory corrup- | 
tion Worms enter our bodies and time moulders our bones 
into duſt! It may happen that particles of matter, conſiſting | 
chiefly of duſt from the bones of his grandfather or grand- 
mother, mingled with ſome powder which was manufactured 
into ink, and with which ink Mr. Paine may have written his 
attack upon the reſurrection of thoſe worthy people. You 


will aſk; Does this confirm the doctrine of the reſurrection? 


Certainly it does: becauſe it proves that our bodies do not 
remain in-a ſtate of quieſcence, but that, on the contrary, the b 
vital ſpark, which is neither fleſh, blood, nor bones, but: the 
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image of that God who has endued man with rationality, 
aſcends to that celeſtial country where ſouls of men are made 
perfect. This, my Sovereign, is reſurrection from the dead, 
Dead to the miſeries of a wicked phyſical world, but alive ta 
all the charms of iminiortality ! 

Thoſe arguments Mr. Paine moſt grounds upon afford tem- 
perate reaſoners ſolid, and almoſt impenetrable ſhields againſt 
his keen and ſometimes dexterous attacks. Deſcending to 
particulars, he tells his readers that inaſmuch as a caterpillar 
transforms into a butterfly, ſo man after death-muſt riſe to a 
Rate of ſaperior ſplendor and happineſs. The ſplendor of a 
caterpillar turned butterfly is no concluſive reaſon that man 
will regenerate his mortal frame and transfigure ultimately into 
an angel. Such reaſoning is abſurd: becauſe our proofs ef 
the diviſibility of matter and diſſolution of the corporeal part 
of man conſtitute the poſition that human bones will moul- 
der into duſt, and this duſt mingle with ſome powder, and 
this powder be made into ink. Again, I repeat that only the 
vital ſpark is regenerated. As to the caterpillar loſing his 
original ſkin and receiving wings, it ſurprizes no nat uraliſt of 
any experience in the laws of vegetation and generation. 
Fætis is not body and limbs, nor are theſe life and motion. 
The principle being confirmed, a ſuperſtructure may bs 
erected; but where neither principle or foundation remain, 

all works of nature and art muſt vaniſh, The principle of 
vitality muſt exiſt in the body while in a flate of progreſſive 
AE. A caterpillar does not die to become a but- 
terfly. On the contrary, thoſe vital functions once actuated, 
by the various neceſlitics of the "Ro — continue under 

the 
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the wings of the latter, to ſupply the animal wants and direct 
the animal exertions of an unchanged body. c 
Lobſters generate from the fœtidated ſubſtance which grows 
in. the ſmaller and black kinds of periwinkle. 
As well may Mr. Paine ſay, that thoſe anti-colouted weeds 
are neceſſarily and abſolutely demonſtrable of that celeſtial 
felicity to which his preſent views extend, Certainly the in- 
ſtance laſt quoted and his own caterpillerian-problem eſſen- 
tially differ. Tantamount to all ſophiſtry, to all ſceptic illu- 
fion, is that proof on which the retrograde and unexpired vi- 
tality of the caterpillar, while yet transforming into or rather 
preparing to receive wings like a butterfly, reſts. But. of a li 
generating lobſter it may very truly be ſaid, that ſo ſoon as he | 
emerges from the tendril chains of infancy, the vehicle, that.is 
| the periwinkle, in which, nature organizes ber ſcheme, be- 
comes an immediate void; liable to diſappear in the ranks of 
nature animate. Upon ſuch a fact Mr. Paine and bis fol- 
lowers, when arguing againſt the doctrine of man's reſurrec- 


| tion, might more ſucceſsfully amp. the forms of probability. 
| Becauſe his ſcheme profeſſes the deſtruetiom not preſervations 
| ol the body-temporal. Proceeding even on that theorem, he 
would ſtill riſque an ultimate defeat; becauſe. the. geriwinkle, 
; initeal of wholly diſappearing, again reaſſumęs her generating 
: pawers z becoming the vehicle of another lobſter. Man boy- 
F ever anſwers none of theſe, purpoſes, nor docs woman. In- 
e fantly as death confirms the diſmemberment of our mortal 
. | hſtems the offices of humanity ceaſe. for ever-, Unlike the 
d, periwinkle, woman ſinks obliviouſly into the woe maſs of 
or unintelligent matter; matciculation is no more! 0 
6e Let however al natural cauſes and effects unite to conficm | It 


„ 
thoſe plain and unimbiaſſed truths, that fertile genius; Thwnis 
Paine, will preſently come forwards,” under, as he will ſuppoſe, 
accumulated advantages. Every aſſertion, every document, 
every fact, and eve'y proof his opponents urge, in vindt- 


cation of their belief, he will arm againſt them, in defence 


of his infidelity, The regeneration of caterpillars, gene- 


rating. powers of periwinkles, corruption of mortality, and 


eternal diſunion of. ſou} and body will no doubt find conſpi- 


cuous places in his lift of chriſtian abſurdity. Abſurd as it is 


to be an admirer and imitator of Jeſus Chriſt, more genuine 
eandour than he inculcated, never was recommended, indeed 
never practiſed by any man. Jeſus was the image of that 


unlimited benevolence, charity, meckneſs, and humility be 


intreats all his followers to ſhew unto all mankind. Thomas 
Paine again is confeſſedly the creature of favorite paſſions ; 2 


Nave to liberty, and a victim to prejudice. What but pre- 
judiee or vanity, for it could not be ignorance and imbecility, 


that gave riſe primarily to his wars again@ Chriſtianity. Some- 


wherein the common prayer book, we it is true find the un- 


fortunate members of our church are required to believe 


amongſt many other things, reſurrection of the body. This no 


man in his fenſes will aſſent to: nor do any of thoſe Chriſtians 
who unprejudicedly oppeſe the Age of Reafon, believe one 


word of it. Far from receiving fuch incongruous tenets 


the belief of thefe is nearly as T have a little while ſince ſtated, 
Namely Ox Bo DIES Do NOT REMAIN IN A STATE 


OF QUIESCENCE, zur, on the contrary, THE VITAL SPARK, 
| zwhich is neither FLESH, BLOOD, NOR BONES, but the image 
| Us God, who has endued man with rationality, ASCENDS | 
| To > THAT CELESTIAL COUNTRY WHERE SOULS OF MEN 


— 
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ARK MADE PERFECT. And this is that reſurrection to 
which Jeſus Chriſt bore teſtimony. 

Not convinced by any thing that bypoerite W 
can ſimplify, Mr. Paine will nevertheleſs yet contend that in 
as much as a caterpillar transforms into a butterfly, man ſhall 
grow up an angel. Of the degrees of beauty, ſplendor, or 
goodneſs, human race will really enjoy in eternity, of the 
ſphere of being to which they will be exalted, of the tranſ- 
cendental glory of angels, no ſublunary being can poſſibly 
decypher adequate or juſt conceptions. That Mr. Paine is 
a luminary of a certain kind in this world, I will readily ae- 
knowledge. Yes, my Sovereign, that fugitive Briton, is great 
as a politician, though not every way conſiſtent as a man, 
His different writings bear indelible traits of a ſound and 
vigorous mind; of him it may truly be ſaid, this is Thomas 
Paine who owes a great deal to nature, and to whom nature owes 
a great deal: But notwithſtanding this, one would not 
fatter his errors! 

Individual cabalists never argue with 3 or propound 
wich decorum. Thomas Paine himſelf, in his laſt Age of Reaſon, 
has endeavored to ſtrip the received doctrine of Chriſt's aſcen- 
ſion of, as he ſays, every fbadow of truth. He may diſſipate the 


| ſhades but certain am I he cannot obliterate the records of that 


divine monitor. Creation, which ſeems to occupy all Mr. 


Paine's thoughts, preſents man with inconteſtible evidences of 


the eternity of man, Eternally ſtamped upon the broad face of 
radiating worlds are thoſe animating truths which that wiſe 
but miſtaken philoſopher rejects. He himſelf is an inſtance 
of the ſparing love of God. He himſelf is monumental 


of the- * of heaven. Every breath he draws, and 


hs 


every 
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every ſtep he moves is dependent on, and evincive of, the bene- 
volence of his creator. But this, alas, is the individual who 


owes every thing to God: and to whom Religion owes 
ſeurility, miſrepren'a'ion, and blaſphemy. 5 
Culpable errors, certainly do prevail, not only among the 
people called churchmen, but that numerous and generally 
reſpected portion of the Engliſh, called diſſenters. Neither 
epiſcopal, nor-preſb=terian, nor ſocinian, if not a virtuous and 
humane character, bojds any place in my eſteem. Equal in 
virtues, humanity, benevolence, and juſtice, in what regards 
their temporality, I equally reſpect each and all of thoſe cha- 
racters. Yet if in matters of religion I conſider any one of 
them nearer the truth zelig:oyſly, perhaps naturally, he ranks 
foremoſt in the circle of thoſe beings who would ſhare my 
particular eſteem. Sorry am b, howeyer, to remark that much 


of contrary conduet is to be diſtinguiſhed under Chriſtian 


banners. Interpreting the Old and New Teſtaments as beſt 


ſuits their favorite opinions, many otherwiſe ſerious and 


devout men are ready to pronounce uncharitable judgements 
concerning their fellow men. Nat many days ago I had an 
opportunity of converſing with. an apparently ſincere follower 
of Chriſt. Changing the ſcenes, as we did, variouſly, hu- 
mility became a topic. That generous and unambitious 
ſentiment, Te alſo ought ta waſh one anther's fect,” * 
recommended by Jeſus Chriſt to his diſciples, however, 
much perplexed him. Not diſpoſed. to conſider any 
act ſo demeaning compatible with the exalted ſtations of 
heme men he eaſily converted the univerſal precept into 2 
mean perſonality. According ta this Chriftian, only the diſ- 
PGA 5 1 1 5 : ciples, 
* St. John xiii chap. 14 ver. 
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ciples, ' were required to be ſo very humble. Now is 
only the diſciples could exerciſe that ſpirit, | only the diſ- 
ciples were true and genuine Chriſtians. Beyond their 
circle all chriſtian benevolence would be hypocriſy,, and 
the hope of falvation a ſacrilege in its eſſence. All Chriſt's 
parables, his ſermons, and his benefactions muſt, in ſuch 
a caſe, extend to and only influence his diſciples. So that 
the apoſtle Paul, in as much as he was neither Simon- 
Peter, nor Simon the brother of Joſes, was, abſolutely 
and in truth, no chriſtian ; but the ſycophant- echa of a 
man who was born, inſpired and miſſioned o ſave nl. 
his immediate and contemporary diſciples. The doctrine, 
my liege, is vague and unqualified. Incapableof i irapart- 
ing one folitary virtue. Yet ſuch men complain of daily, 
and impions innovators. Now, who ſo. ſubverſive of 
Chriſt's goſpel as thoſe chriſtian mutilators of his words. 
Our own miſerable diſaffections alone yield ſubterfuge tg, 
opponents. But for theſe, thoſe indecencies would ſink 
into their native horizon, while the libellers of Jeſus . 
came the ſcorn of mankind. | 

Already, thoſe who reflect at all, and who 9 ana- 
logous facts, know that morality in this age of the worſd 
is ſtained with the blood of the innocent; religion being 
the ſymbol of horrific war. But even this proyes nathang . 
ef importance againſt the derived divinity of Jeſus Chriſt. 

That agent, who. poured Reaſon into the brute nature, 
Gan likewiſe deſpenſe the gift of propheſying, Tobe able 
thus to perform is, I own, no conc. ufive argument that, 


God 
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God did inſpire Jeſus with a prophetic talent; but to be cer- 
tain that Sir Iſaac Newton did demonſtrate the revolution 
of the earth we inhabit round the ſun, conſtitutes that 
diſcovery a ſcientific miracle: becauſe it was out of the 
power of man, and therefore out of the courſe of nature 
to diſcover it before his time. The reaſon, therefore, that 
this and his doctrine of attraction were univerſally ſub- 
ſcribed to, was becauſe he himſelf was the living monument 
of the truth of thoſe practical ſyſtems. The onlyreaſon again, 
why his individual belief in the derived divinity of Chriſt 
was not equally aſſented to, was, becauſe he could 
not raiſe a Lazarus from the dead. Hence the obvious 
abſurdity of Mr. Paine's book of faith; where the credit 
of hiſtorians forms the only ground of diſſent. God 
viſibly deſigned that man ſhould be happy as well in this 
world as in that which is to come. Depravity of morals, 
that hand-maid of power, ſuperceded the opera- 
tion of the pure laws of Nature. In every age and 
country of the world, men have appeared who owed their 
untimely death to their zeal to promote the happineſs of 
their fellow-men, Socrates, was among the number of 
theſe; he died the advocate of morality. Thus might he 
de ſtiled; Socrates, who was poiſoned, died, and was 
duried; but whoſe doctrines aroſe again in the world. 
That Socrates died for the ſins of his cotemporary fellow- 
men, is lamentably true. A reformation in their morals 
was his conſtant object; to their inflexibility he fell 
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jeſus Chriſt was equally zealous to reform his cotenr- 
poraries, not only in their moral but religious manners. 
A perſccuting profligate age would not, however, admit 
any renovation of the eltabliſhed ſyſtems; thus fell 
Jeſus Chriſt a viaim to the criminal ſuperſtition of the 
Jews; ſo that he died for the ſins of mankind. Thoſe 
powers he was ſaid to poſſeſs over death and the grave 
were alſo ſaid to have been diſplayed in his reſurrection 
from the dead. Miracles ſaid to have been performed by 
him previous to his ſuff.ring the death of the croſs are 
likewiſe recorded. But thefe Mr. Paine diſpelieves. 
Without any profeſſion of my belief, your Majeſty wil! 
readily perceive that mankind are as much at liberty to 
deny that the revolutionary nature of the earth as a planet 
is any part of the actual ſyſtem of the univerſe, as Mr. 
Paine is to reject the derived divinity. of Jeſus Chriſt 
Only a few underſtand the doctrine of fluctions as pro- 
pagated by Sir Iſaac Newton. "Thoſe who do not under- 
ſtand them treat their aſſertors as madmen. In the lapſe 
of ages, the writings of Newton will probably undergo 
mutilations, if not thorough change. The people of the 
25th century may cavil about the poſſibility of Newton 
doing certain and alledged things; and like My. Paine 
will aſk, «© Who among you ever ſaw Newton perform 
the leaſt of theſe miracles?” they reply, © Not any of 
uns my lord! But Samuel Clarke, who was a man of 
learning and probity, did behold the great Newton prac- 
ically performing theſe experiments?“ To this the anfwer 
| | | * wilt 
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will, be, “ Clarke was a diſaffected ſcholar, who becatre 
the diſciple and was afterwards the apoſtle of Iſaac New- 
ton.” In this way, my Liege, the oracle of the 18th 
century aſks Prieſtley and all the great men of the preſent 
day, Who among you ever ſaw Jeſus Chrilt perform 
the leaſt of theſe miracles?” They reply; © Five thou- 
ſand or more aſſembled on the Mount of Olives.” To 
which the ſceptic anſwers, {© Thoſe were diſaffected 
Jews, who became diſciples and were afterwards apoſtles 
of Jeſus Chriſt.” Arrogant indeed muſt that individual 
| be, who attempts to deny the fovereignty of the Creator 
of all things. Only the power of that Being was neceſ- 
fary to enable Chriſt to turn water into wine. On theſe 
topics I will not, however, enlarge any more at preſent, 
nor would T have arreſted ſo much of your Majeſty's 
attention, but that I conceive our church eſtabliſhments 
derived their qualification originally from the FOO” 

excellence of pure chriſtianity. | 
That the precepts delivered by Jefus Chriſt to his fol- 
Jowers are truly benevolent, expedient, and upright, even 
Mr. Paine admits. That any miſapplication of them is 
an infult to the memory of Jeſus: all muſt be agreed i in. 
Diving immaculacy was truly exemplified in the character 
and actions of Chriſt, but certainly he himſelf never 
'3peulcated the doctrine of three ſelf- exiſting ſelf-ſufficient 
. gmanipotent Gods. On the contrary, his continual theme 
Was, My Father who is in Heaven.” Is it not true, 
that Jeſus. was born of Mary, that he was nurſed by her, 


4 


(93 4 

chat he paſſed through the ſtages of infancy, childhoed, 
and manhood? Arid are not theſe unequivocal tevidences 
of his being “ merely a man like anto ourſelves, fin 
only excepted? The exception is certainly juſt; becauſe 
what is yet known of the hiſtory of that celebrated man 
is one continued evidence of his unblemiſhed life. 

Syſtems of faith have little to do with practice of moral 
and political jultice, except in as far as regards the free ad- 
miſſion of the neceſſity of juſtice in all our dealings one 
with another. Whatever militates againſt the natural and 
focial rights of man is a violation of the laws of Heaven. 
Whatever ordains that one ſhall poſſeſs the rights of two 
is 2 violation of the laws of nature. 
According to theſe, every animate body ocenpying à 
certain portion of this globe, does or ought to enjoy tt 
equal means of ſubſiſtence and protection: they mortover 
wonderfully direct even the ſmalleſt inſect of the mazy 
field through all the intricaciesof each vegetable ſoil; each 
deriving apportionate intelligence from theit immedtate 
and derived ſource of being. Man certaihly holds the 
balance, and reaſon operative pfepondefates: he Hör- 
ever is but a link of the chain of natural uniformity. 
Conſidered as ſuch, only an individual portion of the 
means of ſubſiſtence and protection can of right belong 
to him. Whatever exceeds this is manopoly, which, if 
ahuſed, is actual piracy of the right of another. From 
the temporal view of his ſituation, a biſhop is an exalted 
character, while from the ſame view, @ curate is a det 


graded 
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graded one; and yet both run the ſame courſe of ſpititua] 
excellence. Did this pre- eminence conſiſt merely in the 


ſcene; did only ideas of ſuperiority attach to the apparent 
elevation of the one, and the viſible oppreſſion of the 
ether, then the whole duty of man, in_as far as regards 
the prieſthood, would be contained in, Strip the Mitre of 
its venal Laurels: dignify alike the Curate and the Biſhop. 
Entity of idea, joined to entity of ſubſtance, will, or 
ought to remove all viſionary ſpeculations concerning 
entity of perſon. Fancy is an agent whereby intelligence 
will ſometimes enhance the proſpects of life, whether 
adverſe or otherwiſe. One man will fancy that 40l. a 
year is equivalent to all the purpoſes of preſervation, 
protection, - and ſuftenance for a family of human beings, 
conſiſting of an adult male, female, and ſix children; 
white the ſame man heſitates not to avow, that 10,000/. 
a year is not proportionate to his expences, including that 
of two ſervants and a knel of dogs. This difference then 
muſt contain entity of ſubſtance joined to entity of idea; 
and all we have to enquire is—could the man of 10,000/. 
a year ſupport a wife and fix children with only 400. 2 
year? Naturally we reply,—were he placed in the fame 
ſituation. with the former, neceflity would impel an ac- 
quieſcence with the diſpenſations of fortune. 
Now, inaſmuch as compulſory agents imply tyranny, 
and this laſt a poſitive ſubverſion of the duties and of- 
fice of a ſervant of Chriſt, it cannot be, it is not com- 
patible with religious benevolence, moral virtue, or po- 

litical 


Utical equity, that a curate ſhall receive only 400. a year, 
while a biſhop complains of receiving only 10, oool. in 
the ſame ſpace of time. Apportioning the price to the 
quantity of labour, the curate ought to receive 1000. 
per annum, rent free, while the biſhop was paid only 
101. a year, with leave to range a work-houſe. Jeſus 
never could have intended the murtherous diſtinct ions 
at preſent exiſting in the church which bears his name. 
He indeed inforced the propriety of conſtant induſtry in 
the vineyard of life, Whoever received one talent, was 
made accountable to the donor; but whoſe received and 
abuſed ten talents, was deemed guilty indeed. The biſhop 


of Durham, to whom even more than ten talents. have | 
been given, inſtead of endeavouring to make good and vir- 
tuous Chriſtians, ſounds the horn of battle; only ambi- 
tious how to inſpire his auditors with loveof inhuman war. h 
An avocation of all others the moſt inimical to the doc- 
trine of Chriſtianity: it is the inſtrument of tyranny in 
the hands of men; ſo precarious, that out of ten thou- 
Jand men in arms who go down to battle, 5oo may not 
return to the camp. Thus 9500 immortal ſouls vaniſh in 
the conflict of the tyrants of a day. Say, biſhop of Dur- 
ham, is it for this you receive 12,0001. a year—for this 
diſplay the lawn ſlceve and the mitre? Didſt thou hence 
derive that heavenly title of “Right Reverend Father in? 
| God?” It cannot be. War is no part of the duty of an- 
gels: how can it form the obligations of the heralds of 
peace? Since the, rebellion of Belzebub, heaven is ſup» 


al | poſed 
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poſell to have known no diſobedience: ſince that infernal 
Spoſtacy; war has ceaſed to annoy thoſe celeſtial 'abodes, 
From him then, even from Belzebub, muſt the advocates 
vf inhumanity imbibe their carnivorous zeal; from that 
Youhtain bf ifreligion the prieſteraft of earth flow in luci- 
Ferious ſucceſſion, ind are thereby promoted in their tem- 
poral cures. In juſtice Four lordſhip's titles are * The 
wrong Trreverent Father in Lucifer.“ Wrong, becauſe your 
lord ſhip's practice and the duty Chriſt requires of his diſ- 
eiples, are eſſentially diſcordant, Irreverent, in as much 
as benevolence towards the creature is reverence towards 
God; now the ſee of Durham is an acknowledged obſtacle 
to the proſperity of the mechanic, deſtructive of the lives 
of the poor, vindictive in principle; and idolatrous in faith. 
This vindictivenefs, this idolatry, this infraction of the 
ſocial compact, has provoked the wrath of heaven; added 
to the fervour of the exterior man, thoſe abomihations 28 
tend the wreck of ſees. | | eb 

White curatesinnumerable wallow in religious poverty, 
diſhops, deans, and vicars triumph in the miſeries of man. 
True, many of thoſe laſt aſſert the doctrines of original ſin, 
purgatory, and eternal damnation: Our judgments; my liege, 
often procred on the internal evidenee of our own convicted 
minds. Will it hereafter be ſaid, that only the hired pro» 
feſſors of "Chriſtianity, that only the biſhops of the earth 
ſunk perditious? I pray God to obliterate the records of mi- 
tered fin! The ſame charitable ſpirit that dict ates this un- 
feigned ſentiment, impels me, nevertheleſs, to hold the tem- 
8 Py 
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porality of thoſe offices in deriſion. Can I who bounds my 
temporal views in the margin of human life, who heſitates 


not to avow my ſolemn confidence in the reſurrection of the 


dead, wholooks upon earth and the things thereof as meteors 
of the ſhade of that ſhade, which my liege, darkens the ſur- 
face of immortality, yet forms the cobweb partition between 
life and the grave. Say, ye biſhops, can ſuch a man de- 
fire his own aggrandizement in your fall? No! I diſclaim 
the paltry compromiſe. Diſclaiming this, that wanton 
dereliction of duty, that carnal diſſipation, that zeal to 
promote the views of tyrant individuals; that abandoned 
proſtitution of the laws of heaven, ſo viſible in thoſe gra- 
dations from the curate to the biſhop, will ever con- 
tinue the obloquious ſubjects of my pious reprobation. It 
has been ſaid that neceſſity is food to the hungry, raiment 
do the naked, and inſtruction to the ignorant. Neceſſity 
bought therefore to preſcribe laws to biſhops. Ignorant as 
they are whatever will operate to the diſſolution of their 
bonds, whatever has power to baniſh ſuperſtition from the 


earth, alone becomes your Majeſty to confer upon them. 


Make every bifhop in your three kingdoms curates, 
_ tranſlate the curites to ſees, deanry's and vicarſhip's; the 
work of reformation will be accompliſhed in a fortnight» 
The new-fangled curate will petition for an amelioration 
of his miſery, while the poſſeſſor of his loſt wealth will 


readily compound the mitre for a livelihood. Let every 


man enjoy fre-eminence in proportion to his talents, 
piety, and virtues. - In proportion to theſe let bonours 
| = an 
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and wealth be diſtributed; ſo will the object of Chriſt's 
preaching be realized in the religious felicity of his fervent 
diſciples. Church eſtabliſhments in any country ought 


to be ſuch as give permanence to virtue, and immortality 


to devotion; uniting all in one general communion of 


love, peace, and confidence. The thirty-nine articles of 
the church, of which your Majeſty is ſaid to be the head, 
inſtead of promoting theſe divine intereſts, diſunite and 


diſquiet your ſubjects. Men will differ in opinion tik 


truth has been eſtabliſhed incontrovertibly; it is, however, 


poſſible to fix a maximum in matters of religion, as well 
as in affairs of policy. Only a general and indiſcriminate 
affiliation is neceſſary to produce that amiable coincidence 
of object. Receive the diſſenters into fellowſhip with 
what is called the eſtabliſhed church; encourage free- 
dom of diſcuſſion, and a few ſhort years will terminate the 
preſent war of opinions. Then would your majeſty defeat 
the malevolent deſigns of the few, obliterating at the ſame 
time the preſent wrathful diſaffeQtion of the many. A great 
diſproportion certainly does exiſt between the number of 
thoſe who entertain rational deference for the crown of 
theſe kingdoms, and thoſe who upon the other hand dero- 
gate the approved ſanctity of the office of biſhop. Whether 
the latter exceed the former, or whether, when the aver- 
age of opinion is obtained, any eſſential part of the com- 
i munity deſire a change in the government of the church 
are queſtions. which, however my particular ſituation may 
enable me to elucidate, thoſe-hopes I fondly indulge, of 


an 
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an intimate union of parties only impel me to ſuggeſt: 


perſuaded that a few years muſt reſolve the papacy of * 


land into reaſon and truth. aq 

Then the enquiry will not be, how renovate and . 
lighten the genius of religion? for every ſanctuary will 
be the tabernacle of the living God. In the preſent æra 
of Chriſtian intemperance, many truly philoſophic charac- 
ters would probably thus expreſs their general ſentements 


of diſapprobation and ſorrow. — 


It is eaſier (ſay they) for the philoſopher to inſtil truth 


and virtue into the heart of an highwayman, than into 


that of a biſhop; reaſon will partially convince the former, 
but the latter is open to no conviction. When figures of 
men in wax ſhall become animate, then (they will ſay, 
not before) the corruptions and ſuperſtitions of people call- 
ing themſelves Chriſtians, ſhall be rooted and deſtroyed. 


Continuing theſe inveRtives, the ſame ſpeculatiſts will next 


| upbraid the character and impeach the life of a eonſpicu- 


ous modern cavaliſtic member of the church; your Ma- 
jeſty will readily ſuppoſe I mean the late doctor, now 
biſhop Horſeley, who, according to our philoſophers, in 
the ſeries of his vindication of the pre-exiſting divinity 
and eternal Godhead of Jcſus Chriſt, ſought not to gain 
the kingdom of heaven, but a biſhoprick i in the kingdom 
of George the Third. Vet ſo little. is the prelate bound 
up in the trinity of Gods, that could doctor. Prieſtley tranſ- 
late bim to the ſee of Canterbury he would become, an uni- 
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tarian; le (as is the ironical reaſoning of choſe diſ- 
putants) the biſhop in thus changing his faith, would act 
upon principle; for mitred in the fee of Canterbury he 
would be the only living and true head of the falling 
church. | 
With theſe ſuggeſtions I partly coincide, differing how- 
ever about what regards the ſupremacy of the church. Yet 
on this fubject thoſe advocates of reaſon. will ſay, King 
Gorge - x ny, the head of the church of . for 


of deluſion, whoſe walls di play her, whoſe ornaments 
conſiſt in ſuperſtition, and whoſe pillars reſiſt the lightning 
of truth: Pride and oppreſſion being the ſources of her 
- grandeur. Could thoſe ſuggeſtions, curious and intereſting 
as they are, yield to the force of argument, T would wil- 
ingly endeavour to reſcue che church from the infamy of 
x charge of herecy. Without a proſpe of ſucceſs, it 

were however vain to enter upon the diſcuſſion ; indeed 
the charges fee every way confirmed by antecedent circum- 
ſtances in the political life of Horſeley. Not daring to 
aſſert the poſiti ition, he maintains the divinity of Kings indi- 
| rely. This libel on your Majeſty provokes my hearty 
indignation. Yes, from my heart, I feel indignant at the 
zecolle&ion'of the St. David's ledture. A lecture which 
even Bonnar would bluſh to confecräte. The ſubſtance of 
it, as yet little known to the world, 1 will here render as 


correAly as I can from memefy—4 We are," ſaid 
the 


+: ( ug ) 
che biſhop, * * the legitimate divinities which give ſplen- 
dor to error, and importance to villainy. Original fin is 


the high ſource of our fapreme felicity. From that we 


derive our miſſion. To that we owe our power. The in- 
diviſibility of our tri-coloured faith, and unintelligibility 
of our cannons gave birth to faction, and give life and 
energy to ſceptifin and intrigue. Kings are and ever were 
the Gods paramount of earth below: deſcended from the 
immaculate wiſdam of the Prince of light and life, earthly 


royalty 4s the only true emblem of the fallen cherubs. 


Thus then rational liberty, now become the watch-word 
of the mob, is abomination conſummate againſt heaven. 
A few proſperous campaigns, my dear brethren, and then! 
—Ah! then, England, with her regicide ſons, will yoke 
the will of her heaven-enacted King. The gliſtening eye 
of exulting royalty, ſhall then drop pearly ſupremacy on 
the fields of enſlaved Britons, and monkiſh virtue, tower- 
ing over the vaſt, and expanding hemiſphere of popiſh ob- 
livion, ſhall then ſuperoede and obliterate the rudez uſages 
of reaſon and truth. Atheletic huſbandmen, ſmiling cot- 
tagers, vigilent mechanics, proſperous wen hene and . 
triot lords, in a general cohort, ſha 

vale of generous perſecution. Fagget, fu Hoe U . 
precipitating through ranks of unadulterated virgins, roll- 


ing over the volumes of chaſte quakers, flaming at the 


portals of unadorned temples; in ſhort every diſſenter and 


% Probably our Right Rev. Father will 8 own this Leddure— I'll father the 
4d; well knowing I can be abſolved at any time, | 
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every preſbyter will yoke the godly ſway of Biſliop-inde- 
pendence. Thus exalted and ordained in affiance to re- 
vealed religion and approved public virtue, Britain will 
be continually indulged with the bulls of Pins; whence 

alone they can derive remiſſion and forgiveneſs of ſins. | 
Your children and your children's children, nurſed too 
in perfect contempt of reaſon and good faith, will 
begin the buſineſs of the day under croſſes and birch- 
wands; awfully prompt, the mitred cardinal -will endue 
the wafery altar with unctious love: while the dome and 


the urne are garniſhed with heads of Martyrs. | Then, my 


dearly beloved friends, Prieſts, Princes, and Abbots will 


be enrobed in the holy plunder of idolatrous unitarians, 
while whole human race reverberate the might of Britain's 
King, and heaven herſelf proclaims— Image divine of my 
fallen fons! | : | | 

Alas, my liege, even ſo the great apoſtle of hercditary 
royalty and divine. right libels your charaQter, even fo the 
cathedral reſounds thy unreal injuſtice. And didſt thou 
reply in the language of Majeſty, didſt thou impugn thoſe 
traiterous preachers, didſt thou deſire to live happy and 
enjoy the love of Engliſhmen, to Horſcley the reply would 
be, „High and mighty Biſhops, Arch Deacons, Deacons, 
Deans, Rectors, Vicars, VE, potentates; do the prevail- 


ing corruptions of the followers of Chriſt emanate from 
your example; or have the death haunted Curates infected 


your flocks ? Have fanatic pamphleteers emulated in ſing- 
ing thy unmerited praiſes? Does the Arch Biſhop of Can- 
FF | | | terbury 
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terbury ſubſcribe one guinea per annum to the relief of, 


the oppreſſed priſoners of Newgate—does the Biſhop's ſer-; | 
vant receive a ſhilling out of the guinea from the ſtarving. 
debtors for taking the trouble of obeying his employer's. 
commands? Do only ſons of profligate nobles ſhare. the 
good favors of the church, while the meritorious Curate re- 
echoes the moanful plaint of his weeping TY and po- 
verty-clad infants? | 
Hail, my Biſhops, £0, go to the remotes: * * and 
Lewis*. In the former all the ancient devices of your 
druidical order range in the ſucceſſions of improvement in 
ſuperſtition; and, like yourſelves, aſtonifh the beholders: 


Vou are here led to enquire how ſuch mockery could ab- 


ſorb the ſoul of intellectual man. By carefully exploring 
thoſe now forſaken moth-holes, you diſcover the ſymmetry, 
of villainy in a houſe of prayer. The cave differs from 
the cathedral only in this; echo reſounds through the rock 


vaulted dome, while the echo of an echo in the mouth of, 


a fool reverberates amidſt the cloiſters of the houſe of God. 
Lewis however compenſates the moral deformity: which. 
tortures the imagination in that burial place of Kings. 
This iſland is indeed an enlightened ſpot. Here men will 
be found who reaſon with energy, wha conyerſe agreeably, 
are adroit in buſineſs; hoſpitable and honeſt, Thither all 
ambitious men, thither retire in peace. Scattered, yet ac- 
ceſſible there ly off that iſland, ſev eral lofty and graſs- 


growing rocks; in them you may improve the remainder 
of your ill ſpent lives. In them the beauties of ynpoliſhed 

? One of the Weſtern Illes of Scotland, in N, Lat. 58. 20, 
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e riſe in the order of unprovoked birth. Foliage oi 
varied hyes diverſify each cliff, and birds of the weary 
ocean congregate on their caverns, The glory of nature, 
the ſplendor of heaven here ſucceſſively enhance and im- 
preſs our thoughts. Here, haughtily indignant of the preg- 
nant cloud, billowy ocean rolls, thundering upon the ſum- 
mit of his torrents, to the ſhrinking ſhore. Go, go I be- 
ſeech you—quit a country whoſe ruin you deſire to accom- 
Pliſh, whoſe deluded inhabitants you yoke in the chains of 
Papal clemency; leave us to the wiſdom of benign heaven! 
Did you abandon the cauſe, all the evils of a long de- 
Teended vice would yaniſh, Re-efluent juſtice would ſeal 
the general pardon of thoſe now laboring and heavy laden. 
Begone—We cen better combat external than internal ene- 
© Such elevating ſentiments promulgated through the me- 
dium of à royal fummons, would quickly reform that 
deluſive body; and equalization of church property, 
and of church honours would follow. Only equaliza- 
tion of theſe is wanting to a general union of parties, 
only this laſt is wanting to defeat the infolence of unbe- 
lievers, the crude ſlanders of deiſts, the tyranny of error, 
and hypocriſy of fin. Whenever theſe are deſtroyed, na- 
tional benevolence will inhale and hilerate each peaſant 
breaſt, and morality"s and religion unite and dignify the 
whole, | 
Waked into moderation of principle, and grandeur of 
ſcene, man would thus emerge from the . of popery 
| and 
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and the dreams of faith. Never, never again would cries 
of Prieſtcraft annoy his ſenſes, or ingulph his ſoul. Never, 
never again would papal gluttony nautiate the cathedral, or 
pollute the altar. Actions would no longer eriminate pro- 


feſſions, nay elevated by reaſon to heaven, our thoughts, 


living in our ſpeeches, would epnoble the mortality of 
life. Adoring that omniſcient being who revolves midſt 
angels through eternity, man, greatly indignant of ſordid 
fortune, would run the courſe of time in peace. While 
death's ruthful empire opened with proſpects of never- ceaſ- 
ing joy.—Now would you, my ſovereign, would you in 
repugnance to the diyinity of truth protect the carnality of 
error! | a | +. | 

Various indeed the proofs which ſcripture affords con- 
cerning the unity of our omnipreſent creator. The ſaviour 
himſelf in many places ſays, I, who am ſent to you by 


yr father and my father.” To ſend, is to command; to 


command is a «diſplay of active power. Only ſuperiop 

wiſdom can Tightly qualify one man to dictate to a multi- 
tude of men, That being who commanded Jeſus to mi- 
niſter to ſinners did poſſeſs ſuperior wildom and ſupexior 
power. Equality of power denotes ſameneſs of office] | 
now had the ſaviour been from eternity, his power an 
wiſdom wauld be omnipotent: But be was ſent by his father 
and our father. Meaning that the rectitude of his life, ex- 
emplified inyariably both in public and private, was ſuch 
as fitted him to ſerve God in ſincerity, and from God, diſ- 
penſe pardoning grace to ſinners. 
| Inſpired 
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Inſpired with ſentiments and views the moſt elcvating 
and magnificient, that ever opened to mortal mind; the 
ſaviour always exulted in gratitude to heaven. Knowing 
that he was the ſon of Mary, and therefore a man begotten 
in mortality, the beneficence of a magnanimous creator 
filled his ſinleſe mind with meek admiration, and lowly 
but inſuperable confidence. In the whole courſe of his 
miniſtry, the words of his mouth and the object of his 
love gave ample teſtimony of conſcious dependence and 
revealed inferiority, Whatever diſciples and apoſtles may 
have ſaid Jeſus never inculcated the doArine of his own 
God-head. | | | 

Even the forms of worſhip daily uſed in our churches 
teſtify theſe facts. Such teſtimony were however vague and 
indeciſive. Indeed a more perfect ſyſtem of deſpot in- 


congruity than that of our church diſcipline never exiſted. 


AﬀeQing to abjure the devil and all his crafts, moſt of 
thoſe ſumptuous vices which gave riſe to the ceſſation of 
the original reformers from the church of Rome, ill con- 
tinue to be eſpouſed and tolerated by the followers of Cat- 
vin. Infant baptiſm is one among their many violations 


of truth. Not that adult immerſion has any advocate in 


me, but becauſe baptiſm by the proxy of a proxy is direct 
and poſiti ve ſubverſion, both of revealed religion and prac- 
tical reaſon. Religion, or the worſhip of the true God 
in humiliation of ſpirit and ſincerity of devotion, cer- 
tainly does not, cannot qualify diſſimulation and falſchood. 
Is it not rank diſſimulation to promiſe before God and the 

people, 


6 | 
people, that a child h well and truly keep all God's holy 
commandments, while yet the ſponſor has never ſeen the 
infant, and their relative ſituations precludes any poſſibility 
of their ever living even in the ſame country. The proxy 
of a noble who lived ard died in Scotland has god-fathered 
the ſon of a noble reliding i in the Eaſt Indies: and who was 
baptized by the curate of Bengal in the name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. And what is this but ſubver- 
ſion both of genuine religion and practical reaſon. Hence 
thoſe forms preſeribed by Biſhops to Curates, and which 
are inculcated by the latter upon the people, completely 
abrogate the pure laws of reaſon and truth: conſtituting 
one ſullen vehicle of ſuperſtitious monkiſm. Idolatrous 
chicanery alone ſupports the cumbrous fabrick! . 

True, the curate fays, * believe in God the father r : 
maker of heaven and earth, — And thus the doQrine of 
unitarianiſm is acknowledged and eſpouſed. When hows. 
ever he profeſſee to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, likewiſe God, 


| the plurality of deities involves a charge of infidelity, 


heightened by that of idolatry. Becauſe the firſt com- 


mandment, which is likewiſe promulgated from the deſks 


and the pulpit, expreſsly requires, “ Though ſhalt have no 
other God but me—T am thy Lord, thy only living and 
true God. — Violating this ſolemn law the Curate next 
reads, God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghoſt, 
three perſons, in e God-head: In another place he 
reads, God Almighty, God the Father, God the Son, God 
the Holy Ghoſt- ur perſons, ip one God-head: So that 

the 
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the genealogy properly contained in that collect, will run 
thus: God the Grand Father, God the father, God the 
Son, God the Holy Ghoſt! | | 
To amplify in merely diſcuſſing the futility of any ar- 
gument that can, or that has been brought in vindication 
af that inſupportable, foul, and peſtilential creed of creeds, 
would ill accord with that dignity which a lover of truth 
ought always to preſerve and ſtudy. Innumerable indeed are 
the arguments which might be adduced to urge an immediate 
and total overthrow of thoſe calf-brained baaletics. Suppoſe 
I were to ſay, George the father King, George the fon King, 
Charlotte the royal mother Queen—three perſons in one 
King-head, equal in power, wiſdom and glory, would your 
Majeſty conſider me in my ſenſes—Surely not. How much 
leſs thoſe Biſhops who aſſert © there are three Gods, yet 
thoſe. three Gods have but one head, though every God 
has a head, equal in power, wiſdom and ftrength ; Yet 
God the Father. commanded God the 'Son to deſcend from 
earth into hell--thoſe only who are bound need obey! Jeſus 
Chriſt was nailed to the croſs, a crown of thorns was put 
upon his head—and was crucified, died, and was buried. 
In the progreſs of his ſufferings, Jeſus Chrift bitterly ex- 
claimed, my God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me, if 
it be thy will, oh God, remove this bitter cup from me, 
Yet not my will, but thine, oh God, be done. Nevertheleſs 
Biſhop Horſeley writes, Jeſus Chriſt from all eternity God! 
Begotten not made; Conceiyed by the Holy Ghoſt, not by 
„ 92 Mary 
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Mary his mother—yet Jeſus Chriſt was born of ths . | 
Mary. 


| Theſe and many ſuch intelligible « ſayings'' form thoſe 
views of eternal happineſs to which your Majeſty and all 
faithful commnnicants are required to preſs forward with 
chriſtian confidence. Theſe and many ſuch, the conciuſive 
reafons which impel church dignitaries to brand the diſ- 
fenting portion of their fellow men with epithets of deri- 
ſion, malice, and irreligion. On theſe the doctrine of the 
glorious trinity in unity reſts immutive. From theſe, de- 
nunciation iſſues after denunciation, while anathameticat 
benevolence conſigns the Prief//itites to wrath eternal. 
While hell herſelf, opening in all the horror of avenging 
heaven, hurls the diſſenter from his coffin to the flames. 
Theſe and many ſuch, conſtitute thoſe amiable precepts 
ijnculcated to our youth at univerſities, in the cloĩſter and 
by the Biſhop: but! were thefe thoſe comforting "truths 
which the meek Jeſus delighted to promulgate? No, my 
King, not theſe, nor no ſuch blaſphemies againſt the Al 
mighty, the intelligent creator of intelligent worlds. 
That immaculate Being, the ſeat of whoſe throne is eee 
nefs, and wWhoſe duration is eternity!“ 

Out of the records of that carnal fyſtem, out of the 
writings of the hoftile members of our church militant, 
from the un&ious orations of a'kidnapping Dean and Rec- 
tory, might I quote legions nt effective en againſt 
the trinity of Gods. | | | 23 
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In the Common Prayer Book we read Stephen ſa y 


Jeſus fitting at the right of God.” Could Stephen 


diſtinguiſh the Deity and the Saviour, did he perceive no 
viſible difference between them, both as to figure and ſplen- 
dor?—Certainly he could not. Differing in figure and 
ſplendor, they muſt likewiſe differ in dignity and power; 
differing in theſe, it is impollible that God the ſon is equal 
to God the Father. | 5 

In another place of the ſame book, a quotation from St. 
John contains theſe words, „Being made ſo much better 
than the angels; not — Being made equal to his father; as 
Horſeley would have it. I write a letter, I make a pen, 


I draw a portrait; but a pen does not make a ſheet of 


paper, nor does a portrait make a man. The power to 
contrive, regulate, and make, is poſſeſſed and exerciſed 


dy me. Nor are the letter, pen, and portrait, any more 


than emblems of that power. Man, it is true, derives 
this power from an higher nature than what of man is 
mortal. Talking relatively, God, whom all ſtile eternal, 
ſelf- exiſtent, omnipotent author of all intelligence, the 


excluſive Creator of angels and worlds, condeſcended to 


receive the man Jeſus Chriſt into participation of certain 
degrees of divine wiſdom, power and preſcience. In the 
evangelical diſplay of theſe derived excellencies it was that 


Stephen beheld Jeſus, who was e, n at the . 


hand of God. : 
Metaphors and allegory have much increaſed the Scripture 


Oy” From the Bible we collect epithets of regard and 
| vene- 
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veneration, as well as of diſaffection and contempt; at 


once the moſt apt and emphatic. Than the writings of 


Iſaiah, what is, what can be more ſublime? Reading his 
contemplations of the Deity, Heaven, in all her tranſlucid 
majeſty, ſeems to incompaſs the elated mind. We, as it 
were, fancy we behold the great Jehovah amidſt the hoſts 
of his glory, diſtributing life, light, and laws to myriads 
of intelligent creatures and revolving worlds. Faſcinated 
by frequent diſplays of divine magnificence, the prophet 
often expreſſes his devotional fears, To Jehovah, the all 
powerful Jehovah, that prophetic oracle directs all his 


humiliating thoughts; to him his offerings, his prayers, and 


thankſgivings. One only living and true God infpired | 


Iſaiah ; that God who was the God of Abraham, of Ifaac, 
and of Jacob. The worſhip of a golden calf was de- 


\ nounced; even Jehovah ſignified his jealouſy of man. Not 


that the Deity can indulge the paſſions of men; not that 
immaculate wiſdom and unchangeable goodneſs can parti- 
cipate the frowns of power or put on the armour of deſ- 
potiſm; no! the jealouſy of Jehovah was his pardoning 
love. To this God alone Iſaiah rendered the oblationary 
vow. Ah, culprit Horſley, thy Trinity is' abomination 


againſt Jehovah God of hoſts! Thy profeſſions and the 
Common Prayer Book unite in dreadful facrilege. Only 


repentance and oblation can reſcue thy idolatrous brethren 
from their impending doom. Exterminate all deluſive in- 
ſtitutes, cancel every ruthleſs ordinance, purify the canon, 


and reform the church ;—Do. theſe, things, and all your 
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rational fellow-men will affiliate with you; in uprightteſs 
of heart and oneneis of ſpirit. 

Already your ill arranged canons vindicate every aſſer- 
tion I have yet hazarded on this momentous ſubject. It 
is curious to remark, that the compilers of the Common 
Praper Book itſelf have adopted much the ſame language. 
They pray to God for light and life by his fon Jeſus Chriſt, 
continually ſtiling him their mediator and advocate. 

Mediatory friendſhip, or that emanation of benevolence 


which philantrophic boſoms glory in ſeminaing, is a ſpecics 


of kindneſs which embarraſſed individuals derive from 


one whoſe relations and circumſtances connect him, inti- 


mately, with a perſon who has been provoked to a vin- 
diRive perſecution of them. God puniſhing human race, 


in the ſplendor of renovating wrath, may be ſupplicated to 


ſhew mercy. Aware of the juſtice of his denunciatory man- 
dates, penitent and deſponding ſinners implore the adopted 
ſon of God to intercede and advocate in their behalf; 


dot did Jeſus really poſſeſs equal degrees of power with his 
father, mediation would be both abſurd and utineceſſary. 


Abſurd, becauſe equal degrees of power would neceſſarily 
devolve equal degrees of wiſdom, benevolence, and juſtice 
on the Saviour. Unneceſſary, in as much as theſe would 
indeed make him very God, and thus mediation with his 
father would likewiſe be mediation with himſelf. Such 
politions are, however, too novel to be ſolid, and too 
ſubtle to be right, The truth is, we have had all Rome's 


errors tranſmitted to us from time to time, and the biſhops, 
aon good 
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god honeſt creat::res, have contrived ways and means to in- 


graft hereditary popery on hereditary crowns. Even 
Sir Iſaac Newton, however particular ſelf-intereſtive en- 
gagements, which will ſometimes bias almoſt any mind; 
intailed his aſſent to the doctrines of Calvin, in every. 
unprejudiced moment of his life diſclaimed that unmathe- 


matical; that unnatural, that monſtrous ſoliciſm in catho- 


lic logie; commonly ſublimated Tree perſons in one god- 
head. That God is the head, or, if you pleaſe; ſovereign 
of heaven and earth, is demonſtrable from ſeveral cauſes: 


Nature groans in the lap ofdeſtroying Time. But Time is 


impaſſive, and exiſts throughout immeaſureable Eternity. 
God, if man may be permitted fo to perſonlfy the attri- 
butes of his maker, is, Lord of Lites Prince of Nature, 
Firſt Cauſe of Time! N 

Were this a polemic conteſt, I would expect to bs 
told that thoſe ramifications of Deity is a kin with the 


Trinity of Horſley. It is not ſo. A fountain may nous 


riſh and actuate three differently deſtined ſtreams; one of 
which ſhall run weſt, another eaſt, and a third fouth ; but 
the virtual ſource vf each and all is the fountain: God 
ts the indiviſible fountain of re-effuent worlds, | 

In carrying our analagous obſervations RIN farther, it 
Js no blaſ' phemy to parallize the dodrine of mediation and 
redemption. 

Suppoſe then that upon any ocratich 1 people of Eng- 
land aſſembled wanton and unprovoked rebellion againſt your 
majeſty s authority and government. Provoked to an ar- 
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mament of the faithful part of your ſubjects, — Mandates, 


_ replete with royal benevolence, are made to precede mili- 


tary execution; and conditional pardon is offered to ſuch 


who may renounce the leaders of the faction. Notwith- 
ſanding this, however, their diſobedience, inſtead of yield- 


ing to admonition, increaſes' with your clemency. Still 


willing to preſerve ſo great a portion of your peopte from 


the deadly arm of juſtice, | you ſcheme a means of partial 


| famine. Relaxed by the growing perch of hunger, they 


now proſtrate themſelves at your feet, obedient to law, and 
petitioning the throne for mercy. Never inattentive to 
the plaints of the contrite and dutiful, your majeſty ap- 
proves their petitions, ditecting an immediate diſorgani- 
zation of that lately adopted ſyſtem. In ceaſing to de 
vindictive your majeſty does not, however, pardon the 
rebels. On the contrary, proclamations, declaratory of an 


intention to, proſecute generally, are iſſued. Situated thus 


critically, the culprit nation implores your ſon George, 
Prince of Wales, to become their mediator and advocate. 
Of benign ſoul and generous manners, the heir apparent 


of your majeſty's crown, who, like the Saviour, may yet 


come robed in the majeſty of ſupreme grace to judge X 


people in mercy, munificently condeſcends to plead the 


kingdom, the Prince is hence commiſſioned to pardon the 


cauſe of his fellow- ſubjects. Appealing to your ſovereigt 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, the Prince, with dutiful 
veneration, now ſalicits your diſpenſive grace. Reſpon- 
ſible to your majeſty for the future tranquillity of the 


peti- 
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petitioners generally and indiſcriminately. PaxDoN 18 
OBTAINED! But, what does the event prove? Clearly, my 


liege, that you are ſovereign lord of England; In the 
ſame way then mediation with the _ is as 
evincive of unrivalled power. | 

Calm and temperate enquiry will ever terminate in gene- 
rous and humane ſentiments. For one; I can truly ſay, I 
Wiſh the ſalvation of the whole of human race. And in as 
much as univerſal liberty has a prior claim on the approba- 
tion of philoſophers, ſoought the univerſal reſtoration of ſouls 
rank foremoſt In the hopes and wiſhes of chriſtian teachers, 


Error and ſuperſtition have hitherto invariably darkened 
the page of moral and religious life. Their evils have 


likewiſe intaminated the political world. Yet theſe not 
being natural, but acquired, vices, it were preſumptuous 
to infer the love of God from the diſobedience of man. 
Still it is not chimerical to hope that that portion of time 
already impiouſly abſorbed in the gulphs of tyrant policy 
and blaſphemous religion, will yet be blotted out of the re- 
cord book of heaven, This is that hope which the viſible 
benevolence of our immortal ſovereign inſpires!—Sincerely 
believe that ſhould the preſent generation repent and · ſin 


no more, Almighty God will pardon mankind univerſally. 


Should, however, our vices, inſtead of vaniſhing at the ap- 


proach: of the day- light of truth, accumulate unprecedented. 


temerity, eternal and unchangeable miſery will ſucceed the 
phyſical diſſolution of all. Certain and, as far as man 


can hazard to judge, inevitable as theſe alternatives are, 
doubtleſs your Majeſty will haſten to adopt thoſe meaſures 


_- which 


— — — — — 
— 
__ 


—— —: 9 


- . rr 
* erer n Pp: 2 * 
. —— ͤ—ͤ 
8 2 — 
2 2 s * p 
= 2 bay. l 


( roo } 
which muſt operate to the deſtruction of vice and reſtora- 
tion of virtue. You cannot but prefer celcſtial to ter- 
reſtrial happineſs. Regin the work! Men ſubordinate'y 
circumſtanced will readily follow the example of the court. 
A Prince of Walcs can as fuceel. fully. give oelcbri y to 
virtue, and make devotion fathionable, as ſome who live! 
not many centuries ago who have laurcted ſcoundrel gal- 
Fantry, and ſanctified diſhononrabie bargatns with Star and 
Garter bonds. Even Bithop Horſey might tranfmute his 
life and make a chriſtian. Atpr.ſ.nt, neither he, nor 1» 
one ſo much abſorbed in the myſteries of the myſtic church 
of Rome can be a chriſtian. One of this charaQer mult 
truly be an upright. follower of Chriſt. Where, in any 
of the ſermons delivered by that infallible oracle do we 
meet with a table of the rates of abſolutionary edias? | 
Where find the Apoſtles called the miniſters of myſteries? 
Yet the church of England holds abfolution and miniſters 
of miſtery as goſpel. It is true the parifh clerk does not 
receive certain and ſtipulated ſums under the denomination 
of abſolution money. Nevertheleſs ſums are collected for 
church purpoſes, and vaſt prices paid for divorces, licenſes, 
and a ſcore more vices. Whoever grants a divorce enacts 
fornication into a legal tranſgreſſion. Whoever legalizes 
vice is both Pope and Devil. Miniſters of myſteries muſt 
alſo be minifters of nonſenſe. At any rate, implications 
-of unintelligibility devolve on the creatures of that ſyſtem. 
Now, in as much as the Church of Fngland aims at 
ſovereign, and, if it were poſſible, eternal power, ſo 
myſteries would continue ſovereign and eternal. And 


— 


what 


E 


u hat is an eternal myſtery? Why an eternal ſomething 
which is neither true or falfe. What is neither true or 


falſe muſt be nonlenſe. Reform yourſelves, ye miniſters 


of nonſenſe! You know that it has been ſaid in former 
times, Bleſſed are the peace makers, for they ſhall ſee 


God. But verily I ſay unto you, curſed be the war makers, 


for they ſhall ſee the Devil. You are commanded not to 
bear falſe witneſs againſt thy neighbour, ner covet any 
thing that is his. Both, Eowever, you do. Is not any 
vindication of Mr. Pitt a bearing a falſe teſtimony? Is 
not the monopoly of wealth aud _—_— abſolute and 
vicious covetouſneſs. ; 

I think I charged the eurates with an open NY" 
of the doctrine of purgatory and tranſubſtantiation. Duty 
and inclination impel me to adduce full and unequivocal 
proofs of thoſe aſſertions, and with theſe proofs, and one 


or two more obſervations, I will conclude my reflectons 


on Church Eſtabliſkments: 

In the Common Prayer Book hos ſo WT men- 
tioned, after many good leſſons commanding a renuncia- 
tion of the pompr and vanities of this world, as for in- 
ſtance, a caſſock and a mitre, we read, Queſt. Wha' 
is the inward part or thing ſignified by the bread and wine. 
Anſw. The body and bloed of Chriſt which are verily 
and indeed taken and received by the faithful in the Lord's 
Supper. - And this is ſtrengthening and refreſhing our 
ſouls by the body and blood of Chriſt.” If your majeity 
believes all theſe things you, likewiſe, believe trauſubſtanti · 
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ation and purgatory. But, I know you do not! Let me 
therefore beſeech you to throw off therr Croſs, and follow 
the humble advice of an honeſt ſubjedt. Reſtore to law 
its energy, to religion her divinity, to property its proper 
and general efficacy, and praiſe, glory, honor, power, 
wealth, and happineſs, will greatly abound! 

Having onee acknowledged the expediency of reform, 
we. naturally wiſh to' enjoy its immediate advantages. 
Whether in church or ſtate the preſent is an apt ſeaſon to 
begin the work of renovation. Many ſagacious politicians 
have, it is true, ſuppoſed that poſterity can alone ſucceſs- 
fully attempt that arduous. undertaking. Limitting their 
exertions to a few leiſure moments, they thus imagine 
mankind muſt be univerſally enlightened ere political hap- 
pineſs can be univerſally diſſeminated. Enlightened we 
muſt bez but ſurely thoſe ingenious writers know that 
Latin and Greek are no more neceſſary to the deſtruction 
of vice in England, than French and Engliſh was to the 
expulſion of Tarquin, or the aſſaſſination of Julius Cæſar. 
It is not the degree of claſlic refinement, nor the portion 
of ſcientific knowledge we poſſeſs, that can reconcile thoſe 
daily and fortuitous changes of fortune we experience. 
The real comforts of life conſiſt in thoſe things which a 
man or woman can really enjoy. Certain are we, that con- 
Jugal felicity daes not emanate from tranſient readings of 

Homer and Virgil, nor does a courtier become politically 
| haneſt after peruſing Milton and Rouſſeau. To the un- 
learned inhabitants of Scotland's Eagle-Iſles, to thoſe of 
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Ireland, yea to ſome in many parts of England, would 1 
now direct the attention of thoſe who advocate gradual 
reform. Men and places which have never yet ſeen the 
alphabet or nume ration-table! Notwithſtanding this, they 
live longer, are more virtuous, —have an higher veneration 
for the deity than even his grace of Canterbury is known 
to entertain. Such are the peaſants on the iflands of Scot- 
land in particular. Totally unacquainted as they are with 
the Engliſh language, but officially converſant in their na- 
tive Celtic or Earſe, thoſe our unambitious fellow-men ſhare, 
without a murmer or a ſigh, the humbleſt of the humble 
fruits of nature, 

Honeſt and induſtrious, their days are ſpent in the 
ſimplicity of a golden age. Believing in one God, they 
are fervent in their worſhip of him; never ſtudious not 
to derogate from his omnipotence by attributing either 
want of mercy or goodneſs to him, while our lettered wor- 
ſhippers openly do both. When the harveſt is late, or a 
ſcarcity apprehended, they do not impiouſly proteſt, as 
ſome in England have done, againſt the majeſty of heaven. 

You will not there: find the creator reproached as the 
ſource of miſery to the creature—No; they reaſon from paſt 
and preſent experience, In a year like this, the judicious 
among them will conſider the ſcarcity they experience, as 
being conſequent upon the wickednefs of a monopolizing 
adminiſtration, wholly mechanical : not after the manner of 
Lord Kenyon, in his charge to the Worcefter grand jury, 


wherein he lays Pitt's crimes-on the ſhoulders of the God 
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of Worlds. True, that judge had the immaculacy of the 


miniſter in view, and thus pronounced the inevitable cala- 
mities of a ruinous and unprovoked war the firſt fruits of the 
wrath of heaven. Unlike theſe golden ſatellites of power, 
the peaſants in thoſe parts of Scotland, and not a few in 
England and Ireland, however ſcantily provided with means 
of ſubſiſtence, follow their rural avocations with true manly 
fortitude. In effect, the man who in an open boat fiſhing 
ſive or ſix leagues from any land, encounters night ſtorms, 
nay commits his life with a view to the prefervation, pro- 
tection, and maintenance of a Wife and perhaps eight or 
nine children, diſplays more genuine heroiſm, nay greater 
dignity of mind than that general who only attends his 
army in a ſiege; , preſerving: always five or fix leagues be- 
tween his own tent and the lines of his regiments. At any 
rate the conduct of the peaſapt evinces an high ſenſe of ſocial | 
honor, as well as due reſpect for the moral obligations. 
Whoever knows and practiſes theſe eſſential duties, 1s 
eligible to a ſhare in the legiſlature of his country and 
the elective franchiſe can be wiſely exerciſed by him. 
What ſo exalted as the magnanimous moderation of the 
indefatigable fiſhermen ! It is even glorious to behold five, 
ſix, and ſometimes ſeven hundred of them met on the ſab- 
bath at the houſe of worſhip, homely but neatly appareled, | 
the. huſbands procure the food, the Wives the raiment. 
Oh, envious condition of reproached mortals! yes, re- 
proached :—denying them the exeręiſe of their inherent and 
natural rights, do we not reproach and traduce their honeſt 
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character: Nothing is more true cha that they are eligible 


& poſſeſs the eleQive franchiſe; if they are capable of 
uſing that birthright, ſurely the Engliſh and Iriſh equally 


enjoy thoſe faculties which are neceſſary to a right uſe of 


reaſon. Removing all difficulty with regard to that por- 
tion of the empire, we prepare the whole ſtate for political 
renovation. Many I know are the ſceptiſms which profli- 
gate individuals, nay corporate bodies, urge in defence of 
corruption; there is not however one fact better known 
than this: that the happineſs of the ſovereign depends on 
the degrees of ſecurity and happineſs enjoyed by the ſub- 
jet. Did public virtue and public juſtice reign, balmy 
peace and love-armed freedom would for ever entwine the 
brows of majeſty ;—only truly virtuous and independent 
characters ought to adminiſter laws. Only unanimouſly 
approved neceſſity ought to impel a prime miniſter of 
England to wage war againſt nations; miniſters of the 


goſpel have not, and therefore ought not to give a voice in 


warlike councils; but alas! war never can be waged by 


England without the {previous abomination of 'prayers and 
taſting. 


: 


Waris the handmaid of error, error leads to ſuperſtition, 
and the church of England is the fountain's head of both; 
ſhe is the open. gate to flavery: and ſlavery involves alike 
the ſafety of the ſubject and the power of the crown. All 
wars, whether in Europe, Alia, or America, have had 


their origin in error. In our own country the clergy are 


the continual promoters of extravagant and ambitious 
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eruſades. We ſeldom remain longer than ſeven years in 
a ſtate of tranquillity. Thus ſeven years alternate war 
and peace, fill up that time which only fraternity and 
unfeigned devotion ought to occupy. No ſooner has the 


ſpecie monopolized by individuals in the courſe of any 


war, been thrown into the accuſtomed channels of circu- 
| 


lation, than an ability to bear taxes is propheſied. Agreed 


in the plan and mode of taxation, a proſtitute parliament 


enacts the levy. Oppreſfed with theſe new impoſts, the 
people now complain of unequal repreſentation, and all 
the known abuſes in the government of church and ſtate. 


A few will perhaps dare to propoſe an equalization of the 


revenues of the clergy. The whiſper haſtens to the 
cloiſter, and from the cloiſter it rebounds in the car of 
majeſty, Alarms about the ſafety and dignity and divinity 
of the crown are accordingly propagated, and the oppreſſed 
Engliſh are diverted from the Immediate contemplation of 
the gathering cloud. In this ſtate of agitation, fome 


aſſaſſination plot is contrived by the miniſter, and diſ- 


covered by his ſpies. Proclamations are iſſued, rewards 
offered, while our emiſſaries at foreign courts are employed 
in exciting rebellions, and abetting treaſons. Ourſelves 
and. our cotemporary royal brothers and ſiſters being thus 
hurried into jealouſy, war Is provoked between any two 
of the deſpot courts, Englith pride, fo eaſily inflamed, 
now ſmatches the peaceful huſbandman from the ptough. 


0 Our ſtreets overflow with ballad ſingers, who aſk: 
« Shall 


all 


( 


# Shall Britain's glory, Britain's flag, 
Be liken'd to each coward rag 


10 


That flows o'er daſtard towers: 
No, no brave boys, to war we“ II go 
Soon ſhall Britannia cruſh th' foe, 
And wreck all deſpot powers. 
The golden ſpoils of great Peru, 
Will dignify each Britiſh brow 
That dares the arrowy hoſt. 
To arms! my gen'rous Sons, to arms, 
Returning, eve'ry Polly's charms 
Will gladden the delighted coaſt. 
Gold will fly, 
*Crofs the ſky, 
In vaſt rolls, rw 
To fond ſouls, — 
Flv, FLY TO ARMS. 


With this fort of harmony and deluſion, it is that the 
honeſt Engliſh ſeamen are faſcinated into our fleets, and 


| from our fleets into eternity. Oh, my ſovereign, how 


damnable the life of a war-making miniſter, 


This ſacred traffic i in ſouls, this loyal ara to die 


fighting the wars of martyr-Cardinals and debauchee- 


ſaints, this furious publication of the wickedneſs of courts | 


has always partaken, more or leſs, of my molt devout 
reprobation. Approving of war in the abſtraQ, is no 
agreement in principle. Why war has found an advocate 
in many good chriſtians muſt be, becauſe the ultimate iſſue 


of 


on, - - 
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of unjuſt and unprincipled wars, involves thoſe who pro- 
voke them in utter, and ſometimes inexplicable ruin. All 
the ravages of imperious and bloody campaigns, all the 
ſighs, all the groans, all the indurate wounds domeſtic 
felicity receives: the lamentations of the widow and 


imitating mewlings of her orphan-babe, eaſily impreſs my 


mind with ſympathizing ſorrow. Yet theſe have thcir 


influence on the common corruption, and, as ſuch, arc 


_ preparatory to ultimate happineſs. I have already ven- 
tered to aſſert, that national bankruptcy is neceſſary to 


national renovation, It is an irrefragable truth. I tell 


you, my ſovereign, that not even yourſelf—that your family 


can never be permanently happy until the Bank of Eng- 


land has publiſhed its laſt dividend at a farthing in the 
pound ſterling ! 
Commercial ariſtocracy will thereupon balance her 


paper arrears, and the now hapleſs, dependent adventurer 


Enjoy his fair-chance of traffic unconſtrained. However, 
the noble branches of Adam's peaſent family revolt at the 
mere ſound of liberty, God and nature unite in con- 
firmation of the birthright privileges of man. Gramma- 


rians will bicker about trivial and unimportant errors of 


diction or ſpeech, but 1 never yet knew any one of them 
who could regulate his ſtomach according to the rules of 
grammar, There is a grammar we learn in the womb, 
and which is born and dies with us; it contains the pri- 
mitive elements of phyſical neceſſity, phyſical contentment, 


artificial oppreſſion, and ſyſtematic miſery. Imprinted on 
| the 
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the heart, this book of laws circulates in all its branches 
through every man and woman's veins. Faſting begets 


hunger, poverty want, and taxation is the legitimale cauſe 


of all. Poverty is no ſection of the grammar of nature, 


it muſt, therefore, be mechanical. The great archite& 
is injuſtice. All the vices that do prevail, and all that 
did or may exiſt in England, have had their origin in 


neceſſity; this neceſſity had its riſe in venality; this grew 


with error, and the vicious errors of mankind are, religi- 


ous idolatry and political depravity. The former fits 


fupreme in our churches, the latter preſides in our courts 


of law. Predominating in thoſe deſpot haunts, they ne- 


ceſſarily mingle with ſociety, and infect, though not 


equally, the peaſant and the monarch. Gradual reform, 
inſtead of gradually correcting thoſe fountains, vitiates 
them; while progreſſive reformation is hut progreſſive 
oppoſition to accumulating eruelties, vices, and oppreſſi ons. 


Chooſe, oh King George, between the inſtant happineſs, 


ſecurity, and glory of your ſubjects, and the ann 


aſſaſſination of Cæfar and his Hoſt. 


Equal repreſentation is one means of equalizing power; 


the latter may be too cumberous for one arm, and too 
inſolent for ten thoufand. The millſtone of prieſteraft is 
chat which this nation has forely yoked ever ſince ber 


diſunion with the church of Rome. I would nat hurt 
the prieſt into the Thames; but, with your Majeſty's 


| l I'll drive the millton-: out of Europe in a 


tortnight. | a 


THEN 
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Tux thoſe mixtures of ſcurrility and wit, thoſe Hef 


vous, but, in many reſpe&s, miſtaken arguments thrown 


together, ſome againſt and ſome traducive of the followers 
of Chriſt, but directed for the moſt part to the political 


enormities of mankind, will loſe their envenomed aſper- 


five ſtings, while chriſtian virtue and political inte- 
grity endue our benefices and exalt our ſenates. No 


philoſopher of any dignity at all, who has regarded pure 
nature and her laws, who has reſearched into their in- 
alienable truths, and, on them raiſed maxims of polity 
and juriſprudence, who can cheerfully acknowledge and 
unfeignedly adore all ſovereign deity, whoſe hopes reach 


eternity, whoſe diurnal theme is reaſon, whoſe ambition 


Juſtice, attached to the world, not for its own ſake, not 
for the mere temporary comforts deluſively afforded by 
power or by gold, but in genial obedience to the decrees 
of heaven: — Such a man, my liege, will never treſpaſs 
on decency, even in his cenſures. They are the errors and 
vices, not good faith and virtues of a people which de- 
mand renovation. Whatever is now really excellent can 
ſafely continue in its preſent unimpaired condition for ever- 
Whatever is now really vicious, if permitted to continue 
in its preſent unimpaired ſtate, will, vice verſa, vitiate 
and debaſe a country and a people forever. Only the 
corruptions which have hitherto ſapped every organized 
ſyſtem: that can fall under Paine's pruning knife. Here 
and there: fome uncouth ſtakes may be driven, fome way- 
ward ſluices opened, perhaps the ſtream will now and 

| then 
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then run ill-judged and anamolous courſes; but ſage 


reformers will never deſtroy ſuch parts of a ſyſtem as 


poſſeſs an ability to receive impreſſions of religious bene- 


valence, moral juſtice, and political ceconomy. | 

Syſtems and eſtabliſhments have been exploded variouſly 
by various authors. The Veltarians, the Rauſſeauites, the 
Painites themſclves, have diſcovered beauties anddeformities 
not only in the political but religious ſanQuaries of man. 
Yet ſo apt are heated theoriſts to miſtake what is regular, 
and exaggerate what is unſound, that we have had little 
more than elegant, or ſublime, or ſagacious commentaries 
on any, and all of thoſe ſubjects our medern diſſeors 


have ſeverally anatomized. Religion has been ſtigma- 


tized by them indiſcriminately. Morality, they ſay, 


there is not. And as for royalty, it echt them out of 
| all reaſon and truth. Far be it from me to libel the 
characters of thoſe celebrated politicians. Farther, if 
poſſible, from my wiſhes is that of vilifying the ſacred 
office of King. Allied to my prince as to my country. 
I pray heaven I may never be provoked to ſacrifice the 
one for the ſecurity of the other. But if. the altar muſt 
be ſtained, let only the blood of guilty, not ill-judged 
innocent men, flow upon it. That country whoſe people 
will not tho' they can be happy, deſervedly periſhes into 
oblivious thraldom. That monarch who wil not tho' he 
may accept of a people's generous love, and baniſh adula- 


tion 
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tion and pride from his councils, deſervedly loſes the na⸗ 
tion's confidence and the nation's crown | 
© Theſe univerſally juſt axioms, theſe natural principles, 
theſe ſocial bonds, ſeverally, unite and diſunite the world. 
That this ſhould often happen, has, however, ſurpriſed 
many: but the many are too frequently the creatures of 


the few. Readily enough we own, that however avari- 


cious or miſtaken individuals traduce and execrate the 


charaQter and neceſſury prerogative of a ſovereign prince, 


every man who 1s not inſane, or naturally imbecile, or 


both, muſt be aware that neither the body politic, nor 
the body phyſical, can exiſt without its proper head. 


Heads there may be, perhaps there are, which had better 
been coffined at once than allowed to remain the infectious 
diſturbers both of body and ſoul. Vet even theſe ought 
to ſhare our attention, becauſe they command our ſighs: 


Convert, at any rate endeavour to conyert a ſinner beforc 


you reproach him with critiques on his vices. Yield, he 
may not, but it is nevertheleſs the duty of chriitians to 
exerciſe their patience and his temper. While employed 
to regenerate the man, be careful, however; leſt you 
bigetize the chriſtian. Superſtition is the grave of truth! 

Heod not thole moralifis Who think it criminal to harbour 
any attachment, however ſimple, for a woman. Nei- 
ther the nicely moral nor the ſtrialy political, follow 


| nature's laws. Abſolutely no man can reſiſt caſual and 


unprovoked affections of ſenſe: vain, therefore, all mea- 
ſured 


4 
ſured ſcruples of conſcience. Whether for a female 
full of charms and pleaſantry, or a ſtateſman abounding 
in wiſdom and facility of invention, we will ſometimes 
entertain miſtaken or miſplaced regard. Nor ought thoſe 
in power to-day to perſecute the weakneſſes of the fa- 
vourite miniſter of yeſterday, As little would the 
magnanimouſly humane proſecute a deluded monarch or 
bigotted cardinal to the ſcaffold. : 
Every veſtige of ſuperſtition can ſafely be cancalink but 
all the pleaſures of ſenſe can never be diſuſed. Thoſe 


who look for perfection in mortality, would do well 


to remember, that man is the fubject of their ſpeculations. | 


I own that were monarchy wiſely organized, and the vani- 
ties of ſociety proſcribed, virtue may be rendered ſovereign. 
But not while conjugal felicity is branded as crime. 


What liberal reformers would diſtinguiſh with approba- 


tion, ſome of Mr. Paine's diſciples conſtrue into venality.' 


Burke ſublimates many topics that David Hume would 
| hurl to oblivion. Perceiving this, æ prudent and generous 
man will always move with ſteady deference along the 


margin of any eſtabliſhed habit. - On detracting from the 


uſefulneſs of forms of worſhip, Mr. Paine ought to pro- 


poſe ſuch maxims of faith and practice as would, if that 
were poſſible, rightly ſupercede the doctrines of chriſtianity. 
This he has not done. But, on the contrary, leaves 
his readers to chooſe ſuch forms and adopt ſuch maxims 


as either their inclinations, vanities, or caprices, may, 
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at any time, dictate. Thoſe will be found in this ifland, 
who have unlooſed the reins of morality, and torn off the 
neceſſary reſtraints of religion; nor is this more In con- 
ſequence of libertine doQrines propagated by the viciouſty 
prophane than by reaſon of virulent ſyſtems of affected 
renovation, authoriſed by penitent repubiicar.s and hyps- 
crite Veiſts. 

No nation can ealily approximate her religious faith to 
that unſatisfactory, in many places, unimelligible, in 
all reſpects, indecent libel on Orthodox-divinity called 
the Age of Reafon. Except the author, hardly one pro- 
ſclite-infidel of the preſent day can join two perfect ſen- 
tences on any ſubject. Yet, ſtrange to remark, all of 
them profeſs to comprehend the fubtilties of their apoſtle. 
Truly, thoſe docile gentlemen do not know to what latitude: 
of milſery their new ſcheme of ſalvation will ultimately 
lead them. Withont a guide, a curb, a bridle, nay, 
without a horſe, and overpowered by fatigue, wolves and 
ravens may yet feed on their unchriſtian ruins. Fixing 
no maxrum, proceeding upon no data, Paine ſatyrates the 
Bible, and rebels againſt morality. Other politicians 
content themſelves with fairly exhibiting the culpable 
parts of ſyſtems of faith. Hz implicates all the good 
' maxims of chriſtianity with all the bad ones. A friend 
to focfety, and man would, on the contrary, diftinguilh 
between virtuous chaftity and vicious imprudence. In- 
' noxious levity, decent mirth, manly pride, and ſocial 

2 | urbanity, 
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urbanity, find an advocate in the eandid philoſgpher; he, 
inder „ knows that the grand buſineſs of ſæderaliſm can- 
not be done without them. Biſhop carnality and curate 
indigence, thirty-nine-articles, and 9,339 errors, mo- 
thetic vicars, aud ſpeculative deans, though they conſtitute 
the maſs of England's mighty church, neither infect the 
valuable Biſhop of Landaff, nor that Cato like man, 
Doctor Parr. | 

Theſe truly devout chriſtians are conſiſtent exceptions 
to that poſitive charge of infidelity alledged and ſubſtan- 
tiated in one part of this letter, againſt the generality of 
biſhops. They are venerable paſtors, faithful in Chriſt, 
and tender of thoſe privileges God beſtowed on man. 


In their hearts they do not, cannot eſpouſe trinitaria- 


iſm. No two on earth ſo aptly qualified to reform mme 


church and ſimplify chriſtianity. Embalmed in their fer- 
tilating ſpirit of benign humanity, forms of worſhip 
would imbibe principles of conſervation, the magnet 
of Chriſt's church on earth would bear the enſigns armo- 
rial of heaven, Thomas Paine, the infidel, would pro- 
bably die Thomas Paine the chriſtian. State eſtabliſh- 
ments now eſſentially vicious would then grow radically 
pure. Political integrity would be perpetuated in reli- 
_ gious virtue. And you, mother of Infidelity; you, Church 
of England! would emerge from the long-lived papacy 
of infernal error. Oh, my beloved countrymga, oh, 
rejoice and make glad, for the evening of deſpotiſm 
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haſtens on yonder cloud; the irradiate beams of 
reaſon ſhall amplify our natures and dilute the ſtorm, 
All hail! my country—for lo! whenever that hideous 
aggregate of vanity, pride, 7 perjury, back-biting, tloth, 
injuſtice, error, falſehood, intemperance, idolatry, per- 
ſecution, faggot-fire and ſword has been mouldered into 
duſt, national fincerity will entwine national humilit:, 
and only angels can rival the enlightened ſons of Britons. 

- The royal eſtabliſhment, in many of its ramifications 
cumbrous and unwic'dy, ftanding next in relation to that 
vitiated houſhold of an inſulted deity, multiferouſly huge, 
over-tops yonder high promontory of ſtate indecencies. 
Valetudinary ſervants, whoſe faithfulneſs recommends 
their claims, always merit protection and relief. Ade- 
quate ſums ought to be appropriated: to their individual 
neceſſities. The public purſe is or ought to be the poor 
man's conſervator. In repugnance to this unequivocal 
truth, there are, however, thouſands who fink under 


accumulated loads of poverty and diſeaſe, while thouſands 


upon thouſands, every way unworthy ſubjects, draw! 


along the ſurface of luxuriant midnight, and wake, ine- 
briouſly profane, in eternity. A country where thele 
extremes not only prevail, but are nurtured, as alledged 


neceſſary parts of government, will always find admirers 
in the profligate rich. The admiration of theſe, is, 
however, no proof of virtue or humanity, but the 
contra. In as much, therefore, as corrupt and beg- 
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gared noblemen alone fill the civil liſt charities, all 


| praiſes of royal benevolence, and that hackneyed event, 


the revolution of 1688, are deſtructive as well of that 
ſplendor worthy of crowns, as of chriſtian re&itude and 
national glory. Creatures of bed-chamber mummery, 
ſief-hords of inwaiting vice, arrogant maſters of ſtole 
excreſſences, —the whole circle of your. majeſty's imme- 
date domeſtics, is one whole maſs of incorrigible ſin- 


ners. Can you, as the head of God's Church on Earth, 


any longer oontinue the ſlaves of infernality in your pay! 


His right honourable highneſs—the Maſter General of 
your Egg Ordnance—his Aid-de-Camp—the Sub-Keeper 
of your Water-Cloſet—the Neceſſary Groom—and Groom 
Neceſſary, are as many branches of civil liſt economy. 
What the former of theſe may be required at any time 
to do, whether his Aid-de-Camp attends your Majeſty 


on review and ſtag hunt days, both in capacity of purveyor 


of water and excreſcence works, for in theſe characters the 
conſlituents of the 9th Harry ſometimes parade Edin- 
burgh's nautious ſtreets; whether theſe things are done 
or not, your people naturally enquire—Does the king 
always ride attended by Equerries of the Stool, &c. or is 


the Maſter-General of Egg Ordnance merely- employed 


to batch ſycophancy with the rottencſt of his rotten 


houſhold. Conſidered in any poſlible-point of view, cer» 


tain degrees of injuſtice, prodigal incontinence, and 
vagabond-inſolence attach to thoſe ſcullion depredators. 
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The nition bleeds at every pore While courtly imbecility 
ſhelters each minion flatterer of each venal lord. This 


oppreſſion, this infamy, this injuſtice, is not congenial 


> ab 4 di etw)i $4844; ft FA > din is F k 2 'T 
with ſovereign virtue. Ourſelves, our anceſtors, each 


cotemporary people, are even mere flaves of power. 
protection to murderers, and ennobles robbers. 

Every crown upon earth is ſubject to the waſteful inno- 
v#tions of uſurpive deſpots. Yet there have been kings wha 


lived and reignet in the world, who have not thought the 


plough-fhare and the ſhepherd's crook leſs capable of pre. 
ſerving and maintaining all the relations of peace and 
amity, than your majeſty may ſuppoſe the palace and the 
ſceptre qualified to perpetuate and tranſmit the crown and 


the ſword, Such was ALFRED, ſuch many more kings, 


whcoſe glorious patriotiſm radiates the vaſt volumes of 
European hiſtory. Thoſe princes, indeed, delighted in 
conſtantly receiving, encouraging, and rewarding a peo- 
ple's love. UnproduQtive legions of ungrateful courtiers, 
meritricious aſſertors of legal nullity, unfaithful yeomen, 
and pageant uſhers, never ſhared their confidence, nor 
triumphed over their follies. When dangers grew big 
with mortality, Alfred ſhone greateſt; childeſt when ſane 
inhumanity, united to daſtard petulence, mog furied the 
tempers of other men. His exertions in the cauſe of 
virtuous juſtice always increaſed with the difficulties which 
perplexed his benevolent views, Wiſhes for the happineſs 


and 


o 


and ſccurity of his ſubjeds, he entertained unremittingly. 


Though immerſed in grief, his diſappointments, inſtead 
of enervating his paſſions, warmed and emboldened his 
mind. Nature taught him wiſdom. Experience made 
him prudent. Economy was his ſtudy, and generoſity 


his unceaſing theme. Truth from him derived ſplendour, 


from him juſtice, in mercy, emanated, free, egual, and 
epen-handed, to all. Founded on moral rectitude, natural 
neceſſity, and religious truth, his ſtatutes and his laws 
were the echoes of evangelic wiſdom, and the ſemblems 
of ſocial virtue. In his time gold and ſilxer did not 
wholly influence, nor wholly command the actions and 
the faculties of man. Reaſon had not been | made the 


a\# 4 


' plaything of theologiſts, nor religion the bane of ſceptics. 


Annual parliaments and univerſal fuffrage were more 
than avowed, for, half yearly councils, or parliaments, con- 
ſiting of freely elected repreſentatives, met by his autho- 
rity, to conlider and adjudge the plaints and affairs of 
every alive ſubject. True it is that thoſe beneficent cuſ- 
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of other monarchs. But except Alfred, no King of | 


England ever united in his own perſon the ſoul of a po- 
tentate and the affections of a man. While he ruled the 
nation, his rare ſenſibility could at once embrace the idea 
of all the hopes and all the fears of a ſubject. Thus 


treaſons never embaraſſed his affections, diſſoyalty .neves 


armed his followers, the clangors of intrigue, the terrors 
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of faQion, rebellion, or party, neither wantoned with 
his valour or uſurped his crown. The Danes alone 
were his enemies; theſe, who ſometimes overpowered his 
veterans, were, however, ſo powerfully and ſucceſsfully 
oppoſed by him, that their incurſions became not only 
leſs frequent, but their force was rendered almoſt wholly 
inſignificant in his reign. Learning, commerce, and the 
arts were ſeverally encouraged by him: and trials by jury 
triumphantly revived. As a ſovereign, Alfred was brave, 
yet meek, intrepid yet circumſpe&, prompt but generous, 
awful yet ſerene: as a man, he was liberal, magnani- 
mous and juſt. And being moreover fervent in his devo- 
tions, a noble benignneſs of nature dignified his ample 
ſoul. | 

| Were there wanting motives, were there wanting ſti- 
mulatives to inſtil humanity into the mind of a prince, 
generous and juſt, as your majeſty is yet believed to be, 
the example of Alfred's life and actions might be urged 
againſt the tyrant precepts of Horrific Pitt. In thoſe 
days of princely urbanity and ſubject-love, all the great 
intereſts of trade, were but as many great intereſts of . 
Whole ſociety. Some corporate bodies might, I believe 
did exiſt, but thoſe of a kind neither too haughty to be 
oppreſſive, nor too cumbrous to be dread. Any affiliation 
of men was always an union of ſentiments and a compact 
of hearts. The concerns of the few engaged and com- 
manded the exertions of the many. Whenever the ſword 


was 


n 


was unſhealthed, the voice of j,, called aloud for it. 


Balance of power, though, perhaps, never better under- 


ſtood, and never more regarded, ſeldom, if ever, pro- 


voked the combats of the field. There, indeed, was 2 


balance of power which Alfred gloried in preſerving, viz. 


UnaniIMITY AT Home! This was that ſinewy bulwark 
which Denmark's waſteful legions never could deſtroy. 
This, that bulwark, which had ſucceeding monarchs done 
more to preſerve it than they have done to deſtroy. it, would 


have ſtamped Engliſh humanity with eternal loyalty, 


tranſmitting the virtues of the man with each kingly 


crown. 


King Henry VIII. ſtands high in the rank of thoſe 


princes who moſt ſullied the name of Alfred. Rapine, | 


inhumanity, injuſtice and terror, laurelled his friends; 


and made himſelf hated. Corruption had mingled with 


courtiers, loyalty and every ſigh of ſorrow was bought 


atits price. Hard caſh could purchaſe the hardeſt virtues; 


Nay the profeſſed ſervants of God, forgetting that the 


apoſtacy of Judas Iſcariot provoked the vengeance of 


heaven, ſold their conſciences and trafficked from the Altar. 
Subſequent to that helliſh reign, princes appeared who _ 
could inveigh againſt the crimes. of Henry, though theſe - 
were almoſt ſurpaſſed by thoſe committed by themſelves 


and their factions. He pillaged the church of uſeleſs, in 


fact, idolatrous veſſels; they pillaged the poor of all the 


neceſſaries of life. Taxation under them became griev- 


ous; 
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ous; in the reigns of their ſucceſſors it grew enormous. 
Modern men have for years been uſed to call the taxes in 
England oppreflive taxes.” So that Alfred experienced 
more genuine felicity in univerſal ſufferage and half-yearly 


parliaments than any thing Henry could derive from lay- 
lord-corruption and ſpiritual terror. And did no impure | 


paſſions, no haughty ignorance, no indurate vice gorgeate 
the church-men and ſtateſmen of the preſent day, your 
majeſty had till now ſhared the faithful loyalty and undiſ- 
fembled affections of Britons. Thoſe unprincely efforts, 


thoſe ungraeious agents, thoſe inſolent puppets of mini- 


ſterial arrogance, now daily employed to keep up a ſeeming 
general affection towards your majeſty's perſon and govern- 
ment, grow in valetudinary ſucceſſion out of thoſe excreſ- 
Tent weeds which thus over-top the arbours of juſtice. 
Every oſſice Where any affairs belonging to the members 
of the adminiſtrative government are tranſacted, nay thoſe 
haunts where erimps and ſpies decline their perjured heads, 
yield ſubterfuge to traitors and to rogues protection. Your 
royal felf cannot viſit any place of public amuſement till 
the whole circle of clerks, letter carriers, majors of the 
_ crimp, and reporters of treaſury made plots, are ranged 
in the orders of ſupreme diſloyalty. Theſe hired-clappers 
vociferate © God fave the king” one from another: they 
ſometimes conſiſt of a major.ty of the galleries and 3 
mall diviſion of the pit. Each man receives his appro- 
priate quota; according to whieh cach man performs 
0 hs 


| (- 123 ) ; 
his appropriate part. No doubt your majeſty and thoſe 
around you imagine all that is either ſaid or done is faid 
and done ſincerely. It is impcflible for you to think other. 
wiſe. But the truth is, your majeſty's miniſters, unpo- 
pular as they have long been, find, that legiſlative cupidity 
can only be nouriſhed and enlarged while glimmers of diſ- 
ſembled loyalty exuberate your crown. Long has the 
Houſe of Lords been admired as an effcntial part of the 
conſtituted ſupremacy of theſe kingdoms. A certain ve- 
n-rable judge proceeded on this princigle- whe the pub- 
liſhed thoſe. ſentiments which the members of the Houſe 
of Commons thought fit to honour with a profecution. 
Uneſfential parts of any ſettled ſyſſem contain nothing 
ſulceptive of or congenial with corruption. Eſpecially. 
thoſe ſyſtems which legalize brute-anarchy. Thus, when- 
ever the credit and independence of a ſtate are concen- 
trated in her ſtadthouſe, a houſe of lords, though once eſ- 
ſential to a colony of deſpotiſm, may ſafely be demoliſhed, - 
Becauſe its wonted power would then devolve on the grand 
_ penſioner of regal glory. On the other hand, to ſay ther 
the peers of Great Britain mu aſſemble for the purpoſe f 
conſtitutionally oppoſing the grawing influence and. prero- 
_ gative of your majeſty's crown, would be to admit the cer=. 
_ tainexiſtence of royal injuſtice. This ſurely is a libel againſt 
your majeſty. It 1 And your miniſters, your coward 
miniſters, are its ſumptuous publiſhers. Often have 1 
wondered when the friends of monarchy, aſſembled witn 


 thoſs 


(9%) 
thoſe of the ariſtocracy, have been committed againſt the 
abettors of equality and the adyocates of reform. One 
loved the king, one the nobles ; another ſpurned a coro- 
net, while the reformer profeſſed friendſhip towards all. 
Excluſive approbation of any perſon or thing is evincive 
of excluſive imbecility of mind. Thus then, thoſe who 
only adored your majeſty as well as their ariſtocratic op- 
ponents, either ignorantly believed or impudently aſſerted 
every extravagant virtue aſſigned to both. While the pure 
republican wanted charity, and the moderate, but ill- guided, 
reformer erred in having too much. Hence the right line 
of political conduct muſt be that in which we can reject 
all the faults and cheriſh all the virtues of any one. With 
ſuch a diſpoſition man may eaſily ride the ſtorms of for- 
tune. Without it, all is ſceptic egotiſm or libertine 
folly. That there can be found men who yet entertain, 
if not diſplay, ſentiments of honeſt patriotiſm, I will rea- 
dily ſuppoſe. | Few however will deny but that the in- 
ſtances of both are rare. The efficacy of laws, the vigor 
of a conſtitution, the operations of a free and good g0- 
vernment ;—Social endearments ' radically vaniſh in a 
country where party prejudices radically exiſt, So much 
: of this that the term party“ in itſelf is obnoxious to 
virtue, and has been variouſly defined according to the 
intereſts, predilections, perhaps habits of different au- 


thors at different times. But were one to write ten thou- 
-. and 
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fand volumes in illuſtration of the phraſe, one axiom, well 


_ underſtood, expounds the whole—viz. A PARTY 1s that 


ſomething which in governments calling themſelves free 


ſerves both the prince and the people; without diſtinction 
of time, occaſion or place, but according as the individual 
intereſts of its members ſhall happen to be implicated col- 
lectively in the iſſue of any conteſt. Thus then the prin- 
ciple of party, under whatever name or ſanction, is, a 
deſtroying principle: Extinguiſhing alike the regards of 
honour, faith and honeſty, as well in the breaſts of the 


men who oppoſe as in thoſe of the afſertors of tyranny. 


Even the exultations of a certain profeſling patriot, far 
from being what his partizans affect to belicye, are the 
mere cauſticated ebullitions of clumſy virtue intriguing 
for a place. You may, if you pleaſe, kick me into 
office: 1 (fays a great man in oppoſition) ſhall endure the 


operation with patriot fortitude. "That which ignorant 


moralilts term vice, I, for ſuch the profundity of my un- 


derſtanding, can demonſtrate a manly virtue, Man is a 


revolutionary agent, buſted ſometimes in promoting his 
own ſometimes his neighbours downfall. Any and every 
thing I w:// promiſe, but hurl me (continues the coalitioniſt) 
into the treaſury with £ Zo, ooo per annum, and patron- 


age.” Yes! for this thoſe violent emotions of pity, thoſe 


expreſſions of regard, thoſe affe ctionate ſentiments ſo. 


loudly promulgated on a late popular day were avowed ; 


all the oppoſition and all the patriotiſm of miner ſtateſmen 


only 
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only riſe out of political neceſſity, only deſire political 
power. That independent champion of reform, that ar- 
chitrave of the temple of liberty, that glorious Pillar of 
our tottering whigs would ſacrifice. his country to their 
avarice, and his talents to their errors. In this he is how- 
ever no more culpable than Mr. Pitt and his colleagues 
are on the ſcore of not only their preſent but paſt 
wickedneſs. Refarm got Pitt into office. Reform muſt 
get him out of power. When however an able, juſt, and 
virtuous body of men has been choſen to legiſlate the in- 
tereſts of this wretched nation, Fox and Sheridan as 
well as Pitt and Dundas will and muſt be precluded from 
any ſhare in it. They are too cunning to be honeſt, and 

too ingenious to be meek. 
Appointing a Board of Controul for the purpoſe of 
contracting the privileges oſ many deſerving and gallant 
individuals, for the purpoſe too of depriving a ſet of men 
called The Company of Merchants Trading to the Eat 
Indies“, of (Iown) their once immenſe power, only diſplays 
the ambition not virtue of your majeſty's ſervants. Dun- 
das is preſident of that board, and under him are placed 
ſuch ſervile beings as can cheerfully accept of bribe. Pa- 
tronage of every kind extends the influence of thoſe who 
guide public affairs. At liberty to beſtow almoſt every 
place of profit and truſt in the three kingdoms, ſo long as 
places are to be given away, Pitt will have a majority 
of your two houſes of parliament in his favor. The 
weight 


1h, 


a 


| weight of intereſt the right honourable ſecretary can com- 


mand in India is not leſs, in proportion, than that which 
Pitt has monopolized in England. Hence every finew of 
the ſtate and her colonies entwine the daſtard ribs of thoſe 
ſcoundrel men. | 

Retrenchments, whether of domeſtic or foreign efta- 
bliſhments, never embrace the ſolid intereſts of Britons. 
The civil liſt was ſome years ago abridged of many wanton 
luxuries. The national debt was likewiſe made the ſub- 
ject of miniſterial conſideration. Yet theſe and every 
other ſcheme for the reduction of individual and corporate 
influence are nevertheleſs mere inſtruments of individual 
aggrandizement. 


Agricultural patriotiſm is of this an ample and perti- 
nent proof. | 


To give ſplendor to a few obſcure and puerile land- 


holders, or fome feudal ignorant baronets, the Board of 
Agriculture has been raiſed to public view. Preſident, vise- 
preſident, treaſurer, and a multitude of ſcottiſh paupers, 
receive each a ſalary; and, on occaſion, a bonus. The 


commonly called worthy. Sir. John Sinclair preſides at that 


uncommonly called uſeful board. Vaſt and uninſtructing 
documents frequently engage the theoretic fancy of thoſe 


hreepifh men. Unheard of advantages, uncalculable virtues, 
immeaſurable power, unknown' wealth, eerle „ independence, 
AND chancelefs proſperity will, we are told, all Feſult from 
that beneficent ſink, Marſhes, lakes, rallies rocks, hills, 
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ſand-banks; even the craggy mountain ball yield to the 
provweſs of farmer John. Thoſe extenſive and now waſle 
incloſures, thoſe fertile but uncultivated glibes, ſpacious 
-gardens, and towering foreſts ſhall likewiſe bring forth fruits 


in their kind. Not a nobleman in the kingdom will be 
permitted to poſſeſs even an acre of unharrowed ground. 
Every ridge, furrow and mead ſhall groan under the hoof, 
and ſhrink from the ploughboy's whiſtle. Indigence and 


ſloth, arrogance and imbecility, gold and corruption, 
power and perjury, war, intrigue and rapine, will fink 


beneath the ſtorm. Wrecked and confounded every ſatrap 


doſpot will then unite and affiliate with every peaſant 
clown. The whole northern iſles of ſheafleſs Orkney, 
with every tractleſs hebredian mole, ſhall contribute ſpon- 


taneouſly to the general good. —When ? Even at the day 


of the reſurrection from the dead. —Beware, eternal 


Sir John Sinclair; beware, coeval Bonnar; beware, 


ariſtocracy; ; And, ye Tiviot- hills: thy chi'dren, thy cat- 


tle, thy ſmiling corn-fields and expanding. oaks will yet 


greatly appear in flames and in ruin. | 

But, alas! the utmoſt exertions of human genius and 
of human ſtrength are thus now directed to repel the 
faireft ſtruggles of plebeian virtue. Dare but to wifh 
againſt the ſenſe of ſycophancy all you either poſſeſs or 
value in the world is taken from you. Chains and New- 
gate reward your endeavours; Oh, children of liberty. 
The palace and the ſtag hunt are thine, Oh, ye tyrants 


0129 
and evil doers! Say not to me that the proſperity of Eng- 
lihmen, that Britain's glory alone ſtimulates, alone provokes 
the. ſi eecy ſacrifices of that wolfiſh-man. It is ealy to 
prove, that the tenantry on the eſtates of this ſtatiſtical ego- 


tiſt go as naked, and are as completely enſlaved as the poor 


7 children of the renowned Wilberforce, who traverſe the en- 
i languined plains of India's weſtern ſhores. Even our moral 
parliament-men, like their deluſive maſter , diſplay more phi- 

lanthropy i in their ſentiments of the African flave trade, than 
can be diſcovered i in thoſe they expreſs towards their ſuffer- 

ing fellow men, at. home. The feudal chieftain, i in the den 
4 of St. Sephen, roars 10 be heard i in favour of che abolition, 
: and, with perfect goodneſs of heart, occupies | the receſs of 


every meeting of parliament j in aſſeſſing and rack- renting 
his vaſſals. The colony of Sierra Leone holds a diſlin- 
guiſhed place in the catalogue of thoſe virtues for which its 


the members of the company at home ſincerely and gene- 
rally mean, by their encouragement of the trade and ſer- 


will much diſcredit every individual profeſſion of individual 
virtue..-.One « of their members, a director of the company, 
and a member of the Britiſh parliament, declared, in his 
place in Parliament, th that. VE, together | with his partners, 
ned the Sierra Leone capital from hopes of gain. | What 
Engliſh warchouſemen v with African flaves ! Inimitable ba- 
triotiſm, faſcinating benevolence, laudable ſpeculation, ami- 
able chriſtianity! Away with it ! 

K 


wealthy founders are ſaid to be celebrated: but, whatever | 


vants of the colony abroad, one, fact i is upon record, which 


fort of f gain? ves. the profits ariſing from the traffic of 
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Parallel inſtances thus reduce almoſt all claimants to nearly 
the fame ſtandard. One is called patriot, for having em- 


barked in a ſpeculation, by which he cannot poſſibly loſe 


one ſhilling of his own private fortune ; but is, on the con- 
trary, paid out of the public's purſe, for inſulting and de- 
ceiving the public. His plans for draining, ploughing, and 


incloſing waſte lands, are as many ſeftions of Pitt's grand 


plan for draining, /aching, and deſtroying the whole inha- 
bited Britiſh iſles. Another is a patriot, becauſe his name 


appears, among many others, at the bottom of a paper call. 


ed, Articles of Union and Communion for the Uſe of 


the Honourable the Merchants of Great Britain trading to 


Sierra Leone.“ Thus he, who regulates the machine of 
agricultural ariſtocracy, as well as his cotemporary in the 
Sierra Leone direktion, firſt gains our confidence, then bar- 
ters for our lives. | 

Let us now turn our thoughts eds. 

Inſulated and conſtrained, che peaſants in the northern 
diſtricts of Scotland cannot communicate their thoughts 
to the world: there, reaſon ſimplifies the actions of 


men; and truth, that handmaid of reaſon, beautifies the 


unaffefted charatler. Thoſe generous, thoſe ſpontaneous, 
thoſe godlike oblations of the heart, which exaltand immor- 


talize the ſoul, there emanate profuſively from every jocund 
. lip. There we behold the enviable ſuperiority of rational 


devotion. Then there, could we admit comparative views 
of forms of worſhip, how much muſt we be diſguſted at 
the ſymphonetic orgies of our reformed catholics in church 


and 
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and ſtate. Yet the iſlanders are far from being happy. 
Nay, they ſubmit to the preſſure only, becauſe they fancy 
themſelves made for the load. Undeceive them, my graci- 


ous Sovereign; they are worthy of your love: and you, ohmy 


countrymen{ you who feriouſly eſpouſe and affert the cauſe of 
oppreſſed freedom; to you I appeal, in the name of thole, the 
ſuffering victims of the inclement north. Conſider that, while 


you'buly yourſelvesinreſearches after knowledge;they increaſe 


their ignorance. While you know and can urge the birth-right 
privileges of man, they idolize the menials of their miſer 


chieftains: deſtitutein many places of thoſecomforts which at- 


tend a well fed flave! Your cup of wiſdom overflows, theirs 
is embittered by injuſtice : though abounding in the enliven - 
ing ſpirit of truth, they cannot hazard even a wiſh for 
good. Notwithſtanding this, it may be, it indeed has been, 
ſaid, that they enjoy more of the means of being happy than 
their learned neighbours. What happineſs they do enjoy, 
conſiſts in their ignorance, not the reſult of any ſenſe of 


their own importance, as members of a free-born ſtate. The 


pains they endure, the picture herein already deline- 
ated, ſurely attach you to their cauſe. Like ſlaves, they do not 
defire to be enfranchiſed: for flavery has ever been their lot. 
In ſome degree they ate indifferent to their misfortunes, yet, 
is it becauſe the fruits of the ſwampy marſh and fiſh of the 


hoſtile ocean, by hard labour, yield them ſubſiſtence, that : 


you, who feel and are elevated by a love of rational li- 
berty, will not deign to contribute to the improvement of 
INE minds? Let their nn my" Liege, find a 
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plate in your record-book- of bounties, and, when the ſeaſon 
of reform has arrived, forget not that the remote north ſub. 
liſts thy fellows in every thing but power and a crown. To 
give to that power efficacy, and to that crown ſplendor, con- 
fer honor on ſuch to whom honour is due—to the whole 

race of Britons grant equal liberties ! 
When told, concerning the Hebredians, that their feudal 
veneration of the chieftain cannot be deſtroyed, only re- 
member how England continued inwrapt in thoſe prejudices, 
againſt the direct voice of reaſon, for ages. It were even 
ſo at this hour, had not a Locke, a Newton, and many more, 
| kred with the ſpirit of freedom, enlightened our annals. It 
is with liberty as with men, you may continue to oppreſs, 
calumniate, proſecute, nay proſcribe ; but, the moment one 
conceives the human mind moſt darkened, at the very mo- 
ment the man ſeems moſt enſlaved, he ſtarts from the bed 
of ſloth; his whole nature is invigorated—like Adam in 
Paradile, he ſurveys, with frantic pleaſure, his frame, Won- 
dering to behold his diverſified limbs of different ſhapes, and 
ſublimated by the paſſions of an enfranchiſed liie, ex- 
claims, Whence am I? How came L hither ? For, what pur- 
| Poſe have 1 been created? Reaſon now takes him by 
the hand, and leads him {enlightening his darkened under- 
ſtanding in their journey) to the arbour of Liberty—man's 
paradiſe, his heaven upon earth! | 
Many very important oklamaiont, 1 now be cubwit 
tedon thatoften-mentioned, but, by many, ill- conceived topic, 
rational liberty. Various as our national ; eſlabliſhments 
are, their complex infinity affords. proteQion to traitors ; to 
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dleceivers ſubterfuge. One general defined ſyſtem, liberal 


in its theory and generous in its practice, whoſe baſe were 


truth, whoſe pillars, juſtice; would entirely defeat and de- 
ſtroy the Catalines and Syllas of the day. Government 


ought to be ſo ſimple, laws ſo unambiguous, power and pre- 
rogative ſo defincable, that every man in the kingdom might 
know his ſtake in the general capital, as eafily as he knows 
that thirty pence make half a crown, Till this is the caſe, 
your Majeſty's perſon, and that of your ſucceſſors will, muſt 
be in continual danger, from the provoked inſults of every 
enraged mob. Here Jet me be r to ſuggeſt a =w_ 
obvious truths. 

Thoſe very parts of power, lia preſent ſervants 
tell you, are eſſentialto the permanence of royalty, have a di- 


reign. 

Virtuous miniſters and upright meaſures are not leſs 
neceſſary to the ſafety of the TOES than the nn 
of the ſovereign. | 

If gold muſt be the gandard of honour, ae and 
diſtreſs muſt be the ultimate concomitants of kings. 

The man, whom power would baſely conſign to perdition, 
is elevated by innate ſenſibility, and ſupported by cen 


love of truth. 


As ſociety i is at preſent organized, cottage ruſticity is ca- 
pable of more genuine integrity, yields n more real nn 
than palace glory. 


For while Profligacy poſtsto the ee de- 
gs inthe ſociety of friends at home: while ſhe reduces her 
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haughty man of fortune to the bed of torture, tlie 


economical ſteward, provident of his time and purſe, 


enjoys peace of mind in his buſineſs, and felicity 
in bis pleaſures. The path to virtue is the road to 
happineſs: in the way thither, the eternal welfare of 
our immortal ſouls is cultivated. The hope of an 
honeſt man is virtue: for the eſſence of that excellence is 


truth. Whofo begetteth riches, acquireth miſery ; but the 


man, whoſe bread is the fruit of induſtry, ſubſiſts on the 
ſweets of fortune. The days of a prince, on the other hand, 
are taſk bearers: he learns in the morning what he for- 
gets at noon. Life, in his hemiſphere, revolves impercep- 
tibly ; he culls the futile vanities of each paſſing hour; 
while concerns, cares, and grief, perhaps, gnaw the honeſt 
mind of ſome fettered ſwain. However, it is ſo only for a 
ſeaſon. The curtain is drawn; all is gloom : the horrors of 
a death. bed, or the groanings of a ſcaffold, perplex his ſoul, 
How differently again does the humble artizan revolve 


through life. HE enjoys a mere competency of the 


goods of fortune, fair health blooms on his cheeks, his 
playful children careſs his weary knees and garniſh them with 
Lowers; his ſpouſe! the partner of his toils, the object 
of his. joys, prepares the general repaſt, Oh, ſweet 


repaſt! while opiates are adminiſtered to the wakeful mo- 


narch, ſrom the ſilvery cruet or the maſſy bol, thy effer- 
veſcence, milky repaſt ! ſpreads peaceful fleep around ! Riſ- 
ing in the morning, they begin the work of the day in jul 
eonformity- with the voice of nature, and the pure Jaws of 
of ſequeſtrated virtue, Yet, affect it not! Honeſty, Induſtry, 

| Hoſpitality, 
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| Hoſpitality, Economy live in their ſocial retreat. Aﬀability 
riſes with them in the morning, ſmiles upon them at noon, 
and cements and amplifies their evening joys, and returns 
tranquilly with feſtive night. Thus to do good is as. 
natural to a virtuous man, as it is for a vicious man to 
contrive evil. Both act on principles of an immediately 
unperceived neceſlity : both, are influenced by example. 
Example is as well the ſource of great vices as of great 
virtues ; and, ſince there cannot poſſibly exiſt womb- 
created vices, it is evident, that man may, if he will, 
be thoroughly virtuous, Only biſhops and friends of bi- 
ſhops have any intereſt in the exiſtence of vicious error. 
Vour Majeſty may, therefore, inſtantly change the doctrine 
of original ſin. Convince men but once, that they are not 
| born in ſin, every other requiſite to moral and religious recti- 
tude will thereto fucceed. It is not phyſical neceſſity, 
but political chicanery, that abſorbs and ſubverts the intel- 
leftual faculties of ambitious men. Were Pitt aſked why 
he continues to ſin againſt Heaven and man, he would di- 
rektly reply, I am a man born in ſin: and truly, did the rule 
admit of an exception, William is a moſt forcible inſtance 
of human depravity. If he was not born in ſin, he is cer- 


tainly nurſed in iniquity. 


To talk more politically, Miniſters really * their 
places in contempt of your Majeſty and the country; this 
they will continue to do, ſo long as the property of the 
nation is entirely and uncontrolably at their diſpoſal. We 
may boaſt of publie foundations, of Chriſt's, Greenwich, 
and Chelſea hoſpitals, yet even there thoſe iron-hearted 
„ monſters | 
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monſters conſummate venality. Only the children of peo. 
ple of a particular denomination are admitted to receive the 
benefits of education, &c. at Weſtminſter School and 
Chriſt's Hoſpital. Thoſe who can have their children ſo 
admitted, always do, becauſe they always muſt vote, for 
war, and every other unprovoked occaſion, which 
even leads to ruin. Should an honeſt ſailor, by any 
fatality, happen to become a member of the London Cor- 


reſponding Society, in caſe of falling a vidtim to his pro- 


feſſion, and that too in your Majeſty's Navy, his widow, on 
diſcovery of that political connection, would be precluded 
forever from any participation of the bounties or annuities 
uſually allowed ſeamen's widows by the Trinity Houle. 
Yet this is an eſtabliſhment profeſed(y charitable ! - 
' Public offices, of every denomination, likewiſe yoke the in- 
human ſway of our zealous Premier. Whenever a place ofad- 
vantage has become vacant; intimation thereof is directly 
given to ſuch of his friends as can diſpoſe of it. Where 
there is a multiplicity - of political powers, it will often 
Happen, that thoſe exerciſing under them, forget the right 
way to manage their ſpecific parts. Surely your Majeſty 
will wonder to be told, that many lucrative and truſt-wor- 
thy ſituations, in your public offices, are frequently occu- 
pied ex- cio, by concubines and pimps. The former have 
the ſale of many places, the latter receive centum per centum 
upon advertiſement, direction, and meſſage- money! Good 
Heaven! what encouragement in this, for talents and for 


virtue. Unfortunate Barrington! thy varied crimes ſprung 
not from natural depravity, not from poſitive inclin- 
85 | 1 1 ation 
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ation to vice: no; England ſpurned your talents, and 
loaded Foy: with chains ! I bluſh for your Majeſty ! be- 
cauſe all the vices for which unhappy individuals ſuffer [ 
death and baniſhwent, owe their primitive exiſtence to na- 
tional indiſcretion, and princely diſregard, Though 
George Barrington, again and again implored his judges, 
to ſentence hum to ſerve in any of your Majeſty's ſhips, no ſym- 
pathizing judge was near. He was ſent to the hulks / But 
even here his greatneſs of mind, ſo daringly, ſo vilely in- 
ſulted by your Majeſly's repreſentatives, amply diſplayed it- 
ſelf in his conduct. Bending under the laſh of an incivic 
taſk-maſter, his illumined ſoul ſoared to the higher heavens, | 
Wich Dignum he occupied his hours of reſpite in dignified 
tranquillity, compoſing criticiſms on the works of the moſt. 
celebrated authors of the French nation. At one time, ab- 
ſorbed in elevated contemplations, at another, immerſed in 
poverty and chains, ſucceſſive hardſhips worried their noble 
natures; while impudence and diſſipation baſked in the ſun- 
ſbine of Peterſham-Lodge. Laws that can admit of cruel- 
ties, thus enormous, are umwvorthy of a people, and ill- be- 
come a ſovereign. Believe me, my Liege, I am no advocate | 
for delinquency of any kind. But certain, as I am, that thoſe 
occaſions which give riſe to popular thefts, ſucceed generally 


wo popular inhumanity, I will ever continue the impartial 
7 aſſertor of univerſal juſtice. Juſtice is an operative image of 
d theDeity. Any violation af her precepts maſt therefore in- 
or volve divine wrath. Oh, my ſovereign, how eaſily might | 
ng | the commiſſion of robberies, burglaries, and every ſpecies | | 
n- af vice, which at preſent ſullies the Britiſh charac- 
ion 6 | 


ter 


(138 ) 
ter, be wholly prevented ! The furplus | that would ariſe 


from a fair partition of the public's money, would be more 
than equivalent to all the purpoſes of 'moral reſervation. 


Did the Engliſh legrflature fund a ſam which ſhould produce 
66,000). annually, tatents might be rewarded, virtue pro- 
tected, and the poverty of the ſcholar, as well as the vices 
of the mechanic diſſipated for ever. Will any one dare 
to fay, that human nature is fo depraved naturally, that a 
man, inflead of ſhunning, will ruſh into the arms of vice, 


Will any one dare to ſay, that human beings can ſo far con- 


quer human feelings, as to ruſh into the arms of death! 
Surely not! Now, theſe things muſt be admitted, ere the in- 
utility of ſuch a national- fund as I have juſt mentioned can 
| be demonſtrated. But its inutility is not demonſtrable : 
for trutFand experience will bear me out in the ſpeculation, 
For example: a man in the country, who is habitually vici- 
ous, is told, that in London there is A GREAT HOUSE or 
ALus, where liberal and juſt ſtewards conſtantly attend to 
receive, examine, and hear the plaints of all whoſe misfor- 
tunes demand attention. That, under the direction of this 
houfe, there reſide in every village and town throughout the 
three kingdoms, proper agents; who are appointed to ad- 
vance neceſſary ſums to indigent, or even vicious, but con- 
trite perſons, to defray the neceſſary expences of journey, 
&c. to London. That there are likewiſe regular and proper 
conveyances, belonging to the alms-houſe with which they, 
the penitent ſinners, &c. can come to London. That 
moreover, on their arrival in London, they ſhall be ſuitably 


provided for: ſuch as, in matters of RE lodging, &c. 
until 
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until a choice of eligible employment can be made by 


themſelves. That, laſtly, when this agreeable choice has 


been made, they ſhall be received into the factories, &c. of 


late benevolence. Here to have and to ſhare every reaſon- 
able comfort of ſocial life. Think you, my Sovereign, that 
the moſt abandoned highwayman would ſpurn the patronage 
of an inſtitution of this nature? Be aſſured, he would not. 
Lite is the deareſt object of a man's care. In caſe of ſpurn- 
ing protection, the highwayman would moſt certainly riſk, 
nay facrifice his life. I, my Liege, have ſeen ſome of the 


moſt hardy of them in their way to execution: their eyes 


ſpoke what their tongues could not utter: yes, and the lan- 
guage was, Oh, that my lite depended on a reform of 
manners; that my country would accept of my unceaſing 
| ſervices! that my benevolent Sovereign would reſpite me 
during his pleaſure!” Alas! ill-fated men. Twas then, I ru- 
minated on legalized crimes. Twas then, I recollected 
that the haughty coronet alone reſcues a more ſcoundrel life 
than thine could be from ſcaffold fury. Twas then I con- 
templated the practicability of reſtoring ſovereign ſway to 
virtue. Twas then my throbbing ſoul ſhrunk at the ima- 
gery of Newgate and the Compter. Then I reprobated the 
hulk eſtabliſhment of Old Bailey clemency, and the Botany 
Bay colony of miniſterial crimes and follies. Twas then 
I firſt conceived an intention to calculate the poſſible ex- 
pences, and trace the poſſible refources of our common 
country. A computation which ſhocks all my feelings; even 
in idea. A computation which nevertheleſs affords full and 


"I" nat a ſact, which will, I am ſure, ſur- 
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priſe many, namely; that the whole National Debt of Great 
Britain, can, and may, be honourably liquidated in twenty- 
three years. How this can be true, naturally forms a queſ- 


tion with your Majeſty and my countrymen. On the ſub. 


Je, delicate as it is, I will, however, now merely ſay, that 
did I live in Holland, and was about to write on Principles 
of Slate CEconomy, 1 would-eſtabliſh one maxim Never 
; give to one man, more than one man's ſhare. Were it ſo in 
England, the benevolent inſtitution, above faintly deſcribed, 
together with every ſalutary conſervator of religious, moral, 
and poliucal virtue, might eaſily be ſupported, and, it ne- 
cellary, enlarged. The places in public offices themſelves, 
that are ſold clandeſtinely, amount yearly to the immenſe 


and wicked ſum of 1,000,000). ſterling. Ho vaſt then the | 


- pollble reſpurces of oppreſſed England! FRET. 
At preſent, an inſolent ariſtocracy predominates and do- 
mineers over all. Mercantile pride likewiſe aſlumes mer- 
cantile power. The former is prodigal, the latter avarici- 
.ous. One mortgages the rights and fortunes of a whole fa- 
mily, the other ſupplies the dole. Thus thoſe loyal dealers 
mutilate che juſtice of the public, and the deſcended rights 
of innocent orphans, Thus are they imminently intereſted 
in whatever militates againſt individual and general proſpe- 
rity. Riſen fromthe coal-cellar tothe drawing-room, from 
the night - cart to a ütle, wha will henceforth wonder, that 
the citizens of London, that is to ſay, the addreſſing part 
of them, abet and ſupport the law-maker of Downing- 
ſtreet. Support the man who diflated the royal meſſage, 
which gave life and celebrity to the dawncaſt ſtocks of a 
ö | bankrupt 
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bankrupt nation. Support the man who has beggared the 
Bank of England! Support the man who is ready, at any 


time to prove, that famine at home, diſgrace and defcats 


. 


abroad, paper without gold, and ſecurity without property, 


conſtitute the beſt reſources of a commercial people. 


Under theſe impreſſions, the merchant of fortune over- 


| bids ſuch of his adventuring cotemporaries as value the 


independence of principle above the penury of | gold. 
Much has been ſaid againſt the people calling themſelves 
repulicans. Much too of thofe Ryled reformers. Of them 
your Majeſty's Miniſters have, in fact, ſaid and thought 


ſo much, that the once unheard of Thelwall, is. now 


oracle extraordinary to every unlettered man in the 


kingdom. Perſecution dragged him and his aſſociates 


to the tower. A deluded populace dragged them, af- 


ter their acquittal, from the thieves' banket-houſe at the 
Old Bailey, to their reſpective homes. By theſe pro- 


ceedings, men were brought to enquire about the read 
ſlate of the country, Of theſe enquiries, the reſult has 
been, that Piit, Dundas, Windham, and Judge Reeves, 
dreading popular indignation againſt their accumulated 
crimes, ſchemed bills of indiftment- againſt, part ignorant, 


part innocent, part ambitious, men. This ſupported the 


great actors of our national drama for a ſeaſon. Had the 
priſoners been convicted, public tortures would have ſuffi- 
ciently occupied the public mind for months, perhaps years. 


At their acquittal, a new epithet of derifion was framed, 


and this engaged the vulgar mind for months together. Pre- 
lently a ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus was voted; on 


the 


' 
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| | the expiration of which, a late and ever. memotable ſalve 

| was adminiſtered to the w:cked people. In all theſe tranſ- 

N actions, impartial men obſerve all the villainy, and all the 

flupidity, of miniſters. They diſcover, that itenerant politi- 

cians, prude demagogues, and ungracious lefturers, might 

| have lived and died the cact/zng idols of their own ſelf-love. 

| - Intelligent men did, and do conſider thoſe reſtive theoriſts, 
wholly. unworthy the attention of the public. When I ſay 
this, your Majeſty will not eaſily believe, thit I have ever 
attended the lectures of Patriot Thelwall. Once, and only 
once, I breathed in that gulph of error, cunning, and igno- 
rance. | | | 
Datliceccabon,: the diſtortions of a miſerable counte. 
nance moved firſt my pity, next my admiration. I really 
pitied the Lecturer. I admired the mob. Pity towards 
Thelwall was inevitable + becauſe his mechanical orations, 
Partaking as they did of much of the good ſenſe, deep po- 
licy, and acute reaſoning of a Milton, a Locke, and a Sidney, 
merited leſs of my cenſure than praiſe. Not that his genius 
produced the medly ; it was, on the contrary, a com- 
pilation from thoſe almoſt inimitable writers. On this ac- 
count-it was, that I admired the audience : really their ig- 
norance was ſo obvious, his cunning ſo palpable and error 
of judgment fo prevailing and unconſtrained, that that un- 
rivalled zeal, that licentious, and ill-timed applauſe, inor- 
dinately beſtowed, could not but command admiration of 
imbecility unmaſked. Every popular demagogue builds his 
reputation on thoſe fragment plaudits, © The rehearſal is at 
Beaufort Buildings, the acting in the fields. Theſe more 
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popular orators, like parrots amongſt men, re- echoe the 
overnight leſſon ; pleaſed to behold their companions at the 
| leftufe, the moſt loud in applauding them in the field. With 
ſuch a memory, ſo apt and intelligent, ſurely the membets 
of the London Correſponding Society will not heſitate to 


acknowledge the farce of the parrot is fully} exemplified in 


them. For CHILDREN, who are nightly attendants, when 
the ſong is taught, will ſpend the morning in ene * 
miration of the repeating MAGPYE. 

Children in knowledge, wiſdom and prudeuce, thoſe men 


certainly are, Who wonder at this, need only be told, that 


their teachers, and the teachers of their teachers, can vindi- 
cate the aſſertion. Not a privy counſellor in the kingdom 
fo much the novice, as not to know it is ſo. How then is your 
Majeſty to account for-the horrid preponderance of revolu- 
tionary terrors ? The members of Oppoſition have uniformly 
told their antagoniſts of the Treaſury- bench, that the London 


Correſponding Society is only of that the name. Every ſha- 


dow of power they ever did, or could poſſeſs, would 


diſappear at the flaſh of priming. But ſuch prompt diſcip- 


line would not do. Miniſters had places to keep! the na- 
tion muſt therefore be continually annoyed with rumours of 


newly diſcovered. plots and treaſons. Were there wanting 


proofs of legillative turpitude; were there. wanting proofs 
of adminiſtrative rancour; did men rcquire living examples 
of living vice,  Downing-ſtreet, Saint Stephen's, and the 
Continent, ate monumental of them. The agents of our 
political cala mities are the illegitimate offspring of ſolicitor 
general Sir John Mitford, of Old Bailey memory, 

| But 


12 
i4 
: 

14 
4 
1 
| 


— — — LH en—e———_ ea 
— 
—— — * = VO; ee 


( 144 ) 

But, notwithſtanding the admitted inſigniſicance of thofe 
corre/pondent-gamblers, notwithſtanding that whole agitated 
Copenhegan Houſe, and the more recent aſſembly in Mary- 
le- bone Fields; retreated at one time before a ſtrayed: bull; at 


another, on report of two privates of a dragoon troop enter- 
ing the field; notwithſtanding this, there yet exiſt reaſons for 


combating that tyranny which now threatens ruin, So many 


lectures, ſo many ſocieties, ſuch once united, but at preſent 


ſcattered force of democratic ſentiments, never could have 


exiſted in a country where reform of every kind was not 
virtually and preſently wanted. It is farcical, yet Jament- 
able, to obferve, that not merely one, but upwards of five 


hundred leQurers have found ſucceſſive employment for up- 


_-wards of a twelvemonth, in this kingdom, in the mere dil- 


cuſſion of political vices. Oh, miſerable country! Oh, be- 
trayed king! When the honeſt ſenſe of Engliſhmen ought 
to have been taken; when undue parliamentary influence 
ought to have been deſtroyed; when every ſubject of theſe 


realms, inſtead | of being innocently arranged on manu 


factured charges of | non-exrſting diſloyaltiy, ought to 


have been conhrmed in his liberty; yes! when French- 


men proferred their | friendſhip and love to your Ma. 
zeſty, thoſe who had great reaſon to tremble for their own 


perſonal ſafety, have, as your highneſs perceives, been thus 
plotting: and abetting conſpiracies and foul treaſons againf 
your royal perſon. / True it is, that one or two diſaſſected 
theoriſts, and ſome deluded mechanics, may have ſought to 
overthrow MARE An Fe n Sp ou * nen, 
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But who would ſhrink from a piſmire, in a paſs where even 
Hercules himſelf muſt yield! | | 
That there did, that there ever will, exiſt fools and mad- 
men in this, in common with every other country of the 
globe, no one will deny. That they were few, and would 
in time become ſtill fewer, every one will, however, believe. 


Corruption, which muſt be ſupported by peculation, gave 


riſe to complaints which will yet be ſupported, perhaps, by 


the ſword! Why ſay perhaps? For unleſs your Majeſty 
liſtens to the reaſonable ſupplications of yd "Fm it 
willeven ſo happen. $:i7tivis | 

- INTRIGUE is the maſter-piece of our Engliſh Nero: He, 
my Liege, hired the man who opened the budget of the tus 
multuary buſineſs of the 29th of Odober laſt. There was 
no ſtone thrown on that day at your Majeſty. - If there had, 
thoſe who ſat near you muſt have diſcovered it immediately 
on its entering the body of your coach. That impulſe 
which could carry a ſtone from the hand of the perſon who 
firſt gave it motion, to the coach window, would likewiſe 
have perforated the glaſs: the continued volition, and 
increaſing velocity of ſuch a ſtone, would carry it into, 
or through the body of the coach. Now, only one window 


was at all wounded ; and no ſtone; no parucle of matter of 
any coercive kind was found in the coach by thoſe who 
fat near you, Hence neither fone, pebble; nor particle, 


was thrown at you on that 29th day of October, above cited. 
Lord Wet—m—4, my Liege, might have broken the glaſs 
with his cabinet wand! Glorious man | would you thus alie- 

| * a | nate 
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nate the affections of the Sovereign from the people, and of 
the people from the ſovereign? 
No ſooner had the news of theſe outrages reached your 
two Houſes of Parliament, than congratulatory addreſſes were 


voted and ſent to your Majeſty, expreſſive of their (the Mi- 


niſters who had actually and truly provoked and irritated the 
populace) lively veneration of a perſon, and unſhaken re- 


gad for a life they had both inſulted and riſked in public 


proceſſion! Theſe addreſſes were followed by as many 
more as could be bought throughout the diſtrafted king- 
doms. And the Common-hall of London, vauntingly pro- 
claimed her unbzafſed e in the meaſures of the 
cabinet. E 

Had Treaſury Curtis, and Lirthchads Sanderſon, either 
known or underſtood, that any of the more dependent citi- 
zens, whoſe bills they held, voted againſt a declaration iſ- 
ſued, on this occaſion, from Grocer's-hall, not one ſhilling 
would they have advanced upon them. This the unfortu- 
nate drawers knew but too well. They therefore feebly 
voted for a meaſure which militated e their n in- 
alineable intereſts. | (0407 - 2 

Even Scotland, that union: Grilled nation, gave binh 
to addreſſes, petitions, and decrees.” Theſe, however, were 
fabricated for the moſt part by anticipating lawyers, dottors, 
gunners, drummers, and which was ſtill more magnificent, 
by Mr. CHAMBERS, blackſmith to your Majeſty, and Sit 
Alexander Mackenzie of Coul, lately arrived, with a © at 
tune from the Eaſt Indies! Fie 88 it 11! 


* 
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Twas by men like theſe that thoſe loudly decried bills, 
called Bills of Sedition and Treaſon, were approved. Ex- 
pectant on the Miniſter; 'the poor Cannings, Jenkinſons, 
and Grants; the Windhams themſelves ſurrendered their 


country's liberties to ſave their patron's head. In ſurrender- 
ing theſe, they unhappily ſacrificed the intereſts of their 
ſovereign, if not his life. To paliate matters, it was how- 
ever, rumoured, that when thoſe Bills were paſſed into 
law, your Majeſly wholly diſapproved of the meaſure. Thoſe 
who think ſo, would do well to recolleR, that every King ot 
Great Britain has, for time immemorial, enjoyed a diſſen- 
tient power, that is a caſting vote on all queſtions, even thoſe 
of ſtate emergency. That paramount right, your Majeſty 
could have exerciſed, had the inclinations of your heart 
dictated oppoſition to a cruel: parliament. It is little better 
than a bad Iriſhiſm for your Majeſty now to ſay, that that, 
which\was wholly in your 8 to * was e ” 
ou againſt your inclination | + bx | 
Perhaps the dread of being does: by one ee 
forſaken and betrayed by another, ſtimulated an haſty de- 
ciſion. If ſo, a charge of intemperance will lie ſome: 
where. But men will more eaſily believe, that the miſ- 
guided wiſhes of the heart, accompanied that deſpot error. 
Notwithſtanding this, however, there is no ſubject in the 


realm ſo completely in arms againſt the Miniſter, but would - 


yet heartily eſpouſe the cauſe of degraded Majeſty.” In 
Engliſhmen you will always have ſympathizing and generous 
friends. Should: miniſterial tyranny even provoke rebellion, 


in Engliſhmen !] your family will truly find hearts to pity, 


L 2 . and 


* 


tion of ones on birth · right have, too frequently, a tendency 
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and boſoms prone to ſigh. Humanity's pearly tears will 


ſoften every foe ; while compaſſion, for the unhappy pre- 
judiced-monarch, will intereſt and warm the feelings of Bri. 


tons, to protect and ſolace ſuffering royalty. We do, and we 


will revere our king. But we do not, and will not adore 
his minion ſatellites. Neither ſhall corruption — ſubter- 


fuge amongſt us. 


Though the prime miniſter of England violates all law, we 


aſſert the rights of free- men. Though he ſacrifices public 


faith, and national honor, we conjoin public duty with pri- 
vate virtue; The Privy Council may ſcheme eternal de. 
potiſm, but We are the People! Oh, that your Majeſty 
would but examine and. well weigh theſe truths, 

© InfurreQtion will never curſe a people whoſe king is vir- 
tous, - Rebellion never diſquiet a king whoſe people are 
convetſant with their liberties only, through their ſpontane- 
dus bleſſings. It is tor your on ſake, my Liege, 1 thus 
preſs my obſervations upon you. Multiſarious as they are, 
nought but loyalty exhilarates my ſoul. I love my country! 
Llove my King! Yet I am ready-fghted over the annals of 


Love to them muſt always be mutual and always uncon - 


firained· The man who can ſo. regulate his aſſections, will 
neither adulate the monarch, nor idolize his own birth- 
right. Becauſe, to do either is folly. God is alone the au- 
thor of being, and therefore is the only proper object of ſu- 
perior adoration. My life is for my king and my country, 
my ſoul belongs to God. Nowadulation of princes and idoliza- 


to 


1 
to ſwerve the creature from his duty to the Creator; thus 
then to adulate and idolize humanity is follyj! 


There is a line and a plummet with which every man can 
meaſure and adjuſt the concerns of mortality. Whatever 
is worthy of purſuit, is likewiſe reduceable to practical en- 
tity. Now, nothing ſo highly intereſts a people as their du- 


ty to God. Next to which, is the duty they ſeverally owe 


to themſelves. It is a poſitive negle& of this duty, for any 
man to ſubmit to the mal adminiſtration of any man. And 
wherever the united will of a people is concentrated, if juſ- 
tice flows equally and impartially from it, we are 
bounden by our obligations to Heaven, to fix our anchors of 
political ſalvation. Should the ground prove unſtable, ne- 


ceſſarily the ſame obligations demand of us to change an- 


chorage. Thus then the legiſlator of theſe realms, already 
vitiated from its inmoſt iſſues, preſents us with no 
place of ſafety. To your Majeſty, we however, have a right 
to appeal, and ſhould this not be liſtened to, we are invited 
to ſubmit the conduct of our pilotleſs bark to Heaven, But 
your Majeſty feels too ſenſibly thoſe moral and religious ob- 
ligations, which alike require your, and your people's, virtu- 
ous zeal, When all the extraneous: parts of our conſtitu-- 
tion are diſunited from the really eſſential fabrick, the duty 
we owe to God, een and poſterity, will have been: 
performed, | | 

A conſtitution of government is wry only in propor- 
tion as its influencing faculties ſtimulate a general and 


unlimited love of virtue. In a country where ſhe rules, 


ics arms a king, and induſtry, and and contentment, har- 
L3 monize 


ö 
: 
s 
; 
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monize, and ſhield a people. That ſyſtem of government 
which ſhall deſtroy this faculty of a conſtitution, is there- 


fore bad, and ought to be radically and forever —_— 


Hence the urgent neceſſity of inſtant reform. 
There is a criſis which human affairs muſt and will reach: 


and that too a criſis at which national wealth, individual 
ambition, and corporate power, will for a time verberate or 


move in zig-zag, but unincreaſing influence. But time, 
that holds thereins of death, ſoon humbles the aſpiring na- 


tion to a wreathleſs grave. To this period of perfection in 


miſery,” we are not, however, yet arrived. I have again 
and again ſaid that we may, if we will, improve our con- 
dition, Whether with regard to our political, eee or 
moral intereſts. e ee 


But before any __ can take place, thoſe operoſe men, 
thoſe boiſterous 'coalitioniſls, who now agitate the public 
mind, muſt either be convicted of an error, or confirmed 
in their patriotiſm. That aſſertion; that the paſling of 


the two Bills of Convention, already alluded to, into law, 
would juſtify reſiſtance on the part of the people, amounts 
to another aſſertion, namely, that it would be a violation of 
the coronation oath, on the part of the ſovereign; becauſe, 
a king of England cannot force rebel lion againſt his govern- 
ment, without firſt breaking that ſolemn compact between 


| himſelf and his people,—Now, in the fourth and laſt place; 


' THOUGHTS oN THE LAWS THAT WERE, AND THE 
; | LAWS THAT ARE. © | 
' Laws muſt be either good or bad. Good law is that 
ee wy 4 3 . FP F 6 | bt | rule 
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rule of conduct, in purſuing which, a man eaſily knows his 
right path, and in that path, cannot eaſily err. Literally 
ſpeaking, law is A CERTAIN RULE direfling and obliging 


a rational creature in moral actions. To direct, muſt be to 


guide: now it is neceſſary, that one ſhould know what it is 


he is ſo guided by. But if law be really unintelligible, it 
is not a guide to good but bad condutt. 1 would not, for 
the world, be obligated to adhere to given rules, if thoſe 


rules were improperly enforced and unwiſely conceived. 


Now law in this country, where onl; a few profeſs and 


none underſtand it, muſt oblige men either to do nothing, 
or to do what is wrong. That is not law which cannot be 
comprehended, defined, and underſtood by the moſt ſimple, 
by the moſt uninſtrutted and illiterate mind: without this, 
it is not law, but conſpiracy againſt reaſon, How can law 
be for the protettion of every one, if only fineſſing barriſ- 
ters can practice under it? Theſe barriſters, if they are in- 
genious, can ſwindle a jury out of their wits and the judges 
out of their ſenſes. Thus ſubje& to evaftory prejudice, miſin- 
terpretation, and precedent, what was good law yeſterday, 
may prove very bad grammar to-morrow. Such would be 


neither lawful nor right. The law of England is, therefore, 


practically bad. Judge Blackſtone has, I own, written in- 
geniouſly on legal topics: but whoever has ſtudied his com- 
mentaries muſt ſay with me, that they are a good apology | 
for a bad code. Our priſons for felons, ſuſpeRed politi- 


cians, and debtors, fully corroborate this aſſertion. Fifteen 


Years have I known a man confined: for a debt of 71. and 
| L 4 | when 
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when. it came to be paid, the magnanimous ſheriffs of Lon- 


don demanded 51. additional for their poundage. Than 


this, nothing could be more iniquitous, becauſe, according 
to their own data, they were intitled to only y ſhillings. The 
unfortunate. man was, however, detained on that damnable 
charge, and died a few months ſince, in the ſame loathſome 
dungeon. It is a fact, and an obvious one, my Sovereign, that 
the chief juſtice of the King's Bench is allowed 4, ooo l. a 
year (ſome ſay more), beſides the produce of rule. rent, by the 
marſhal of the King's Bench priſon, for his (the chief 
juſtice's) ſhare of the annual profits of that moral grave, 
Yet the ſame chief juſtice can /ament the exiſtence of any 
place of the kind. 3 
I Inſtead of . for 56 we alt io have liqui- 
FR boards ; to which every debtor and creditor 
ſhould be required to bring claim, and defence, and thence 


retire acquitted ad infinitum, from the fatality of the writ. 


In this caſe, no poſſible injuſtice could be done to ihe credi- 
tor; becauſe a man who owes 101. and has only 21. of all 
this world's good to pay it with, will not ſurely be able to make 
| 20]. of his 21. in a gaol. It may be ſuppoſed by che creditor, 
that the debtor has wealthy or oſtenſible friends, who, tender 
of their own name and character, will ultimately liquidate 
the debt.  Admitting ſuch a probability to exiſt, in all caſes, 
| whether of debts of a ſmall, or thoſe of a great amount, your 
Majeſty will not imagine, chat the relatives are bound by 
any legal obligation, ſo to indulge a capricious or avaricious 
creditor. ' The debtor, in fact, may have been a profligate, 


who bas ruined his health, proſtituted his character, and 


ſoured 


red 


( 153 ) | 
ſoured his friends, Here then, I beg your Majeſly will 
turn your thoughts to George Prince of Wales. 


However, people in trade never have juſt reaſon to 


complain of intaling cuſtomers; for ſhopkeepers eagerly 


ſnatch every opportunity, wherewithal they can. vend their 
commodities, Such eagerneſs to ſell will often occaſion 
a backwardneſs to pay; but the moſt guilty, is the fool who 
{ports his capital, Another time I will enter more gene- 
rally into this topic, At all times I ſhall, however, 


think impriſonment for debt, neither compatble with 


good law nor ſound policy. | | 

Corporal puniſhments, of every kind, are > 
wich political prudence, if not contrary to natural juſtice. 
A man, for inſtance, ſhall happen to be deprived, by ſome 
tyrant ſuperior, of all means of phyſical ſubſiſtence. Reduc- 


ed to the verge of the grave, his famiſhed ſtomach incef= 


ſantly anticipates ber denied nurture. In this condition, na- 
ture points to every practical, nay, every poſſible reſource. 
Without friends or philanthropiſts (deſcriptions of which 
the preſent generation can very little boaſt) near him, he 
baſtens to the highway, Here ſome unwary paſſenger meets 
his wandering eyes: he attacks; he ſucceeds, and lays the 
foundations of infamy and death, But was he guilty of 
wilful robbery ? No—not at all: tyranny drove him to the 
highway, where deſperation turned him into a robber. 
Able in this manner to retrace the origin of almoſt all 
the vices which bave ſlained the human character, will it be 
wondered at, if 1 profeſs myſelf adverſe from corporal pu- 
niſhment, of whatever kind, and inflicted under whatſoevet 


circumſtances 7 
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eircumſtances? Somewillreplyandaſſert, that man is naturally 
prone to evil. If this be ſo, God cannot be divinely juſt; | 
becauſe the rational faculty, which is the ſupervital eſſence, 
muſt be that ſection of humanity, which at all reſembles 
the Creator. Reaſon, in ſhort, is the image of God who 
made us. Now it is argued, that we are naturally prone to 
vitious and lewd habits : inaſmuch then as reaſon is the ſole 
agent of phyſical neceſſity, and this laſt the main ſpring of 
every action we perform, ſo reaſon, which is, as J have ſaid, 
the image of God who made us, muſt be naturally abandon- 
ed, wicked, and profane. Admitting this how can God, the 
fountain head of Reafon, be divinely juſt ? | 
But, why do I grieve your highneſs on this irrational to- 
pic? For me to ſupyoſe, that my God! my Creator! breath- 
ed the breath of lite into me, endowed my vital functions 
with certain: heneficent powers, diverſified the frame of my 
organs with intricate, but juſt and equidiſtant ſources of fe- 
ſpiration, generation, perſpiration, and animation, to ſuppoſe, 
my Prince, that /oul is caſt into the mould of carnality, were 
blaſphemy againſt Heaven. I cannot ſuppoſe it! I will 
not believe it! We are, each and all of us, capable of higher 
enjoyments han vice. Even heaven and paradiſe are pro- 
miſed. Will it be believed chen, that eternal vice is the fun- 
damental of eternal virtue? No: yet ſuch'is the doctrine of 
| original ſin. - But I quit it for the preſent; aſſured in my 
oven mind, that your Majeſty will henceforth rata 
 louſly explode every religious and civil error. | 
We may much boaſt of literary improvements in the pre- 
; _ and former reigns ; but whatever good ſome men thihk 


refinements 


pre- 
unk 
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refinements of literature and ſubtilties of ſcience impart, 
mankind may be well acquainted, generally, with this truth: 


that improvement in claſſical knowledge is advancement 


in practical vice. Boys at our ſchools and in the univerſi- 
ties, acquire habits of thinking, deſires to act, paſſions to 
gratify, illuſtrious examples of illuſtrious villainy never 
known, never practiſed, and indulged but by the conquering 
tyrants of ambitious Rome. In favour of every Gothic 
vice, they really imbibe all. the prejudices of ſycophant bi- 


gots. Launched into the fortuitous ocean of life, theſe 
creatures of monkiſm ſpurn every decent maxim, and proſti- 


tute every virtuous good. They fill our armies, [wel] ourfleets, 
and overwhelm our ſenates. Generals of ſtaff-apathy, Ad- 
mirals of flag-cruelty, Repreſentatives of the ſcare crow of 


| the marchſtone of the cottage, form thoſe voluptuous co- 


horts which guide the dire wheels of civic infamy, and 
rear under the banners of martial puberty, In a word, our 
landing ſenates, are ſtanding. evils ; our nn armies, 


; ſanding miſchiefs. 


Jo regain that virtuous e e N your - Majeſty 
once enjoyed, future laws muſt. provide againſt thoſe, the 
obnoxious and incroaching enemies of freemen, We muſt 
preciſely know what we can, of right, preciſely enjoy. 
before the crown can preciſely define, its virtuous dent. 
and the people their virtuous liberties 

Engliſhmen have not yet forgotten the fate. of the jy 
nate, but illuſtrious Dr. Dodd. They can likewiſe remember 
the recent event of Hunter's trial. Dodd had committed a for. 
bery, Hunter did the ſame; but the . had no friends at 
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eourt. Hunter is diſtantly related to the man, who was 
coachman to Harry Dundas's grandfather. Theſe are 
fabts: and every man who reads this letter, can eaſily be 
furniſhed at the Old Bailey with the proofs. 

Are our laws therefore good; our judges therefore im- 
partial; our ſtateſmen therefore virtuous; our conſtitution 
therefore good ? Verily they are. 

Thoſe, indeed, the attributes of jullice, i in mercy, which 
titled infamy can admire and' applaud. Becauſe, with 
fuch laws, and permanent judges to adminiſter them, we 
may truly ſay, England has legalized each brutal-evil. 

The noble lord, or honourable juſtice, who ſhall happen 
to preſide at the circuit, fits alſo on the King's Bench in Weſt- 
minſter-Hall. From the country frequent appeals are made to 
tte town. The verdict of a jury is not eaſily quaſhed ; but 
the ſentence of a judge can be reverſed. A cauſe that was 
tried at Maidſtone, may be moved, by an appeal, to the 
Court of King's Bench in London. The fact and the cir- 
cumſtances belonging to it are here new garbed, and have 
new barriſters to urge them. But, alas! the good old judge, 
who preſided at Maidſtone, fits upon the bench. To him 
the jurymen pay deference; to him each ſervile barriſter 
ean bend the brainleſs head. The ſame iſſue follows the 
ſame cauſe: thus, thoſe prejudices which crammed the views 
of juſtice in the country, racks ey in town. I abomi- 
nate the/praftice, e. 

Chancery again is not a ſection of the common law of the 
land: thus here men expect to have juſtice done them. Equi- 
Fi is the * ſcale- holder in xhis palace of mercy. 

5 The 
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The plaintiff and the defendant are accordingly equal ly ſucs 


ceſsful ; for both quit it in the general, without friends, 


conſciences, and money: in a word, the way to Juſtice 18 


the road to ruin. j | 
Impreſſed with this truth, it was that Mr. Pitt dif. 
covered the neceſſity of introducing new laws. The more 
the code is extended, the more complex the machine. And 
in proportion as this complexity of Statutes is increaſed, ſo 
will our lives, liberties, and properties be ſubjeRed to all 
the avarice and all the incertitude that belongs to power. 
This incertitude, this avarice, mingling with commerce, 


will wreck our credit, and unnerve our trade. True na- 


tional independence, ſo long as it is regarded by individual 


men, will ſhrink from ſlavery. Yet no ſooner has this in- 
dependence been ſacrificed, but power abſorbs. every veſtige 
of liberty, and, with this, every means of comfort. In ſuch 


a caſe to complain, will be deemed treaſon. The point at 


which legiſlative funRionaries deſire to fix Britannia's 
glory. Nor ſhall your Majeſty eſcape them; your virtues 
ſhall be ſeized; and coerced as hoſtages for their vices! 
Already the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with his profti- 
tute coadjutors, banquets in the Temple once ſacred to vir- 


tue. Notably vile, he rolls amidſt the gambols of noctur- 


nal paſſion, Though never too much devoted to Cupidian- 
riots, the Bacchanalians adore his ſuperior proweſs. But 
with all his wretchedneſs, a ſagacity, far exceeding idiotiſm, 


belongs to him. Treaſon, he knows, is ſomething a man 


may. commit againſt God, his Country, and himſelf: but it 
is not any thing a man can really commit againſt a tyrant- 


fellow- 


mRü— .à — —— — 
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fellow-man. Acquainted with this ſolemn truth, he found 


that liberty of ſpeech muſt firſt be taken away, before trea- 


ſon, againſt a tyrant, can be committed. Should your Ma- 
jeſty acquieſce in the meaſure of a deſpot Cabinet, it will no 
longer be a queſtion---Whether or no tyranny belongs to 
Kings ? I have ever thought, thoſe who can yoke the chains 


of tyranny, as well as thoſe who can impart them, inſtead 


of participating the confidence of a nation on the one hand, 
or the pity of individuals on the other, to their own imbe- 
cility and villainy owE, what they ought forever to ſhare,--- 
SLAVERY AND DISEASE. If to ſay this be treaſon, I, my 


Liege, am guilty.---Now, however, every Engliſhman is 


guilty of 'continual treaſon ; becauſe ſpeech is the gift of 
God, and its abuſe, the province of traitorous ſinners. The 


faculty of ſpeech is abuſed "7 all who diſlemble their honeſt 


ſentiments! 

- But again, Does your Majeſty ſeriouſly believe, that the 
treaſon” laws, made in the reigns of the Edwards and the 
Charleſes, did not ſufficiently provide for the ſafety 
of the perſon and crown of every king of England ? 


Does your Majeſty believe; that bills which vecupied three 


weeks of the time of your two houſes of parliament, before 
they could be approved, really provided for the immediate 
ſafety of your life and crown? I think that both kingdom 
and king might have ſunk obliviouſly, while thoſe bills were 
framing, at diſcuſſion, and ingroſſing. 4 

Tou are now as tranquil, in the daily diſplay of all the 
ſplendor of e as you were laſt year about this time; but 


you 
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you are not more ſo, Where then the ſuperlative ef- 
ficaey of Pitt and Grenuille's bills? 

I own, the laws that were, did not provide againſt the in- 
ſidious ambuſcades of a regicide viceroy, and green-room 
maſter of horſe, Thoſe laws never entertained, becauſe thoſe 
who made them never could ſuppoſe, the poſſibility of a prime 


miniſter of England, placing an arrant courtier in the ſame 


coach with a king of England, in order to annoy majeſty at 


the hazard of a revolution. | 


Terrible as all Lord North's, as all Walpole 8 nic: 
tion was, nothing in the political life of either, ever equal- 
ed that daring, that nameleſs degredation of royal virtue. Your 
Majeſty actually pays and flatters a man, whoſe views never 
reached your intereſts, whoſe adminiſtration never on oeaſſert· 
ed the honourable dignity of your crown. To-morrow he may 


chooſe to frame a bill, which may have for its object che 


perpetuation of the offices of Treaſury, Exchequer, and 
Admiraliy in the family of the Pitts and Grenvilles. 
Will your Majeſty refuſe the royal alſent to ſuch a bill? 
If you do, England's crown will, zf they can, ceaſe to exalt 
your name. PITT. will be perpetual, Du N DAs occaſonal 
DICTATOR of Great Britain, Diſmiſs them, my inſulted 
Sovereign, diſmiſs them from your councils; the ſtate 
of the nation demands inſtant exertion of every mental 
power. . | | 

True exertions PIER "PRE made, 1 underſtand, . | 
ing daily, by thoſe in oppoſition to miniſters : but thole feats, 
like the performers of them, are too ſumptuous to embrace 
much of the ſolid intereſts of | Britons. As it is with mes 


whe 
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| who are heated by conſtant eagerneſs to attain to ſome 
favourite mountain's top, ſo with that illuſtrious phalanx 
of minor virtues They riſe in a body, ſtart in a body, 
proceed in a body, ſtruggle, retreat, and ſtruggle in a body, 


they ſucceed in a body, and, in the ſame mountainous fury, 


dart ſneers and /elf-ſufficiencies on all below. Weſtminſter 
huſtings were of this greatly teſtimonial. High ſoaring 
heads, Grecian hands, Roman eyes, French curls, and round 
Engliſh tongues, conſpicuouſly alert, nodded, waved, winked, 
| twiſted, ſpoke, with every charm to faſcinate, making every 
_ conceſſion that had power to pleaſe. Good honeſt Charles 
expatiated, with peculiar effeft, on the virtues of his magna- 
nimous friends, Nuſſell upon the ſcaffold, Ruſſell at the 
huſtings, Bedford in parliament, a Duke at court, echoed 
and re-echoed from ſuch, whoſe credulity had ſapped their 
wiſdom, whoſe hectic eye-balls magnified each vin ruovs 
fault, H he blood of Ruſſell the martyr was ſaid to flow, 
reſplendently ſerene, through the patriot /5//em of Ruſſell 
the whig. As if they. would ſay, * Hail, good man, hail! 
a guardian, a protector, a friend, a patron ; young, rich, vir- 


tuous, ſtrong, amiable, juſt ; wiſe to plan, prompt to exe- 


cute, neither fearing death nor /olicitous after danger, but a 
perfe& orator and independent ſtateſman. Hail Ruſſell! 
who is ſuch a man, and more than ſuch a man, ready to 
guide your country and direct your councils. Can you, can 
you heſitate at the call of duty, honour, and liberty and life ? 
Can you, inert, yet tortured, flumber out miſery againſt the 
voice of reaſon, againſt religion, againſt the importuning 
figh of gaſping freedom) Can you, my generous, my brave, 


* 


ve, 


my warlike, my independent, my yet free, ever glorious 
countrymen? Oh, can you chus hail the nobleſt care of 
fortune and of fame, propitiouſly indignant of both, indiffer- 
ent to all but your” happineſs. What, ſhall Ruſſell again 
periſh martyr to a dread, infamous, cruel, inſincere, torpid, 
ungenerous, ſpeculating party. No! your rights are invad- 
ed, your liberties attacked, your property mortgaged, your 
lives, wives, children, and friends, aiike endangered, will 
henceforth fall together, unleſs—ah I this unleſs, rends the 
vitals of my heart! *tis big, too too big for life. Yet, what, 
what will, what can, what muſt be done? Even aſ- 
ſociate generally, to reſcue thoſe invaluable gifts of God 
from the impious hands of perſecuting Pitt. Riſe, Britons, 
riſe.” When ſentiments of this kind were echoed, ſhouts 
of applauſe, increaſed by contemporary hiſſes, overpowered 
the orator and ſwallowed all his words x. The eleftors of 
Weſtminſter, unwilling to be conſidered ſceptics, received 
every flowing ſentence into their faſt-digeſting ſtomachs. | bl 
In ſhort, whole congregated oppoſition, about whoſe ſince- 1 
rity doubts had been entertained only a few days before, was 
ſtyled, Impenetrable bulwark of Britiſh liberty.“ From 


* So many people in ſo ſmall a place, and all wholly unable to diſtin- 
guiſh between one word of what was ſpoken and the other, alarmed ſome 
and diverted others ; and, were I at liberty to talk ludictoufly and figu- 
ratively, I would ſay, for ſuch was the foreſt- like ſhow of hands, that had 
an Iriſhman been dropped from a baſket among the crowd, his firſt and 
moſt zealous work would be to chop down fingers, imagining them to be 
i many fat kidney potatoes. c 
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that day to ihis, confidence and approbation have mutually 
entwined each Charlovenian brow. The law oracles oi 
the party themſelves, have been beard to ſay, that /aws for 
the preſervation. and ſecurity of your Majeſty's perſon, are 
directly repugnant to the rights and liberties of the ſubject. 


Thus agreeing in the doctrine, that kings are and were the 


ſcorpions of humanity. With the ſentiments of thoſe gen- 
tlemen, on this ſubjed, one like me cannot wholly coincide. 
Undoubtedly, the ſedition and treaſon bills are repugnant to 
good order and good ſenſe, Repugnant to thele, they mull 


be. equally ſo to the orderly, ſenſible part of the nation; 
there exiſted no good ground for their introduction, and 


were it true that their principle is inimical to right law, the 


government of theſe kingdoms would ceaſe: to be a legiu- 


mate government. In ſuch a conjufture, it would much 
concern your Majeſty to change it into a legitimate one. 
For failing of this, Britons would be compelled to do it 
themſelves. | 

But when tare and treit orators weigh and ſubtilize liber- 
ty, as they do charter parties and inſurance policies, indepen- 
dent truth muſt, nevertheleſs, recoil at and ſpurn their princi- 
ples. Liberty, with ſome, conſiſts in leave toatt andto will ac- 
cording to the dictates of /overezgn Nature. According to 
others, liberty is an echo. Between ſuch opinions a me- 


dium can, however, at once be decyphered; and this, per- 
haps, is, leave to act and to will according to the dictates ol 


reaſon temperate, and the laws of nature ſyſlematiſed. 
Conſiſting in theſe, no diſpofition to anarchy, no: reſiſt- 
ance to organized power, no allociation of fall and green- 
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00 m politics, can be congenial to the ſpirit and the efſence 
of liberty. God has made diſtinftions between man and mark 
God requires a religious obſervance of his laws. Aſfociat- 
ing generally, and for a ſpecific time and object, indicates 
nothing liberal in theory, nor great in practice. It is vain 
for diſputants to ſay, that a forced repeal of the Convention Bills 
would open the gate to reform. I believe a repeal of them 
would open the gate to the Treaſury- bench and Exchequer 3 
thus then the door would be fo ſooner opened to, than ſhut 


upon, Reform. Former reigns gave riſe to oppoſitions not 


leſs vehement than the preſent. In one ſtruggle, the Whigs 
prevailed, and rewarded their afſociates with the Riot Act! 
This was a war of opinions, becauſe wholly ſupported by the 

oppolite intereſt of Whigs and Tories. The propoſed al- 


lociation of the Whigs of this day, with all ranks, claſſes, 


and conditions of people, is no more remarkable nor 
prefſed with more urgency than that coalition of the Whigs 


with the people was. Yet the eager nation was compli. 


mented only with an oppreſſive nuifance for het getierous 
ſervices.” That ſanguinary edict was produced in the early 
bart of your grandfather George the I. 's reign, in conſe. 


quence of unfounded doubts, which had long been enter- 


tained by the Whigs concerning the intentions of Queen 
Anne and her miniſters, with regard to the ſucceſſion of 
the proteſtant and catholic line of Stuart. Some, indeed, 
delieved, that not only the Tory minifters, but her Majeſty 
| herſelf, had an intention of altering the ſucceſſion from the 
Electreſs Sophia, to the ſon of the exiled James. The truth, 
doweyer, was, that the Whigs, who had been out of fayour 
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for years, framed, circulated, and accredited that untrue re- 


Port. George I. juſt come from Hanover, and ſtranger 
to our cuſtoms and politics, believed every tittle of the 


Whig ſtory, while their opponents were ſhamefully perſe- 
cuted and degraded. So it went on, till the capricious vic- 
tors, grown too inſolent in their ſucceſſes, totally defeated 
themſelves. Then the Tories were received into confidence, 
and royal favours multiplied upon them. Now, what in all 
theſe tranſattions, ſo very unlike the patriotiſm of 1795. 
They differ, but they differ only in time; the cauſe, objed, 
andzntereſteflentially agree. Engliſhmen may madly chooſe to 
aſſociate, with a view to your Majeſty's repealing the new 
treaſon ſlatutes. Succeſs may attend their united efforts ; 
but this your Majeſty likewiſe knows, that the Whigs, 
when they have ſupplanted the Tories, muſt and will 
impoſe ſome new reſtritions whoſe operation and influ- 
ence ſhall awe the unhappy kingdom into confidence. 
Acting the old play of Pizz and his aſſociates over again, 
they will thus re- ſacrifice liberty to their wanton luſts and 
paſſions. Away, ye myſterious advocates of myſterious 
power! 1 | 


-. Inimical to no honeſt virtuous duty, I yet would cheer- 


fully unite with thoſe, or any other ſet of men who really 
valued their country's happineſs as their own. When I de- 


cried any aſſociation of Stall and Green Room politics, it 


was not becauſe the former is in my mind, unworthy of, or 
unintitled to an apportionate degree of conſiſtent influence. 
The man, my Liege, who ſweeps our ſtreets, or rakes our ken- 


"nels, is poſſeſſed of © a true body, and a reaſonable ſoul,” 


* * 


* ” _ 
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As your Majeſty, he, on the ſcale of exiſtence, equally inte- 
zefts, if he equally honors God. For this reaſon it is, that 


I deprecate the infiacere profeſſions of office-hunting 


men. For this reaſon it is, that I urge equal Repreſentation, 
and Univerſal Suffrage, to the conſideration of your 
Highneſs. Reſtore theſe with their relative, and always 
neceſſary advantages, and every ray of difloyalty will 


vaniih. : 


Reckon not, my Sovereign, on the calculable attendant 


| horrors of former revolutions. The honeſt Engliſh people 


chirſt after 1uſtice, not blood. Illiterate adviſers may, per- 


haps, have expatiated on the mental inequality of your ſub- 
jecis ; deducing from thence, an inability to hold any ſhare 
in the legiflative fund. That very few, Engliſh underſtand 
politics, particularly the politics of courts and courtiers, is 
what I can readily imagine. But that every man in the 
three kingdoms can diſtinguiſh between poverty and eaſe, 
health and ſickneſs, water and mutton broth, beef and per- 
riwinkles, is what all kno and all believe. So clearly as 
we can diſtinguiſh between theſe, ſo clearly ſhould we dif- 
tinguiſh between the ſlate of a country, reformed in all her 
eſtabliſhments, and that ſtate of the ſame country, which 


makes every man of fortune a tyrant, The firſt claſs 


of the above, contradiflinguiſhed poſſibilities, would be that 


which. Great Britain might, in the general, beſtow upon 
her ſons. - Under the auſpices of Heaven, a virtuous king 
and honeſt parliament, we ſhould enjoy thoſe, and even 
higher, comforts. 8 
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It has been ſaid, and induftriouſly promulgated, that the now 
exiſting law of the land violates and repeals Magna Charta 
and the Bill of Rights. In law it is not ſo; becauſe to re- 
peal any exiſling law, a bill muſt not only embrace the pro- 
viſions of, but likewiſe the arguments againſt, the ſpecific 
ſtatute. Had Grenville and Pitt's Bills been framed with a 
view to the abrogation of any former law, the preamble of 
thoſe Bills would have ſtated and avowed the object. A 
word of the kind is not to be found in the whole ſeries of 
the Bill of new Scdition, and its partner, the Bill of new 
Treaſon. On the | contrary, it is carefully and often ſaid, 
that they mean to preſerve, not deſtroy exiſting ſtatutes. Ta- 
ken in this view, Mr. Erſkine, and the whole bar, may yet 
ſucceſsfully plead to the proviſions of Magna Charta and 
the Bill of Rights. I know this law luminary of oppoſition, 
when diſcuſſing the law contained in the Bills in queſtion, 
corroborated the aſſertions of Mr. Fox concerning them. The 
latter Gentleman did not ſcruple to tell the whole world, that 
che moment Pitt and Grenville's Bills were made part of the 
law of che land, Magna Charta, and the Bill of Rights 
would be repealed, and conſequently ceaſe to exiſt as any 
part of the Engliſh conſtitution. This however, was an 
aſſertion made at the Huſtings, but an aſſertion. which they 
have thought proper ſince then to qualify. In a declaration 
recently publiſhed by them, it is colluſively ſtated, that 
although Magna Charta, and the Bill of Rights, are not yet 
actually repealed, liberty of ſpeech, - and the right of peti- 
tioning are proſcribed. So that the Whigs can alter their 


diction with their circumſtances, and only regard an aſſer- 
tion, 


lat 
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i- 
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tion; however momentous, fo long as its avowal can flimu- 
late the public clamour in their favor. When oppoling the 
unpaſſed Bills, good and well-informed citizens gave them 
credit, But now that the /ame Bills are by them ſaid not to 
contain the ane degree of rancor, they were then deſcribed 
to poſſeſs, men begin to doubt the uprightneſs of their in- 
tentions, From the beginning of their oppoſition to theſe 
Bills, to the preſent hour, difintereſled individuals have de- 
precated the conduft of Fox and his party. Aware that 
every ſigh they drew, and every vow they proteſted, were 
the ſighs of jealouſy, and the aſſeverations of luſt, Perhaps, 
indeed, the noble Duke, who, of all the party appeared moſt 
zealous to defeat the Miniſter, has no right to be claſſed 
among the luſtful. His individual preſumption, is how- 
ever, no reaſon, why the beggard, the lycophant, the envy- 


ſanguined Poll-bearers ſhall eſcape cenſure. Among theſe, 


| thoſe might be deſcried, who have ſubſiſted, years after 


years, on the mere expectations of a change of Miniſtry. | 
Did a change take place, and that Mr. Fox (who, whats 


ever may be his bane, I never can juſtly couple with 


| ſuch deſperadoes) were appointed to guide the nation 


common gratitude, if not common prudence, would re- 
quire, that thoſe more than faithful flaves ſhould be reward- 
ed for their lazineſs, In ſhort, a change of ſervants, with- 
out a change of meaſures, would but nan one Robber 
to maſk another, | 

But quitting this doftrine of conſequences, whoever con- 
ſiders the topic of repeal in a phyſical view, will find that 
nothing i in heaven, on earth, or that is in the waters under 
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the earth, can repeal the real MAGNA CHARTA, and the 
real BILL OF RIGHTS: which are, Gop and ETERNITY. 
God is the author, Eternity the chain of Liberty. 

Engliſhmen may flumber. and groan for a ſeaſon: but 
there ſhall yet arrive a period, when their noble natures 
ſhall ſpurn the coward ſacrifice. Oh, how I wiſh to rouſe, 
to invigorate, to fire you, my countrymen ! Expedtant on a 
general revolution of ſentiments, I eagerly graſp each flect. 
ing moment ; patient of your frowns, but awake to all 
your dangers. You are aſleep : confumptive ſleep! As 
thoſe who amidſt the mazes of lethargic night, revel in thy 
ſlippery chains and periſh to awake, ſo do my fellow-Britons 
haſten through clouds and ſuperſtitions, to the verge of 
day, 


THAT DAY, alas ! when England's ſoaring ſons, 
Immeaſurably dread, ſhall riſe ; and wreck 
| Thee, dire faſtidious pow'r. High borne on pride's 
- Capricious, viſcid wings from ſite to ſite 
They'll fly.—Or o'er the howling deep: 
Tin ruin and confuſion ſtem their force. 
Then ev'ry tongue, then ev'ry heart ſhall ceaſe 
To emulate the man whoſe crimes I write, 
Ceaſe to applaud fam'd Chatham's villain ſon, 


Ax D preſi'd by hungry monſlers, BLEEDING, FALL! 


Awake! Awake! Awake! And you, my gracious mo- 
narch, you I ſapplicate, I urge to a conſcious, a quick diſ- 
charge of thoſe high duties which iminently exalt your of- 


-fice, The diſſolution of error, the ſuppreſſion of vice, the 


„moderation 
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moderation of the rich, and happineſs of the poor, more 


chan the muſket and the ſword, ſhall eſtabliſh- you in the | 


genial poſſeſſion of every rational diſtinction and all your 


wonted power. Whereas, perſeverance in thoſe miniſterial 


paths, Which have hitherto ſo groſsly miſled your people, 
and traduced your crown, can only lead to the ultimate dif. 
union of the one. and the total annihilation of. the other. 
True this is, that importuning language, I have ſo repeatedly 
employed in the ſeries of this letter: but we cannot too of- 
ten, nor too ſtrongly recommend the duty we owe to God, 
our Country, and ourſelves. In doing this, ſurely. the im- 


putation of Enthufiaſm“ will be declined: by my oppo- 


nents. Were it the wiſh of an ethuſiaſt to pray the protec- 
tion and aſſiſlance of Heaven, in all ſublunary undertakings, 
I need not diſſemble, that the charge will be perfectly ſub- 


ſtantiated by my daily offerings. Yet I have not a wiſh but 


for the happineſs of the nation and her monarch. Of you my 
countrymen entertain the ſame hopes; becauſe for you Lins 
dulge an equal regard. Oh, will you then with me join in 
one univerſal hymn of thankſgiving, and ſay ; 

By that vital entity which regulates, and preſerves, and 
vigorates the animal functions of my frame; by the reſplen- 
dent mazeſty of voluminous creation; by that reaſon which 
is the image of that majeſty ; by all that is exalted i in life 
and awful in death; by what will not, what cannot, ſpeak, 


Oh! by all the paſſions which inſpire the heart, I ſwear, that ; | 
I ſhall neither ceaſe to write, ſpeak, and att, wav wake 


or death has ingulphed my ſoul: ** 


N 
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This, my Sovereign, is ſtrong language —It is! but not 
more ſo than the occaſion is important. While there 
yet remain means of ſalvation, I am doing my duty in 
pointing to them. Retreat who will, I am thus committed 
in the cauſe of freedom ; and, if I muſt die an untimely 
Janbdie ſhall be in the act of worſhipping God, Virtue, 
and Liberty. 1 5 | 

But my mind tells me, I ſhall yet live to behold England 
free and happy. To behold reaſon exalted in our churches, 
and integrity in our ſenates. To behold virtuous laws, 
faithful judges, unawed jurors ; while all the mienleſs pride 
of ariſtocracy is humbled in ſincerity. Each noble mortal, and 
each peaſant mortal, differing only in the degrees of virtuous 
magnanimity, of genuine wiſdom, the one diſplays over the 
other. Oh, my great God! grant the fulfilment of theſe 
my earneſt expectations: may England regain her liberties, 
and to King George the III. grant proſperity and peace. 


0 2 a * 


NOTE. 

Howzver I may ſeem to advocate the cauſe of modern reformets ; 
let it not be imagined, I beſtow unqualified encomiums on either men or 
ſyſtems. Univerſal ſuffrage can only mean univerſal freedom: and an- 
nual parliaments muſt be to this, as annual revolution round the ſun, is 
to the earth we inhabit=COnNSERVATOR OF LIFE, STRENGTH, AND 
BEAUTY! | 

Freedom is that unproſcribed and impreſcriptable heritage man receives 
at his birth from his Creator. About the modes of legiſlating this di- 
vine property, men have, however, hitherto been conſtantly divided in 
ſentiments : theſe diviſions, as yet, continue to umbrage the laws of hoſpi- 


tality, By them the nobler paſſions of humanity are, and have been, mw 
raged. 
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raged. This, however, cannot have originated in fi eedom as a bleſſing, 
but with man as an agent. Our mental faculties, or the perceptive and 
conceptive ſections of vitality, penuriated by fteril induſtry, plot inceſ- 


1 


| ſantly againſt the groſſer organs. Mind actuates hand, eye dire&s foot, 


body ſubmits to its members, till the power of contemplating things 
around us dethrones morality and commits ſuicide on virtue: Thus then 
thoſe evils, attributed to freedom, have been perpetrated by her enemies. 
Of herſelf, ſhe is incapable of miſguiding any one. Only ambiguous aſ- 
ſociators, eluſive ſectaries, invidious courtiers, and vain glorious ſtateſ- 
men pollute her altars. A London Correſponding Society, whoſe pro- 
feſſed object, originally, was that of a reform in parliament, now ſolicits 
an aſſociation with the Whig Club; and thus would become the merce- 
nary ſatellites of a diſtin party. They are the Heſſians of the Tree 
of Liberty! John Horne Tooke again is perfectly complacent, ſo far as 
Hounſlow ; but there he will cheerfully abandon his colleagues in the 
cauſe of liberty, Thus, then that ſhrewd politician does not affe& to 
wiſh well to the whole of the human race : but only to the ſmall portion 
of the Engliſh that lies promiſcuouſly in the road from London to Houn= 
flow. Deſpicable patriotiſm The members of oppoſition likewiſe pro- 
feſs an admiratian of partial reform. Triennial Parliaments find advocates 


in the majority of the Whigs. In ſhort, every reflecting Briton, ſeduced 


by paltry ſelf-intereſt, contents himſelf with puny exertions, in the cauſe _ 
of Truth, | 


A celebrated modern Juſtice, who holds Univerſal Suffrage, and An- 
nual Parliaments in extreme contempt, was recently arraigned as the inde- 


cent libeller of our moſt virtuous Senate. Not being a Member of our Holy 


Temple, it was ſufficient for him that he offered his ſacrifices at the ſhrine 
of Hawkeſbury Dome. Here he confeſſed all.—Here all was forgiven, _ 
but the whole of theſe proceedings were the exertions of men ſtraining for 
delay. Indeed, had the oppoſition rightly conſidered the various paſſages in 

that book, they would have ſeen good reaſon fordeclining their proſecution of 
its author. For it is undoubtedly true, that the Houſe of Commons, inits pre- 
ſent uncommonly vicious ſtate, is a nuiſance. If this be ſo, what is the 
Houſe of Lords? Even an own ſiſter | Two as big ſtrumpets as ever 


| ſtrayed from Virtue. Independently of this, was there any man, or ſet 


of men, who doubted the paramount influence of your Majeſty's Cabi- 
net, An influence, which, while it continues to increaſe, nay, at its preſent 
acme, can always over-rule the public will. Hence thoſe two branches of 
the National Tree of Taxation, are not neceſſary to the exiſtence of the 
Tree itſelf, But are, on the contrary, merely uſeful to thoſe who lop 

| their 
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3 inaſmuch as they are hereby ben! in all their prodigal 
luxury. In a word, Saint Stephen is the divine foe of Liberty. Thus 
might that excellent man, pronounce its gay anachroniſts uneſſential and 
unwieldy; After pronouncing thus, he gives decided preference to pure 
monarehy; ſo that every writer of the age before us, who mentions 4 Go- 
% vernment, “ advocates ſome one or other of the excluſive forms. But 5 
rouſed by a ſurvey of the apoſtate manners of a venal age, my only ambi- 
tion is to touch the ſouls of all. Could this be ſucceſsfully done, ALL 
would be agreed, that whatever be the form, the operation of a Govern- 

ment ought always to guarantee the Natural and Civil Rights of Man. 
Such a Government is pofſible—nay, thoroughly practicable. It re- 
quires no more than for mankind to conſolidate the abſtract paſſion of an 
acquired luſt of imvertaio wealth, into one general e of univerſal 
FE: ? | 


Another time I ſhall endeavour to pourtray a plan of a Conſtitution de- 
ſigned from, and correlative to the aſſociated neceſſities of civil, political, 
and religious, liberty. Meanwhile, let me conjure your Highneſs to the 
immediate exertion of thoſe legiſlative functions which alone belong ta 
you. Exerciſe them with a, ſcrupulqus regard to the congregated and 
individual intereſts of the whole, and thus, though there may here and 
there be found miſerable beings who are incapable of virtuous content. 
ment, the great majority will proclaim and manifeſt thy merited praiſes. 
Ves; Cæſar and his hoſt would then reign ſecurely amidſt ſurrounding 
Joys ! ! 
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THE END. 


